
 
© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources 

 

 

 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice of 
God,” this sermon reminds us that God never calls us to do something outside of His character. 
But who God is, is determined by what God has said about Himself. And what God has said 
about Himself is found in the Scripture, so that the character of God will never contradict the 
Word of God. Numbers 23:19 declares, “God is not a man, that he might lie, or a son of man, 
that he might change his mind. Does he speak and not act, or promise and not fulfill?”  We can 
be confident that God’s Word is consistent with God’s character and belief in His Word is belief 
in Who He is. 

Introduction: There is an incident in Numbers 20 where God commanded Aaron and Moses to 
speak to a rock to bring forth water for the people. Instead, Moses struck the rock, not once, 
but twice, and not only spoke harshly to the people, but took credit for what God had done. 
Moses and Aaron acted contrary to God’s Word, which reflected a lack of confidence in God, 
and a failure to represent God’s character as holy. As a result, Moses and Aaron forfeited taking 
the people into the promised land (Num. 20:1-13).  

When we fail to believe God’s Word, we fail to believe God’s character and put ourselves in 
danger of forfeiting God’s blessings. In Exodus 20:7, God says, “Do not misuse the name of 
the LORD your God, because the LORD will not leave anyone unpunished who misuses his name.” 
“Name” is synonymous with reputation/character. To misuse God’s name means to treat it as 
worthless, useless, to use it in a deceptive and lying way. My mom used to say, “Boy, don’t act a 
lie,” obviously meaning, you can act a lie without telling a lie. Moses acted a lie; he represented 
God’s character contrary to Who God is. God’s takes His reputation seriously, and those who 
represent Him should do the same. 

1. God Reveals His Name (EXODUS 34:1-5) 
We need to be frequently reminded of Who God is. Moses had previously heard God 
proclaim His name as “the Lord.” In Exodus 3, in an encounter with a bush that refused to 
burn up, in what theologians call a “theophany,” which is a visible manifestation of God, 
Moses asked the question, “If I go to the Israelites and say to them, ‘The God of your 
ancestors has sent me to you,’ and they ask me, ‘What is his name?’ what should I tell 
them?” God replied to Moses, “I AM WHO I AM. This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 
I AM has sent me to you” (Exod. 3:13-14). We translate “I AM WHO I AM,” as “Yahweh” or 
“Jehovah,” the same name used in Exodus 34:5, when God proclaims His name as “the 
Lord.” “I AM WHO I AM,” “Yahweh,” “Jehovah,” “the Lord,” means self-existent, eternal. It 
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is the same claim that Jesus made concerning Himself, “Truly I tell you, before Abraham 
was, I AM” (John 8:58). Moses declared, “Before the mountains were born, before you gave 
birth to the earth and the world, from eternity to eternity, you are God.” However, it’s one 
thing to know that God is eternal, it’s another thing to know His essence. In other words, it’s 
one thing know His name, it’s another thing to know His nature. 
 

2. God Reveals His Nature (vv. 6-7) 
In Exodus 3 and Exodus 34, God actually reveals His nature before He reveals His name. 
God’s fundamental nature is that He’s holy. He declares it in Exodus 3, and He implies it in 
Exodus 34. Just like Moses could come no closer to God because the place where he was 
standing was holy ground (Exod. 3:5), so no person or animal, except for Moses, could come 
close to Mt. Sinai (Exod. 34:1-4), because God is holy. Holiness means set-apart, sacred, 
unlike any other, pure. Holiness permeates all of God’s characteristics. His compassion (as 
seen in Exodus 3:7-9 and in Exodus 34:6), grace, patience (that’s what “slow to anger” 
means), faithful love, truth, forgiveness, and even His discipline, are higher and holier, 
purer, and perfect, unlike any other.  
 
Verse 7 reminds us that even though God forgives us, our sin can have generational 
consequences that would be continuous if God’s mercy didn’t put a limit on it and His 
discipline didn’t deliver us from it. God reveals His fundamental nature as holy before He 
reveals other aspects of His nature because reverence has to permeate our relationship 
with Him.  
 

3. We Must Respond with Reverence (vv. 8-9) 
Just as Moses “hid his face” (Exod. 3:6), and “knelt low on the ground and worshiped” 
(Exod. 34:8), so our response to the nature of God ought to be primarily, reverence. But 
biblical reverence is not just deep respect for God but love for God that expresses itself in 
praise for His favor, a desire for His presence, a purification from sin, and a knowing that we 
are His possession. The word “possession” in this context, carries the idea of an inheritance. 
The evidence of knowing that we are His possession is the receiving of an inheritance. In 
Israel’s case, it was the reception of the promised land. In our case, it was the reception of 
the Holy Spirit, who is a guarantee of our inheritance. Ephesians 1:14 states, “The Holy Spirit 
is the down payment of our inheritance, until the redemption of the possession, to the 
praise of his glory.” Peter says, “But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 
a people for his possession, so that you may proclaim the praises of the one who called you 
out of darkness into his marvelous light” (1 Pe. 2:9). 
 

Conclusion:  
Sheridan Voysey shares a story about an interview he had with a guest. Voysey commented, 
“You’re inspiring thousands of people,” to which his guest replied, “Not thousands, millions.” 
His guest went on to remind him of his credentials—the titles he held, the things he’d achieved, 
the magazine he’d graced. Voysey went on to say that ever since that interview, he’s been 
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struck by how God revealed Himself to Moses on Mount Sinai (Exod. 34). Here was the Creator 
of the cosmos, the Judge of humanity, the Maker of 100 billion galaxies, but He didn’t use His 
titles nor mention His accomplishments or achievements. Instead, God introduced Himself as 
“the compassionate and gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness” (v. 6). 
When He reveals who He is, He reveals not His credentials, but His character. 
 
Achievements are good. Accomplishments are great. Titles have their place. But we shouldn’t 
base our significance on these things. As those who are called to follow God’s example, what 
really matters is how compassionate, gracious, forgiving, and loving we’re becoming (adapted 
from https://odb.org/US/2020/12/30/like-him-2).  
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