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My Encounter with Jesus 

 

 

Sermon Title: Lord, I Want to See 

To be used with Session 4: Jesus Opened My Eyes to the Truth 

Scripture: Mark 10:46-52 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “Jesus Opened My Eyes to the 

Truth,” this sermon supports the session in the Bible study group by showing how Christ opened 

the eyes of a blind man and the eyes of our spiritual hearts today.   

Introduction: What is the most beautiful sight your eyes have ever seen? A gorgeous sunrise or 

sunset on the beach? Your spouse on your wedding day? A loved one who served overseas and is 

finally back home? How thankful we should be for God’s gift of sight. Something even more 

important than physical sight, though, is our spiritual sight.  

Jesus was on His way to Jerusalem and had repeatedly told His disciples that He will be rejected 

by the Jews, betrayed into the hands of the Gentiles, and crucified on a Roman cross. He was 

surrounded by people who could not understand who He is. Most Jews of the day were blind to 

Jesus’s deity. He had taught them through His words and demonstrated Who He is through His 

miracles, yet they did not acknowledge Him as God’s Messiah.  

Even Christ’s disciples struggled to see Christ in the right light. Even though He had been with 

them for three years teaching, blessing, and serving, they still did not see who He is and what He 

came to do. 

As Jesus and His disciples made their way to Jerusalem, they passed through the jam-packed city 

of Jericho, whose city roads were teeming with people. Thousands were on their way to 

Jerusalem for the Passover, and the road through Jericho was one of the main routes to the 

Temple.   

Many on that Jericho Road could see their physical eyes but could not see who Jesus was with 

spiritual eyes. Yet, there was one blind man who could not see with physical eyes but could soon 

see Jesus through spiritual eyes. What vital lessons can we learn from this blind man today?    

1. No matter how desperate the hour, Jesus is here for us (Mark 10:46).   

Mark told us two things about Bartimaeus: he was a beggar, and he was man. Being blind in 

Jesus’ day was a heavy burden. There were no jobs for those who were blind. His only lot in 

life was to spend his days begging and hoping someone would have compassion for him.   

God’s laws commanded care for such people (Lev. 25:35-38), yet many people paid no 

attention to God’s Word and lacked compassion for those in need. Jesus’s disciples at one 



time believed to blindness to be a curse God (John 9:2). Bartimaeus’s life seemed hopeless, 

yet Jesus was there for him and is here for us, too.   

We may not be physically blind, but we can suffer from spiritual blindness. The Apostle Paul 

wrote, “The god of this age has blinded the minds of the unbelievers to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ” (2 Cor. 4:4). It’s only through the grace 

of our Lord Jesus Christ that our desperate need for forgiveness of sins and eternal life is met.  

2. No matter how discouraging others are, Jesus will hear us (Mark 10:47-48).  

As Bartimaeus sat there begging that day, he heard the crowds pass by and the excited voices 

of the people. With all the commotion going on, Bartimaeus's curiosity peaked. Maybe he 

knew Isaiah had prophesied about Jesus coming: “Then the eyes of the blind will be opened, 

and the ears of the deaf unstopped” (Isa. 35:5). Bartimaeus called Jesus the “Son of David.” 

King David was given the promise that one of his offspring would rule and reign forever. 

“Son of David” is a Messianic title, and Jesus acknowledged He was the Son of David 

throughout the gospels.  

Bartimaeus knew He was in the presence of the Lord, that time was precious, and that he 

must call upon the name of the Lord in this opportune moment. He positioned himself in the 

best possible place to receive a healing miracle from the Great Physician. People were in that 

crowd with perfect physical vision, but they did not have the spiritual vision that Bartimaeus 

had. They could see Jesus with their eyes—the very eyes God had given them. Yet, 

Bartimaeus saw Jesus because the eyes of his heart were open to the Savior.   

You would think everyone would be excited about helping others experience the presence of 

Jesus, but not the crowd near Bartimaeus that day. There will always be discouragers in the 

crowd who do not want you to be closer to the Lord. Do not let their voice stop you from 

finding encouragement in the Lord. Press on to know and grow in the Lord.   

3. No matter how dark our past is, Jesus will heal us (Mark10:49-52).  

Jesus is on a mission and about His Father’s business, yet He was not too busy to stop and 

help humble sinners in need of His healing touch. Mark informed us that Bartimaeus “threw 

off his coat, jumped up, and came to Jesus.” That garment was an essential possession as it 

was how he rested at night and collected change by day. By throwing away his garment, 

Bartimaeus essentially said, “I’m no longer relying on my old way of life. I’m not going to 

walk in dependence on others or my own devices anymore. Lord Jesus, I’m going to walk in 

dependency upon You.”   

Jesus asked him, “What do you want Me to do for you?” Doesn't that seem a silly question to 

ask a blind man? Jesus has the words of life and the power to restore his sight. The obvious 

answer is his sight, yet, what would you say if Jesus asked you that same question?  

Bartimaeus’s need and request was simple. “Lord, I want to see. Let me receive my sight.” 

Jesus healed him, and the cure was immediate. Can you imagine the impact of Bartimaeus’s 

testimony of the healing power of Jesus in his life? How many eyes, blinded by sin and 



Satan, were opened for the first time to who Jesus is because of his healing testimony and 

transformation?   

Your issue may not be physical blindness but spiritual blindness. Or perhaps you struggle 

with a dark past because others have neglected or mistreated you. Maybe you are blinded by 

unbelief at what God’s power can do in your life or the life of others. Hear Jesus ask you, 

“What do you want Me to do for you?” Jesus is the One who turns our troubles into 

testimonies.  

Conclusion: Bartimaeus called Jesus “Rabonni,” which means “My Master,” a personal title of 

reverence and respect. Not only did he want the healing, but he also wanted the Healer. Jesus 

opens our blinded eyes to the truth of who He is and all He has done. Jesus is the promised 

Savior who came not to be served but to serve and give His life a ransom for many.  
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