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Sermon Series: My Encounter with Jesus 

To be used with Session 4: Jesus Opened My Eyes to the Truth 

Sermon Title Possibilities: Overcoming Blindness 

Scripture: John 9:1-7,32-33,35-38 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “My Encounter with Jesus” this 

sermon will open the eyes of believers to understand that Jesus uses us to do God’s work to 

help the spiritually blind to see. 

Introduction: Not every evangelistic encounter occurs under ideal circumstances. At least, not 

circumstances that appear ideal to us. So far in this study, we have seen Jesus’s encounter with 

people in various geographical locations (see prior outlines). Even in this passage, we can 

continue to learn from Jesus’s ability to adapt his evangelistic strategy to his location and 

situation. Contextually, some Jewish leaders had picked up stones to throw at Jesus (8:59). 

Jesus had to hide and leave the temple. Perhaps this might be similar to a modern pastor 

experiencing a church split, unexpected death, or an irate church member threatening to harm 

them. Jesus does not encounter the blind man under ideal circumstances, nor should we 

assume that Jesus was in the best of spirits. Still, Jesus does not lose sight of his mission. Jesus 

reminded His disciples that He is the “light of the world” (9:5), which is a repetition of the same 

thing He had recently spent time explaining to the Pharisees (8:12). Even though Jesus makes it 

clear that He is not of this world (8:23), He still gives to this world. Likewise, Jesus’s encounter 

with the blind man reminds us that we must give to those who are blind even though Jesus has 

opened our eyes (9:39). 

 
1. Give God Glory for All Things - John 9:1-7 

• Several historically relevant situational parallels exist between Jesus’s healing of the 

blind man in this passage and his healing of the disabled man in 5:1-17. Only a few of 

these parallels are relevant to this passage. First, both situations deal with superstitions 

about physical abnormalities. The disabled man believed that he could only be healed 

by the pool of Bethesda (5:7). Similarly, the disciples believed that all disabilities must 

be related to an individual act of sin (9:2). The Pharisees testify to the same belief when 

they interact with the blind man (9:34). 
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• Jesus seeks to correct this superstitious association between individual acts of sin and 

disability because life is more nuanced than that. While some sins do lead to people 

becoming disabled—as noted in the case of the disabled man (5:14)—other sins do not. 

Yes, sin has tainted the world, but God still utilizes every futile part of life for the sake of 

displaying his glory, for the sake of leading people to groan for his goodness (Rom. 8:20–

25). In other words, when Jesus says that the man was born blind so that “the works of 

God might be displayed in him” (9:3), Jesus is implying (among other things) that sin’s 

stain upon creation can always be used as a means of pointing people toward God’s 

goodness. Even if we cannot miraculously heal people’s disabilities, we can always do 

God’s work of helping people to see the light). 

 

2. Recognize God’s Work - John 9:32-33 

• In Jesus’s case, he did works of God that would prove He was the Messiah. As the blind 
man testifies, there has never been a man who could heal someone who was born blind 

(9:32). This is true even in modern times. We might have some technology that can 

restore partial sight to those born blind1, but even this cannot do what Jesus did. Just as 

described in Genesis 2:7, Jesus reached down into the dust and performed a miracle 

(John 9:6-7). We still have no means of making something, out of nothing. 

• As such, when it comes to the works of God that we can do, we should focus on the 
same things that the blind man did. We should affirm and clarify for people the grace 

we have experienced (9:8-9). We should point people directly to Jesus when they 

question our experiences (9:10-11). We should be honest about what we know and 

understand (9:12,25). We should stand firm in our confession (9:26–34). 

 
3. Recognize Jesus as Truth - John 9:35-38 

• While the blind man provides us with a model for faithful witnessing, he still lacked 

proper knowledge about Jesus. The blind man was bold about what Jesus had done for 

him, but he still originally understood Jesus as a prophet (9:17). More so, the blind man 

understood that God responds to those who worship Him and that Jesus’s miraculous 

actions must have been sourced in God (9:31-34). However, Jesus is much more than 

just a prophet who can do the works of God. Jesus is the “Son of Man,” the only one 

who can connect heaven and earth (9:35; 3:13). The only man who must be worshiped 

as God. 

• There is a strong possibility that we will also encounter people motivated to testify 

about their experience with God who lack proper knowledge of Jesus’s true nature. We 

must be gracious with these individuals, just as Jesus was. They are seeking to testify to 

their experiences, but they need proper theological guidance. We will need to go out of 

our way to seek them out and explain things to them (9:35). If they are truly seeking to 

worship God, they will respond to His Word. As Jesus says, those who continue in His 
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work are “really” His disciples (8:31-32) because He is the only source of truth and life 

(14:6). 

 
Conclusion: As pointed out already, the blind man provides us with an interesting model for 

standing for the faith. However, even though he sought to testify that his physical blindness 

was healed, he still had moments of spiritual blindness. This reality is true for us as well. Still, 

we should not allow our lack of knowledge to dissuade us from confessing our faith and 

continuing to do the work of God. Proper theological understanding is essential, but this comes 

through discipleship. As we go through the discipleship process, we can act on the things we 

know. We can do this humbly. For if we ever become prideful, we will very quickly become just 

like the Pharisees. They should have been able to see clearly, but they were blind. This led them 

to bear their own sin instead of having Jesus bear it for them (9:41). 

We should also keep in mind that testifying will cost us. The parents of the blind man distanced 

themselves from his testimony because of their fear of the Jews (9:22). The blind man himself is 

cast out of the temple (9:34). Seeking to do the works of God will cost us something and will 

often be inconvenient. But in the end, we will “be saved and find pasture” (10:9). 

 

Author Bio 

Dr. Ron Lindo, Jr. graduated from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary with a PhD in Old 
Testament. He currently serves as the Chief Academic Officer for Jackson Theological Seminary 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, while teaching High School Math and Bible at Baptist Preparatory 
School. He is also one of the life group leaders for his home church, the Church at Rock Creek. He 
and his wife, Maya, have been blessed with four wonderful children. 

 

 

1.“Bionic Eye Tech Aims to Help Blind People See,” BBC, downloaded January 23, 2023 from 
https://www.bbc.com/news/business-60316224. 
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