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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice,” this 
sermon seeks to help us understand that God’s voice always leads us to glorify Him and 
accomplish His purposes. Glorify means “to praise, exalt, and honor in order to make known.” 
Paul wrote that God raised up Pharoah for the purpose of glorifying Himself throughout the 
earth (Rom. 9:17). The book of Exodus teaches us that Pharoah heard God’s voice, but didn’t 
heed God’s voice, yet in spite of Pharoah’s disobedience and to Pharoah’s detriment, God 
accomplished His purpose through Pharaoh and glorified Himself anyhow! Rather than rebel 
against God’s voice, it benefits us to obey God’s voice, whose purpose is to work all things to 
our good (Rom. 8:28) and to His glory. 

Introduction: There is a conversation in Exodus 33 between Moses and God, where Moses asks 
God to please let him see His glory, in other words, Moses wanted to see God’s face. But as 
close as Moses and God were—as a matter of fact in Numbers 12:8, God said that He spoke to 
Moses “face to face,” not literally, but intimately—like no one He had spoken to before. Yet, 
despite their closeness, God also went on to say that Moses only saw His form. In response to 
Moses’ request in Exodus 33, God said, “You cannot see my face, for humans cannot see me 
and live.” While God denied Moses’ request to see His glory, He did allow Moses to experience 
His goodness in the form of His graciousness and compassion. When we seek God’s glory, the 
result is always for our good!  

But what Moses was denied, we have been granted. John 1:14 states, “We have observed His 
glory, the glory as the one and only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” We have seen 
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. Hebrews 1:3 says that Christ “is the radiance of 
God’s glory.” Furthermore, not only have we seen His glory, but we are also indwelled by His 
glory, which is “Christ in you, the hope of glory (Col. 1:27).  

We have observed His glory and we are indwelled by His, and now we are called to seek His 
glory! 

 
1. We Seek God’s Glory so We May Glorify Him (vv. 1-2) 

It’s always a good time to give God glory. “So, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you 
do, do everything for the glory of God” (1 Cor. 10:31). We glorify God through prayer (v. 1). 
We glorify God by believing what He says (v. 2) and by faithfully carrying out the assignment 
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He has given us (vv. 4,6,8). In John’s Gospel, when Jesus spoke about the hour in terms of 
glory, He was speaking about the cross. Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of 
Man to be glorified, Truly I tell you unless a grain of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it 
remains by itself. But if it dies, it produces much fruit . . . now my soul is troubled. What 
should I say—Father, save Me from this hour? But that is why I came to this hour. Father, 
glorify your name . . . as for me, if I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to 
myself. He said this to indicate what kind of death he was about to die” (John 12:23-24,27-
28,32). The glory of God is often detestable to humanity, but highly esteemed by Him (Luke 
16:15). When we truly seek God’s glory, we’ll do whatever it takes to glorify Him.  
 
But the story doesn’t end with the cross. Jesus has risen from the dead, is glorified with the 
Father, and has empowered us to be His witnesses (Acts 1:8). 
 

2. We Seek His Glory Through the Spreading of the Gospel (vv. 3-8) 
What’s the gospel? It’s the good news of eternal life through faith in Jesus Christ (v. 3). 
Jesus died to provide it and has entrusted those who believe in Him and believe in His Word 
to proclaim it (v. 8). “This is the message of faith that we proclaim. If you confess with your 
mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that God has raised him from the dead, you 
will be saved” (Rom. 10:8-9). The great hymn writer, Charles Wesley wrote, “A charge to 
keep I have, a God to glorify, a never dying soul to save and fit it for the sky. To serve this 
present age, my calling to fulfill; oh, may it all my powers engage to do my Master’s will” 
(www.hymn.org/a_charge_to_keep_i_have) – public domain). The gospel is the light of the 
glory of Christ (2 Cor. 4:4). We have been called to “proclaim the praises of Him who called 
us out of darkness into his marvelous light” (2 Pe. 2:9).  
 

3. We Seek His Glory by Praying for God’s People (v. 9) 
This doesn’t mean we don’t pray for those who don’t believe. God wants everyone saved (1 
Tim. 2:4). God’s desire is that no one should perish, but that all people would turn to Him 
and be saved (2 Pe. 3:9). However, there are times when we specifically pray for the saints. 
Paul’s request of the Ephesian church was “pray also for me, that the message may be given 
when I open my mouth to make known with boldness the mystery of the gospel” (Eph. 
6:19). We pray for God’s people not to be taken out of the world (v. 15), after all, they are 
the light of the world (Matt. 5:14). However, we pray for their joy (v. 12), that it wouldn’t be 
taken away (John 16:22). We pray for their protection from Satan (v. 15), that roaring lion, 
who prowls around, seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). Finally, we pray for their 
sanctification (their keeping and their cleansing) in the truth of God’s Word.  
 
God’s Word is God’s voice. We when follow God’s voice, it will always lead us to glorify Him. 
 

Conclusion: Alan Nanninga’s obituary identified him as a dedicated witness for Christ. Despite 
nearly a decade of declining health and many hospital stays, he earned the honorary title “The 
Praying Patient,” because of his ministry (prayers) for other patients (www.odb.org/the-
praying-patient). 
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During our times of illness and distress, trials, and tribulations, we want others to pray for us 
because we know that the prayer of the righteous are powerful (Jas. 5:16). Yet, when Jesus 
faced a bogus trial, a beating beyond recognition, and the sin of the world being placed upon 
His shoulders, He prayed for others before He asked others to pray with Him (Matt. 26:38). Our 
need for prayer may be greater than many others, but if we are going to be more like the 
Master, perhaps there are times we should look to heaven, not only to pray for others before 
we ask others to pray for us, but to pray that in the midst of our own troubles. God would be 
glorified. Perhaps there is power in that perspective on prayer that many of us have not 
experienced.  
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