
 
© 2022 Lifeway Christian Resources 

 

 

 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "Putting Fear in Its Place," 
this sermon shares how Christians can replace fear with joy because of the assurance that God 
has the final say.  

The Point: Fear will be a thing of the past in God’s eternal kingdom. 

Introduction 
The blues has deep roots in American history, particularly African American history. The blues 
originated on Southern plantations in the 19th Century. Its originators were enslaved people, 
ex-slaves, and the descendants of slaves—African American sharecroppers who sang as they 
toiled in the cotton and vegetable fields. It's generally accepted that the blues evolved from 
African spirituals, African chants, work songs, field hollers, rural fife and drum music, revivalist 
hymns, and country dance music.1 The blues were songs of hurt, turmoil, and pain. They sang 
the blues. 

Our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ gives us a song of hope. While life has its share of storms, 
tests, and trials, it will not be like this always. In the second coming of Jesus Christ, we will have 
victory. Why should we sing songs of joy?  

1. We Can Sing Because We Have God’s Pardon (v. 15)  
One of the fundamental facts of criminology is that a small proportion of individuals 
commit a large proportion of crimes. Data from Marvin Wolfgang's famous Philadelphia 
cohort study suggested that around 5 percent of offenders account for 40 percent of 
crimes.2 These individuals have been defined and labeled as “repeat offenders.” A 
repeat offender is a person who has already been convicted of a crime and who has 
been caught again for committing the crime and breaking the law for which, he had 
been prosecuted earlier.3  
 

 
1 Kopp, E. (2021, September 13). A brief history of the blues article @ all about jazz. All About Jazz. Retrieved 
September 26, 2022, from https://www.allaboutjazz.com/a-brief-history-of-the-blues-by-ed-kopp  
 
2 http://www.popcenter.org/learning/60steps/index.cfm?stepNum=30  
3 http://definitions.uslegal.com/r/repeat-offenders%20/ 
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We are repeat offenders. First John 1:8 says, “If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are 
deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us.” However, “If we confess our sins, He is 
faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness 
(1 John 1:9).” You can sing because the Lord has removed your punishment. “For the 
wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 
6:23). 
 

2. We Can Sing Because We Have God’s Protection (v. 15)  
We live in a world of threats. The threat of war. The threat of social inequality and racial 
injustice. We live in a time when no place seems to be safe. However, the believer can 
replace the emotions of fear which accompany those realities with joy. Why? We can 
replace fear with joy because God will protect us from our enemies. We can have the 
same confidence as the psalmist, who said, “Though an army deploys against me, my 
heart will not be afraid” (Ps. 27:3). 
 

3. We Can Sing Because We Have God’s Presence (v. 15)  
God is everything and all we need during times of trouble. This verse shares and states 
to us that God’s presence is the ultimate solution to the reversal of order when things 
get out of order. It reminds and causes us to be reminiscent that it is by the grace of 
God that we are still here and still standing. 
 
The good news is that we have the presence of God within through the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. Whenever we come to Jesus, He makes an inner deposit. We have something 
within. Jesus lives within.  
 

Conclusion 
Since we know who God is, we need to remember what everything else is not. We need not 
fear, even if many perils come against us. No matter what happens, those trusting in Him are 
safe. So, fear is removed, fear of even the most extreme physical disasters, affecting symbols of 
stability like the earth and mountains and of instability such as surging seas and volcanic 
earthquakes.4 When the world and your world are shaking, don’t you shake. Why? The “isness” 
of God is a revelation of the “is-notness” of everything else. When you know who God is, you 
can see everything else you are facing for what it is not.  

 

 

 

 
4 Geoffrey W. Grogan, Psalms, The Two Horizons Old Testament Commentary (Grand Rapids, 
MI; Cambridge, U.K.: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2008), 100. 
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