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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice of 
God,” this session will help us to understand that the voice of God seeks to convict us of the 
truth that we are all guilty of sin in order to bring us to saving faith in Jesus Christ (Rom. 3:22-
24). Paul wrote: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your heart that 
God raised him from the dead, you will be saved” (Rom. 10:9). God did not send Jesus into the 
world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved (John 3:17). God’s 
desire is that no one should perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Pe. 3:9). 

Introduction: The word conviction, not only means “to convince or find someone guilty of an 
error or crime,” but it also means “the act of compelling the admission of truth” (merriam-
webster.com). Jesus said, “Know the truth and the truth shall set you free” (John 8:32), and “If 
the Son sets you free, you are unquestionably free” (John 8:36 - AMP).  

But what is there to be set free from? We live in a culture that increasingly dismisses sin as an 
archaic idea by ancient cultures who had little or no understanding of the mental, emotional, 
and environmental conditions that often cause ill behavior, and so they labeled what they did 
not understand as “sin.” Karl Menninger wrote, “It was a word once in everyone’s mind, but 
now rarely heard. Does that mean that no sin is involved in all our troubles . . . is no one any 
longer guilty of anything? Guilty of perhaps sin that could be repented and repaired or atoned 
for? Is it only that someone may be stupid or sick or criminal or asleep . . . has no one 
committed any sins? Where, indeed did sin go? What became of it” (Whatever Became of Sin, 
p.13). The death of sin is greatly exaggerated. Its grim existence is still seen in every graveyard. 
“For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). What does God use to convict people of the existence of sin and the need for a Savior? 

1. He Uses Our Witness (v. 32) 
A witness is someone who has personal knowledge of something. Our personal knowledge 
of God is through our belief in the gospel, the good news of Jesus Christ. When Thomas, 
saw a resurrected Jesus, he exclaimed, “My Lord and My God” (John 20:28). Jesus’s 
response was, “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe” (John 20:29). Peter 
wrote: “Though you have not seen him, you love him; though not seeing him now, you 
believe in him, and you rejoice with inexpressible and glorious joy (1 Pe. 1:3, 8). Through 
our confession of Christ, we have received the Holy Spirit. Paul stated, “In him you also 
were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of 
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your salvation, and when you believed. The Holy Spirit is the down payment of our 
inheritance, until the redemption of the possession, to the praise of his glory” (Eph. 1:13-
14). It’s the Holy Spirit that empowers us to be Christ’s “witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8).  

 
2. He Uses Our Testimony (vv. 32-36) 

A witness is also one who testifies to a fact or event. We testify that Jesus was crucified (v. 
36) and that God raised Him from the dead (v. 32). We testify that He has ascended into 
heaven (v. 34), is seated at the right hand of God (vv. 33-34) and has sent the Holy Spirit (v. 
33). We testify that Jesus Christ is both Lord and Messiah (v. 36). Messiah is the Hebrew 
word equivalent to the Greek word, “Christ,” both mean “anointed one.” An anointing was 
reserved for a king, a prince, or a priest. Revelation 19:16 says that He’s “king of kings and 
Lord of lords.” Isaiah prophesied that He would be named, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa. 9:6). The author of Hebrews says, “He is the 
great High Priest who has passed through the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God” (Heb. 4:14). 
And by citing Psalm 110:1 (v. 34), Peter is implying that He’s coming back again! The hymn 
writer declared, “He’s coming back again for me . . . one day when I was lost, He died on a 
cross, and I know it was the blood for me” (www.hymnary.org - Public Domain). It is the 
witness of both the Spirit and the Scripture (the Bible says that a fact must be established 
by the testimony of two or three witnesses, Deut. 19:15), that supports our testimony.  
 

3. He Uses People’s Conviction (vv. 37-41) 
God uses our witness and our testimony, “with many other words he testified” (v. 39), 
(along with the Spirit and the Scriptures), to convict people of sin and our need for a Savior. 
“Pierced to the heart,” also carries the idea of being pained in the mind. In other words, 
they were convicted. When a person is convinced of his or her wrong-doing and the need to 
make it right, they are ripe for repentance. Repentance is turning from sin and turning to 
God. It is a change of mind for the better which results in a change of behavior because of 
belief in a Savior. When we believe in Jesus, not only are we pardoned of sin, but we receive 
the person of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for everyone (young and old, near and far); for 
all who would believe. Paul said in Romans 1:16, “I am not ashamed of the gospel, because 
it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes.” When Peter declared, “as 
many as the Lord our God will call” (v. 39), he is simply saying that “salvation belongs to the 
Lord” (Ps. 3:8). Jesus put it this way, “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent 
Me draws him” (John 6:44). It’s not baptism that saves. Verse 41 clarifies verse 38. It is 
those who accept the message of the Gospel that are saved. How do we reach the masses, 
men of every birth. For an answer, Jesus gave the key: “And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, Will draw all men unto Me.” Lift Him up, lift Him up; Still He speaks from eternity: 
“And I, if I be lifted up  from the earth, Will draw all men unto Me” 
(www.library.timelesstruths.org – Public Domain).  
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Conclusion 

Les Misérables begins with paroled convict Jean Valjean stealing the bishop’s silverware. When 
he’s caught by the police, he expects to be found guilty and imprisoned. But the bishop shocks 
everyone when he claims he gave the silver to Valjean. After the police leave, he turns to the 
thief, “Jean Valjean, my brother, you no longer belong to evil. With this silver, I’ve bought your 
soul, I’ve ransomed you from fear and hatred, and now, I give you back to God” 
(https://www.kingdomscene.com/violent-grace/).   

Jesus not only ransomed us with something more precious than silver, “For the Son of Man did 
not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Mark 10:45), 
but He’s also ransomed us from fear and hatred. 1 John 4 says, “There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love drives out fear” (1 John 4:18) and no one who loves God can hate others (1 
John 4:20). What should our response be to all of this? “In view of the mercies of God, I urge 
you to offer yourselves as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God; this is your true worship” 
(Rom. 12:1). 
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