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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "Putting Fear in Its Place," 
this sermon shares with us how to overcome disappointment and discouragement. How can we 
follow God during times when God disappoints us?  

The Point: Courageously follow Jesus, even in fearful circumstances. 

Introduction:  
“There is a window in your heart through which you can see God,” says Max Lucado. Once upon 
a time, that window was clear. Your view of God was crisp. You could see God as vividly as you 
could see a gentle valley or hillside. The glass was clean, the pane unbroken. You knew God. 
You knew how He worked. You knew what He wanted you to do. No surprises. Nothing 
unexpected. You knew that God had a will, and you continually discovered it daily. Then 
suddenly, the window cracked. A pebble broke the window. A pebble of pain. And suddenly 
God is not easy to see.”1 

What has shattered your glass? What has shattered your view of God? Have you ever said to 
yourself, “If God is good all the time and all the time God is good, then why am I going through 
this?” What happens when your expectations of God contradict what you are experiencing 
from God? What happens when you must see God through shattered glass? 

1. God Shatters our Glass when He Seemingly Puts Strangers over His Servants (v. 22)  
Jesus had just performed the miracle of the feeding of the five thousand with two fish 
and five loaves. These were individuals who had given up little or nothing. They had 
made no commitment to follow Jesus. However, He did not hesitate to meet their need. 
But when the disciples are caught in the storm, He does not immediately come to their 
rescue. It seemed that Jesus had immediately met the needs of the multitude, but He 
made His disciples wait. How do we handle life when we feel like God isn’t treating you 
fair? 
 

2. God Shatters our Glass when our Serving Doesn’t Make Us Safe (vv. 22-23)   
This miracle reminds us that serving God doesn’t make life safe. Christians get cancer. 
Christian’s children get wayward. Christians get fired. Christians die unexpectantly. 

 
1 Max Lucado. In the Eye of the Storm:  A Day in the Life of Jesus, (Dallas: Word Publishing,  1991) 105-106. 
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Christians hurt. In this world, we will have tribulation. And it hurts when you have been 
giving and giving, going and going, serving and serving, and God seemingly puts your 
prayer on hold. The text states, “He made the disciples get into the boat and go ahead 
of him to the other side (v. 22).” Doesn’t obedience and faithfulness count for 
something? 
 

 
3. God Shatters our Glass when the Situation Is Serious (v. 24.) 

The text says, “Meanwhile, the boat was already some distance from land, battered by 
the waves, because the wind was against them.” They have three problems—duration, 
distance, and direction. This storm had been going on for a long time. They weren’t 
close to the land, which means they couldn’t get out of the boat or storm. Finally, the 
wind was against them. This means nothing is going in the right direction. How do we 
handle life when we have been in this situation for a long time, we can’t get out of it, 
and this situation keeps pushing us in a direction we do not want to go? 
 

4. God Shatters our Glass to Teach Us (vv. 28-29) 
There is good news: God has a reason for shattering our glass. “Jesus came toward them 
walking on the sea very early in the morning.” Whenever God shatters our glass, our 
storms are always in the path of Jesus. God shares our glass so that we maintain a 
deeper trust in Him. The passage encourages us that, eventually, our situations will 
intersect with our Savior. I know it has been a long time, but He is coming.  

Also, when God shatters our glass, we gain new abilities. And Peter answered him, 
““Lord, if it’s you,” Peter answered him, “Command me to come to you on the water.” 
He said, “Come.” And climbing out of the boat, Peter started walking on the water and 
came toward Jesus (vv. 28-29).  

Conclusion: 
Faith is the child of fear. There are some things we might have never tried had God not 
shattered are glass. One of God’s purposes, when our expectations contradict what we are 
experiencing, is to cause us to do some things we have never done before. Experiences make 
us something. They make us better spouses. They make us better parents. They make us better 
students. They make us children. They make us better people.  
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