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Sermon Series: My Encounter with Jesus 

To be used with Session 6: Jesus Rose Again to Give Me Life 

Sermon Title Possibilities: Hope for Today and Eternity 

Scripture: John 20:1-2,11-18 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “My Encounter with Jesus” this 

sermon will help is understand how the resurrection of Christ changes us. Through this sermon 

we also will understand how the resurrection helps us to understand what to do because Jesus 

is alive. 

Introduction: The resurrection of Jesus Christ affects everyone. Individually, we must reflect on 

the importance of this event. We can choose to ignore it and deal with the results. Or we can 

accept its reality and the change it brings to the world. Still, even when one accepts this truth, 

there can be distractions and hardships that cause us to doubt or to remain in the dark. This 

darkness might not cloud all our thinking. It might just be one thing we don’t wish to sacrifice to 

the Lord or one aspect of our lives that is godless. The effects of the resurrection are all-

inclusive and should drastically change us. 

One important lesson that can be learned about Mary Magdalene’s time at Jesus’s tomb is that 

Jesus has prepared us for his absence. While sometimes we feel our encounters with Jesus 

would have been better had we been physically present during His lifetime, this is not 

necessarily true. We have access to the Spirit, which can produce “living water that follows 

from the heart” (7:38-39). This experience itself is the goal of John’s gospel (20:30–31). In other 

words, the apostle John wanted us to believe in Jesus so that we will become His children, 

birthed by the Holy Spirit (1:12–13). This is a truth that the entire world needs. 

 
1. Believe He Is Risen - John 20:1-2 

• Within this short passage of Scripture, the apostle John highlighted a historical fact to 
teach us a spiritual lesson. He explained that Mary Magdalene came to Jesus’s tomb 
while it was still dark (20:1). This description does not contradict what is written in the 
Synoptic accounts (Matt. 28:1; Luke 24:1). While the Synoptic accounts highlighted the 
fact that the sun was rising (i.e., the light was coming), John wanted to highlight the fact 
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that the light had not yet fully come. In other words, the Gospels discuss the same 
historical event from different perspectives. 

• John wants us to view Mary’s response to visiting Jesus’s tomb, considering his earlier 
statements about those who live in spiritual darkness. Jesus is the true “light of 
mankind” (1:5; 8:12; 12:35,46), but He is currently gone. Thus, Mary responded to the 
lack of Jesus’s presence similarly to how the disciples responded to being in the boat 
without Him. The disciples were also in the dark when the storm came (6:17). Soon, 
they were frightened, but Jesus appeared and relieved their fear (6:19-20). Likewise, 
Mary’s lack of understanding about the nature of the resurrection event led her to 
believe that all was lost and that His body might have been taken (20:13-15). Then Jesus 
appeared and relieved her anxiety (20:16-17). While Jesus might not manifest Himself 
before us as He did for Mary, we can trust that His Spirit will always comfort us when we 
focus too much on the darkness of our situations. 
 

2. Celebrate His Life - John 20:11-16 

• Mary’s despair did not lack the support of physical evidence. She concluded that Jesus’s 

body had been taken. She then passed this information on to the disciples, Simon Peter 

and John. Once they reached the tomb, they found the stone moved, the linen cloth 

used to cover Jesus’s body (20:5-6), the face cloth used to cover Jesus’s head (20:7), and 

no body. This gave Simon Peter and John every reason to “believe” that Mary’s 

conclusion was correct and to go home (20:8, 10). However, as John explained, they did 

not interpret the events according to Scripture (20:9). While John did not specify which 

places in Scripture he had in mind, we can infer that Isaiah 53 was at least one 

important passage. 

• This is because of how John described Jesus’s appearance before Mary. John explained 
that, at first, she did not notice him. This correlates to what Isaiah 53:2b states about 
the Messiah; “He didn’t have an impressive form or majesty that we should look at him, 
no appearance that we should desire him.” Once it became clear to Mary that she was 
talking to Jesus, she was told to go to “his brothers” and explain that Jesus was 
ascending to God (20:17). This statement corresponds to what is said about the Messiah 
in Isaiah 53:10b; “He will see his seed, he will prolong his days.” In other words, within 
the Messianic prophecy of Isaiah 53, there is a clear expectation that after the Messiah 
had suffered, He would see “his seed/his brothers.” Just as Jesus is the Son of God, all 
who believe in Him can become “sons of God” (John 1:12). In other words, Jesus’s life 
provides us with life, eternal life. 

 
3. Tell Others About Christ - John 20:17-18 

• Once Jesus appeared, Mary’s reason for mourning was eliminated. However, her focus 
needed to be redirected. While the exact nature of Jesus’s statement is debated, He 

appeared to be telling Mary to focus on her role within the overall mission. She wanted 

to focus on Jesus’s physical manifestation. She wanted Jesus to remain and live on earth 
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again. As stated several times in this passage, Mary was focused on finding Jesus’s body 

(20:2,13,15). 

• Instead, Jesus wanted Mary to focus on His ascension to the right hand of the Father. 
John noted several times throughout His Gospel that Jesus would return to the Father 

(13:1,3; 14:28; 16:28, etc.). One aspect of the good news is that Jesus will take others 

with Him; He will take us with Him. He will be with us, through the Holy Spirit, while we 

live out our lives here on earth (16:5-7). He will bring us joy while we live on earth (3:29; 

15:11; 17:13 etc.). But He is also preparing a place for us in the next world (14:2). 

Therefore, the message of Jesus must be shared with the world. Therefore, we must 

follow the example of Mary and proclaim, “I have seen the Lord” to all who will listen 

(20:18). 

 
Conclusion: Throughout this study, we have examined how Jesus interacted with people in 

various ways. We have learned how to deal with improper theology from His interaction with 

the woman at the well  (4:1-26). We have learned how to deal with superstitions found within 

people, both outside (5:1-21) and inside (9:1-5) of the church. We have learned that we don’t 

always need to engage in theological conversations designed to trick us (8:2-11). We have 

learned that we can be bold in our faith and sometimes not have proper theology (9:6-33) 

because we need further discipleship (9:34-41). We have also learned that sometimes standing 

for the faith requires a tactful use of “secrecy” that does not deny who Jesus is but avoids 

specific political engagements (19:38-42). The one constant in each of these situations is the 

reality of Jesus Christ. 

If you are hearing this and you have not truly encountered the saving grace of Jesus, please 

make sure to read through the plan of salvation. This is a helpful tool for reflecting on the 

fundamental truths of the Christian faith. This will help you come to Jesus and “believe,” as the 

apostle John explains throughout his Gospel (1:7,12; 2:11; etc.). Eternal life is not just living 

forever but living with Jesus in this work and the next (17:3). 
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