
 

Spring 2023 

My Encounter with Jesus 

 

 

Sermon Title: Today, You will be with Me in Paradise  

To be used with Session 3: Jesus Gave Me Grace and Forgiveness 

Scripture: Luke 23:39-43  

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “Jesus Gave Me Grace and 

Forgiveness,” this sermon supports the session in the Bible study group by showing how Christ 

offers grace and forgiveness to those who repent and acknowledge His Lordship.  

 

Intro: A mother was preparing pancakes for her sons, ages five and three. The boys began to 

argue over who would get the first pancake. Mom recognized the teachable moment and said, "If 

Jesus were sitting here right now, He would say let my brother have the first pancake." The five-

year-old turned to his little brother and said, "Hey, little buddy, you get to be Jesus today!" 

 

Like the selfish five-year-old, we all struggle with selfishness and sin. One of the most awe-

inspiring truths in the Bible is that in Christ, through the power of His shed blood on the cross, 

there is freedom and forgiveness from all sin for the child of God.  

 

1. The Cross of Rejection - One man died IN sin. 

The thieves described here by Luke graphically reveal the condition of every soul before a 

holy God. These two men were more than robbers; they were engaged in a revolt and were 

ruthless. We know their crimes were serious since death by crucifixion was reserved for the 

worst criminals and rebels. What was their condition?  

 

A. They were physically helpless. They were nailed to a cross. Their condition reflects the 

insufficiency of our good deeds to accomplish salvation.   

 

B. They were morally hopeless. One man openly admitted guilt when he rebuked the other 

thief for mocking Jesus. “We are punished justly, because we’re getting back what we 

deserve for the things we did” (Luke 23:41).  

 

C. They were eternally hell-bound. The consequence of their earthly crimes was execution 

on a Roman cross. However, the eternal destiny of these wicked men was pointing to 

everlasting darkness in a place the Bible calls Hell.  

 

Aren’t you thankful that, when Jesus was on that cross, we were on His mind? Even when 

man mocked, spurned, and scorned Him, our Lord Jesus Christ prayed, “Father, forgive 

them, because they do not know what they are doing” (v. 34). Talk about loving your 

enemies and praying for those who persecute you!  

 

2. The Cross of Repentance - One man died TO sin.    



The process of transforming from a dead sinner into a living child of God is powerfully 

portrayed in the thief's conversion experience. Understand we all need God’s grace and 

forgiveness just as much as the two thieves. We deserved to die on the cross because of our 

sins, but Jesus came as the Lamb of God, dying as our perfect substitute and shedding His 

blood in our place.  

 

A. We must admit our sin to God. One thief admitted his sin to God. He even had a concern 

for the other thief on the cross next to Jesus; He asked him, “Don’t you even fear God, 

since you are undergoing the same punishment? We are punished justly” (v. 41). Both 

these men had done much wrong, but no one could find any wrong in Jesus, but one thief 

had a correct view of God, self, and others. He knew only One had no guilt on those three 

crosses, and it certainly wasn’t him or the other criminal on the cross.  He knew he was a 

guilty sinner, and that Jesus was the sinless Savior!  

 

B. We must acknowledge Jesus as Lord. The repentant thief acknowledged the supremacy 

of Jesus. He understood that Jesus is the King of the Jews, but he also understood Jesus to 

be worthy to be King of his own life. Even with Christ's nail-scarred hands and feet upon 

a bloody cross and a crown of thorns upon His head, this repentant died to sin’s power by 

acknowledging the lordship of Jesus. 

 

C. We must ask Jesus for salvation from sin. Both thieves had their opportunity for 

salvation, yet their heart motivation was not the same. One thief wanted Jesus to rescue 

them if He was the Christ. This thief wanted to be saved from his circumstances and saw 

no need to seek God for His gracious forgiveness personally. How tragic that he could die 

within a few feet of the Son of God yet still reject Him. What a reminder that we cannot 

be right with God and wrong with Jesus. 

  

On the other hand, the other thief humble asked Jesus to “remember me when you come 

into your kingdom.” He wasn’t asking to be saved from his circumstances but from his 

sin. A prideful heart will not admit its need for forgiveness from the Lord. A humble 

heart like this second thief had will say to the Lord, “Remember me when you come into 

your kingdom.” This also shows that our deeds do not save us, only our faith in Jesus 

Christ does.   

 

3. III. The Cross of Redemption - One Man died FOR sin.  

 

The sinner’s conversion was made possible by the Savior’s compassion! Jesus could have 

said, “Look, you had your chance. It is too late for you.” But thank God for all that is 

contained in the precious word Christ spoke when he said, “Truly I tell you, today you will 

be with me in paradise.” From this conversation between two sinners and the Savior on the 

cross, we can glean three precious truths:  

 

A. It’s never too late to be forgiven. Can someone be saved at the last second? The answer is 

yes! The repentant criminal on the cross was saved! Sometimes we look at people and 

say, “They are just too far gone. They will never come to Jesus.” It’s never too late!  

 



B. We are never too bad to be forgiven. Some people feel they are too bad or too deep in sin 

to be forgiven. If this man can be saved, all can be saved. The penalty of his sin had him 

nailed to a cross, yet Jesus received him, and He will certainly receive you.  

 

C. It’s never too hard to be forgiven. God has made salvation simple so that anyone can be 

saved. This repentant thief was never baptized, took the Lord’s Supper, gave a tithe of his 

money, or attended a Sunday School class. He didn’t have time to go and tell everyone he 

was sorry for his crimes, but he is with Jesus right now in heaven (Rom. 10:9-10). Jesus 

is our compassionate Lord; He took on our sins, debts, and crimes and died for them. If 

He had not come, we would have no hope for the forgiveness of sins and eternal life. 

Forgiveness of sins cost this repentant thief nothing, yet it cost the sinless Son of God 

everything.  

 

Conclusion 

William Cowper wrote the beautiful hymn, writing, “There is a fountain filled with blood; drawn 

from Emmanuel’s veins; and sinners plunged beneath that flood; lose all their guilty stains.” One 

verse says, “The dying thief rejoiced to see, that fountain in his day; and there may I; though vile 

as He, wash all my sins away.”  

 

Jesus is alive today! He lives to save us and extends His loving grace and forgiveness toward us 

today. Will you admit your helplessness, ask God to forgive your sins, and acknowledge Jesus 

Christ as your Lord and Savior today?   
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