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Sermon Series: My Encounter with Jesus 

To be used with Session 1: Jesus Met My Greatest Need 

Sermon Title Possibilities: Jesus My All 

Scripture: John 4:7-18,25-26 

 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “My Encounter with Jesus” this 

sermon will help listeners to understand there is nothing on earth that fulfills our every need 

like Christ. As He fulfilled the needs of a Samaritan women, He will fulfill our needs, and we 

should, in turn, seek to fulfill the needs of others. 

Introduction: An important geographical feature of this passage is the well. In biblical times, 

wells provided people with an adequate water supply while also being used as meeting 

locations for social gatherings. In fact, when people gathered at these ancient wells, they could 

expect to run into their neighbors at regular times throughout the day (see Gen. 24:11; 29:3; 

Exod. 2:17-18). So perhaps the modern grocery store or gas station serves a similar role in 

terms of its purpose and location. We can learn much about engaging with unbelievers in public 

spaces when we see this similarity. In his encounter with the Samaritan woman, Jesus teaches 

us a strategy for sharing the gospel with the lost; Jesus moves from meeting a stranger to 

having this stranger, along with many others, proclaim that he is the “Savior of the world” (John 

4:42).  

1. Jesus revealed a greater thirst in me - John 4:7-15 

• One aspect of Jesus’s strategy undergirds the reality that we are humans with earthly 

needs. From the context, we know that Jesus was traveling (4:3), tired (4:6), and alone 

(4:8). The Samaritan woman also mentioned that Jesus did not have the proper 

equipment to draw the water himself (4:11). In this sense, Jesus’s request for water is 

no different from someone today asking a stranger to grab something off of the top 

shelf, or to hold the door.  

• The woman’s response to Jesus is revealing. It is not beyond speculation to infer that 

the woman could have just given Jesus the water and gone on with her day. Instead, she 

wanted to remind Jesus that he is a Jew and she is a Samaritan (4:9). While they are 

both human beings who need to drink water to survive, for the woman the ethnic divide 

between them is more important than this basic necessity. Graciously, Jesus uses this 
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opportunity to engage the woman in a way that leads her away from focusing solely on 

earthly matters to requesting water from heaven (4:10–15). We should mimic this 

practice by demonstrating to people that their earthly needs reflect their ultimate need 

for God’s heavenly provision. 

 

2. Jesus revealed my sin - John 4:16-18 

• A second aspect of Jesus’s strategy involves confronting improper theology. 
Improper theology can cause us to live incorrectly even when we understand our 
need for true living water (4:14). The woman has already requested this water in 
4:15. However, Jesus does not just accept her request. He does not just invite her to 
church and let her walk down an aisle. Instead, Jesus does this and more. 

• Jesus provides an opportunity for her to confess her sins and correct her theology. 
While we cannot read minds like Jesus, who knows everything about everyone (see 
2:24-25), we can continue to disciple people after they confess their need for 
salvation. Soon we will know enough about their lifestyle (4:16-18) and their views 
of religious practices (i.e., worship in this passage, 4:19-20,25) to be able to guide 
them toward biblical truth. Jesus helps the woman to evaluate her life situation and 
her view of worship such that she becomes His missionary to her people (4:29-30; 
39-42). We should aim to do the same as we encounter people seeking God and His 
gift of eternal life. We should seek to disciple people according to the full council of 
God. However, sometimes we may need to focus our attention on the sins that are 
most severely keeping them from living out their faith. 

 
3. Jesus revealed He is the one to trust - John 4:25-26 

• A third aspect of Jesus’s strategy is to clarify that He alone is the Messiah. This is why 
Jesus wants to make it clear that He is greater than Jacob (4:12). While Jacob’s well 
provided the Samaritans with earthly nourishment, they still needed to drink from it 
again and again (4:13-14). In other words, they always needed to come back to the well 
in hopes that there might still be water there. When we trust in Jesus, we can drink 
from a well that never runs dry. 

• Jesus’s request for the woman to get her husband is simply a chance for her to prove 
the genuineness of her request and for her to learn more about who Jesus is. After she 
truthfully answers Jesus’s request, she understands that Jesus is not just a stranger but 
a prophet (4:19). However, this understanding of Jesus is insufficient. Jesus prompts her 
to think deeper, and she soon realizes that Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ (4:25-26,29). 
Even though God has chosen to use us as his messengers, we will often fail. Instead, we 
should guide people to experience Christ for themselves so that they can respond like 
many of the Samaritans did in John 4:42. 

 
Conclusion: These three aspects of Jesus’s strategy for dealing with the Samaritan woman 

should influence how we involve ourselves with people on a daily basis. We should be sensitive 

and wise in our daily encounters. On the one hand, we should not shy away from sharing the 
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gospel. When we encounter people who demonstrate that an earthly matter is disturbing 

them, we should seek to explain how God is the ultimate solution to this issue.  

On the other hand, we should not necessarily force a gospel conversation to happen with 

everyone we encounter. Instead, we should lean into those conversations that align themselves 

with intentions of being fruitful. Here, we can learn something from comparing Jesus’s 

statement in Matthew 10:5 with his actions in John 4. While Jesus told His disciples that they 

should not enter any Samaritan towns in Matthew, in John 4:40 we are told that Jesus spent 

two days witnessing to the Samaritans. 

 

Author Bio 

Dr. Ron Lindo, Jr. graduated from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary with a PhD in Old 
Testament. He currently serves as the Chief Academic Officer for Jackson Theological Seminary 
in Little Rock, Arkansas, while teaching High School Math and Bible at Baptist Preparatory 
School. He is also one of the life group leaders for his home church, The Church at Rock Creek. 
He and his wife, Maya, have been blessed with four wonderful children. 

 

 

 

https://lifewaychristianresources-my.sharepoint.com/personal/lynn_pryor_lifeway_com/Documents/Documents/BSFL%20Writers/www.biblestudiesforlife.com

