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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice of 
God,” this sermon calls upon you to, “Trust God from the bottom of your heart; don't try to 
figure out everything on your own. Listen for God's voice in everything you do, everywhere you 
go; he's the one who will keep you on track” (Prov. 3:5-6 MSG). Trust means to rely upon, to 
put one’s hope in, and is often used synonymously with the word faith. Hebrews 11:1 declares, 
“Faith is the reality of what is hoped for, the proof of what is not seen.” Faith is not just feeling 
that certain things will happen, but assurance that it will, because of who we’ve put our faith in. 
“Commit your way to the LORD, trust also in Him, and He shall bring it to pass” (Ps. 37:5). 
 
Introduction: An atheist said to a Quaker, “Have you ever seen God? Have you ever felt God? 
Have you ever smelled God? And you say you have a God!” After a long pause, the Quaker 
replied, “Have you ever seen your brain? Have you ever felt your brain? Have your ever smelled 
your brain? And you say you have a brain” (adapted from www.odb.org/US/1994/06/27/how-
to-know-theres-a-god). Our thinking assures us that we have a brain that we cannot see. Faith 
assures us of the existence of a God we cannot see! “For his invisible attributes, that is, his 
eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen since the creation of the world, being 
understood through what he has made. As a result, people are without excuse” (Rom. 1:20). 
That’s why the Bible says, “The fool says in his heart, ‘There’s no God’” (Ps. 14:1; 53:1). 
Humanity has no excuse for not having faith in the existence of God. 

 
1. Faith “Proves” God (vv. 1-3) 

Faith doesn’t establish God’s existence. Psalm 90:2 says, “Before the mountains were born, 
before you gave birth to the earth and the world, from eternity to eternity, you are God.” 
Faith allows us to see the evidence of God’s existence. “The heavens declare the glory of 
God, and the expanse proclaims the work of his hands. Day after day they pour out speech; 
night after night they communicate knowledge. There is no speech; there are no words; 
their voice is not heard. Their message has gone out to the whole earth, and their words to 
the ends of the world” (Ps. 19:1-4). The evidence of His eternal power and divine nature; 
the evidence of His glory (majesty, splendor); and the creation of the universe testifies to an 
almighty God, who created everything by His word. “The heavens were made by the word 
of the LORD, and all the stars, by the breath of his mouth . . . For he spoke, and it came into 
being, he commanded, and it came into existence” (Ps. 33:6, 9). Although the word 
“approved” in verse two is speaking about God’s approval of those who put their faith in 
Him, that word “approved” also means “to be a witness, “to affirm that one has seen, 
heard, or experienced something and that he or she knows it, because of divine revelation” 
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(studylight.org). Not only do we have creation as proof of God, but we have the witness of 
those who have gone before us.  
 

2. Faith Pleases God (vv. 4-6) 
The author gives evidence of a faith that bears witness to God and a faith that God 
approves or witnesses to. In Abel’s case, God approved of a faith that not only put Him first 
but was willing to make the sacrifice to give God the best, no matter what the cost (Gen. 
4:3-4). David declared, “I will not offer to the LORD my God . . . that which cost me nothing” 
(2 Sam. 24:24). In Enoch’s case, God approved of a faith that was so “joined at the hip” with 
Him, whose life was so in lockstep with God, that Enoch did not taste death, but the Lord 
took him to heaven (Gen. 5:21-24). Psalm 37:23 says, “The steps of a good man are ordered 
by the Lord, and He delights in his way. (NKJV).”  The steps of faith that God delights to 
order, the faith that God approves of, is the faith that delights in Him! “Take delight in 
the LORD, and he will give you your heart’s desires” (Ps. 37:4). 
 
The commonality of both Abel and Enoch’s faith was their drawing closer to God. Abel in his 
worship. Enoch in his walk. A life that lifts Him up and “lives Him out” are both necessary to 
draw near to God. A life that “speaks through faith (4),” and a life that lives by faith (Enoch 
didn’t die), are both necessary to please God. And both were rewarded. One through death. 
One from death. But either way, both were delivered into everlasting life! 

 
3. Faith Trusts the Promises of God (vv. 13-16) 

The apostle Paul states, “For we walk by faith, not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). We don’t put our 
faith in the promise. We put our faith in the God who promised. “For every one of God’s 
promises is “Yes” in him” (2 Cor. 1:20). Just because we may not live long enough to see 
God’s promises, doesn’t mean they won’t happen. Abraham believed God’s land promise to 
the extent that he left his own land, not knowing where he was going, arrived in the 
promised land, walked the entirety of it, and was buried in it! Abraham never saw the 
promise fulfilled, but here’s what the Scripture says, “So the LORD gave Israel all the land he 
had sworn to give their ancestors, and they took possession of it and settled there . . . None 
of the good promises the LORD had made to the house of Israel failed. Everything was 
fulfilled” (Josh. 21:43,45). Whether we see it or not, if God promised it, it will come to pass. 
 
Not only do we trust God in terms of what we don’t see, we know that what we do see is 
only temporary, “ . . . we do not focus on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal” (2 Cor. 4:18), so we look forward to “. . . 
a building from God, an eternal dwelling in the heavens, not made with hands.” 

 
Conclusion 

Faith proves God. Faith pleases God. Faith trusts the promises of God. But you cannot have 
faith apart from the good news of Jesus Christ. “So, faith comes from what is heard, and what is 
heard comes through the message about Christ” (Rom. 10:17). Salvation is God’s gift of grace 
and mercy to a world that, based on creation, has no excuse for not putting their faith in Him. 
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And yet their rebellion caused them to reject God to a point of no return. Yet, in His great love 
with which He loved us, God sent a Savior to rescue us. John 3:16 states, “For God loved the 
world in this way: He gave his one and only Son, so that everyone who believes in him will not 
perish but have eternal life.”   

 

Author Bio 

Dr. Jerome F. Coleman is the pastor of the First Baptist Church of Crestmont, Willow Grove, PA. 
Dr. Coleman successfully defended his doctoral Project, “Small Group Ministry in the Life of the 
First Baptist Church of Crestmont,” and received his Doctorate in Pastoral Leadership, May 2017 
from Carolina University. 
 

 

 


