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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice of 
God,” this sermon helps us to understand that God’s ultimate goal in our lives is to make us more 
like Jesus. Romans 8:28 declares, “We know that all things work together for the good of those 
who love God, who are called according to his purpose.” What’s God’s purpose? It’s found in the 
very next verse, Romans 8:29. The apostle Paul says that not only did God foreknow us (meaning 
intimately knew us and set His love upon us before time began) but also predestined or 
determined in advance to conform us into the image of His Son. God is working all things 
together for the purpose of making us more like Jesus Christ.  
 
Introduction: Philippians 1:6 says, “He who started a good work in you will carry it on to 
completion until the day of Christ Jesus.” But the Lord working in us and for us to transform us 
into the likeness of Christ doesn’t mean we stand idly by. We have a part to play. J.B. Phillips puts 
it this way, “Be keener than ever to work out the salvation that God has given you with a proper 
sense of awe and responsibility. For it is God who is at work within you, giving you the will and 
the power to achieve his purpose” (JB Phillips New Testament). Our response and responsibility 
to the God who is working in us has also given us the will and power (which means we are 
without excuse) to achieve His purpose to make us more like Jesus, which is “to work out the 
salvation that God has given us.” The question becomes: How do we do it?  
 

1. Put on the Right Percepts (vv. 1-4)  
If we’ve died with Him and been raised with Him, and now our lives belong to Him, it only 
makes sense that we should raise our thoughts with Him. Paul said elsewhere, “Whatever 
is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, 
whatever is commendable—if there is any moral excellence and if there is anything 
praiseworthy—dwell on (think upon) these things” (Phil. 4:8). But if we are going to be 
more like Jesus, we also need to follow the example of those who are following Christ (1 
Cor. 11:1). Paul goes on to say, “Do what you have learned and received and heard from 
me, and seen in me, and the God of peace will be with you” (Phil. 4:9). Not only should 
we set our minds on things above, and follow the examples of those who follow Christ, 
but we should look to Christ’s future appearance. If we are going to be like Him in glory, 
then we need to cooperate with the Spirit that is changing us from glory to glory (2 Cor. 
3:18). Frances J. Crosby wrote: 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! 
Oh, what a foretaste of glory divine! 
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Heir of salvation, purchase of God, 
Born of His Spirit, washed in His blood.  

(Public Domain) 
 When we “set our minds on things above,” it gives us a “blessed assurance” of our 
salvation. 

 
2. Put Off the Wrong Practices (vv. 5-9) 

We can put off sinful practices because we are new in Christ. Second Cor. 5:21 says, “If 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has passed away, and see, the new has 

come!” It can be translated, “The old has passed away and is passing away, and see, the 
new has come and is coming.” In other words, the putting off of wrong practices is a 
process, meaning it takes time. We have a saying in the church, “I’m not all that I’m 
gonna be, and I’m not all that I should be, but thanks be to God, I’m not what I used to 
be.”  
 
We are all works in progress. It is true that we have died with Christ. Paul says as much in 
Galatians 2:20, “I have been crucified with Christ, and I no longer live, but Christ lives in 
me. The life I now live in the body, I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and 
gave himself for me.” However, in living by faith, our responsibility is to put to death 
those things that are not in line with the Christ who now lives in us. God has given us the 
will to do it and the power to do it. But He has also given us the mind to do it.  

 
3. Put on the New Person (vv. 10-14) 

We have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16). It’s God now working in us to renew our 
knowledge according to the image of Christ. But once again, we have some responsibility. 
Romans 12:2 says, “Do not be conformed to this age, but be transformed by the renewing 
of your mind, so that you may discern what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of 
God.” “Discern” means not only to recognize, but to recognize in order to think upon and 
put into practice what is the good, pleasing, and perfect will of God. But God has 
primarily revealed His will in His Word. These verses make God’s will clear. His will is that 
we do not discriminate against people based on race, culture, educational or 
socioeconomic status.  
 
In Galatians 3:28, Paul includes gender as well. But of all the things Paul calls for us to put 
on, the ultimate call is to put on love which produces the other characteristics that Paul 
calls for us to put on. In fact, 1 Cor. 13:4-7 says, “Love is patient, love is kind. Love does 
not envy, is not boastful, is not arrogant, is not rude, is not self-seeking, is not 
irritable, and does not keep a record of wrongs. Love finds no joy in unrighteousness but 
rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all 
things.” And love is also the “perfect bond of unity.” 
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Conclusion: In the movie Gladiator, General Maximus, played by actor Russell Crowe, seeks to 
stir his men to fight well in the battle against Germania. To motivate them to give their 
absolute best, he says: “What we do in life echoes in eternity.”  
 
Having an eternal perspective helps us to “fight the good fight of faith” (1 Tim. 6:12), shows us 
what really matters in life, and makes all the difference in this world. How can we learn to have 
this eternal perspective? How can we learn to set our minds on things above? Throughout the 
Bible, God reminds us that He values character, values faith, values people, and values how we 
treat one another. Embracing these things can help us toward an eternal perspective on life. 
“For our momentary light affliction is producing for us an absolutely incomparable eternal 
weight of glory. So, we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is seen is 
temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:17-18). 
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