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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the Bible study “How to Discern the Voice of 
God,” this sermon helps us to understand God does not contradict what He already said. God’s 
truth does not change simply because we are in a different chapter in our lives. If God’s Word 
changed, we would have no assurance of the promises He’s made. Numbers 23:19 states that 
“God is not a man, that he might lie, or a son of man, that he might change his mind. Does he 
speak and not act, or promise and not fulfill?” It’s because God’s Word does not change, and 
He Himself does not change (Mal. 3:6). Because He keeps His promises and sticks to His 
principles, we can have confidence in a Savior who has provided everlasting lifefor us (Heb. 
13:8). 

Introduction: A May 19, 2022, Barna survey (https://barna.gloo.us/videos/barna-minute-bible-
accuracy), asked Americans to share their agreement with the statement: “The Bible is totally 
accurate in all the principles it teaches.” Over one in three U.S. adults (36%) agreed strongly 
that the Bible is completely accurate in everything it teaches. While the percentage 
increased significantly among Christian adults (48%), it also meant that 52% of Christians fell 
into the range of “Agree Somewhat to “Disagree Strongly,” that the Bible is totally accurate 
in all the truths that it teaches.  

Apparently, Adam and Eve fell into the range of “agree somewhat to disagree strongly,” with 
the truth of God’s Word and fell into sin as evidenced by their failure to obey God’s 
command, “You must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day 
you eat from it, you will certainly die” (Gen. 2:17). This was not a failure to discern God’s voice, 
this was disobedience to what God clearly said by listening to Satan’s voice (Rev. 12:9). If 52% 
of Christians fall into the range of “agree somewhat to disagree strongly” with what God has 
said in Scripture, no wonder so many saints are suffering from the consequences of sinful 
choices because they are listening to other voices. Whose voice are you listening to? Sin has 
made our logic faulty and our feelings irrational and therefore we need to filter every “voice” 
through God’s Word if we are to remain faithful to Him and avoid the consequences of sin.  

1. Don’t Question the Truthfulness of God’s Word (v. 1)  
It’s one thing to ask questions of God to understand His truth. It’s a vastly different thing to 
question God’s truthfulness and His trustworthiness. When the angel Gabriel appeared to 
Mary to tell her she would give birth to the Savior of the world, Mary did not question if 
what Gabriel said was true, she had a question of how this truth would come about since 
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she was a virgin (Luke 1:26-33). Gabriel had no problem answering her question: “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. Therefore, 
the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God” (Luke 1:35). Gabriel even offered 
evidence to strengthen Mary’s belief in the truth, “And consider your relative Elizabeth—
even she has conceived a son in her old age, and this is the sixth month for her who was 
called childless” (Luke 1:36). Mary’s response to God’s truth was obedience, “‘See, I am the 
Lord’s servant,’ said Mary. ‘May it happen to me as you have said’” (Luke 1:38). Mary 
believed Gabriel’s words because she believed in the God who said it, “For nothing will be 
impossible with God” (Luke 1:37). She had a question about truth, she wasn’t questioning 
the truth. God doesn’t mind answering our questions about what He said and even giving us 
evidence that what He said will come to pass. The question is, do you believe in the God 
who said it?  
 

2. Don’t Omit Any of the Truthfulness of God’s Word (vv. 2-3)  
Eve’s answer doesn’t tell the whole truth. And it’s the truth, the whole truth, and nothing 
but the truth that sets us free. Adam and Eve weren’t just free to eat from the trees in the 
garden, they were free to eat from any tree in the garden (Gen. 2:16). The word any means 
“all, the whole of, each, everything, entirely.” They could eat from any and every tree in its 
totality, so there was no need to ever eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, 
because they could find full satisfaction in each and every tree, except for one: “You must 
not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, for on the day you eat from it, you 
will certainly die” (Gen. 2:17). Eve failed to disclose that there was a tree in the middle of 
the garden that wasn’t forbidden for them to eat from, the “tree of life.” She also failed to 
name the specific tree that God commanded them not to eat from. When we omit any of 
God’s truth, we subject ourselves to fall into temptation. Then the tempter approached Him 
and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bread.” He answered, “It is 
written, Man must not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from the mouth 
of God” (Matt. 4:3-4). When we omit any of the truth of God’s Word, we subject ourselves 
to fall into temptation. 

 
3. Don’t Listen to Anyone who Contradicts the Truthfulness of God’s Word (vv. 4-6)  

John said, “For everything in the world—the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the 
pride in one’s possessions—is not from the Father but is from the world” (1 John 2:16). And 
who is the ruler of this world? None other than Satan, whom the apostle Paul calls, “the 
ruler of the power of the air, the spirit now working in the disobedient” (Eph. 2:1). Jesus 
also referred to the devil as the ruler of the world, but He declared, “He has no power over 
Me” (John 14:30). Satan appealed to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride 
of life (Gen. 3:6), and both Adam and Eve succumbed to temptation. Satan’s tactics have 
not changed. In his temptation of Jesus, he appealed to those very same things: lust of the 
flesh (Matt. 4:3-4), pride of life (Matt. 4:5-7), and lust of the eyes (Matt. 4:8-10). But Jesus 
resisted him, and the devil left him (Matt. 4:11). Satan had no power over Jesus, and he has 
no power over us because the God whom the devil has no power over now resides in us (1 
Cor. 3:16) and “greater is He that is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). James 
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says that God gives us “greater grace,” and that if we submit to God, and resist the devil, he 
will flee from us (James 4:6-7).  

 
Conclusion: The “ruler of this world” is behind many of the numerous voices tempting us to 
disobey God. John appealed to us: “Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits to see if they are from God, because many false prophets have gone out into the 
world” (1 John 4:1). How do we test if it is the Spirit of God or the spirit now working in 
those who are disobedient to God, is speaking to us? John said if a person does not confess 
Christ, he or she is not from God (1 John 4:2-3). Secondly, Paul stated that if someone 
comes preaching a different gospel from the one that saved you, let them be accursed (Gal. 
1:6-8). Thirdly, we need to study the Scriptures (2 Tim. 2:15) to make sure those who are 
teaching us are teaching truth. “Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than 
those in Thessalonica, for they received the message with great eagerness and examined 
the Scriptures every day to see if what Paul said was true” (Acts 17:11, NIV). Jesus declared, 
“You will know the truth and the truth shall set you free (John 8:32). He later said, “Sanctify 
them by truth, your Word is truth” (John 17:17). 

Note: This article on counterfeit detection may help with sermon illustrations: 
https://www.challies.com/articles/counterfeit-detection-part-1/  
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