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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "Putting Fear in Its Place," 
this sermon focuses on the theme that faith means we must abandon all other sources of 
dependence and put our trust in.  

The Point: God’s desire to work through us is no cause for fear. 

Introduction: The Gospels witness, and the ancient creeds confess that Jesus Christ was born of 
a virgin by the miraculous intervention of the Holy Spirit. The Gospel of Luke provides the 
believer with the most detailed account of the events surrounding the birth of Christ. Without 
Luke’s narrative, we would not have much information and knowledge concerning the birth of 
Jesus and would be deprived of the testimony of His mother Mary. 

Mary is a testament to what can happen when we learn to live by faith. Once a life has been 
surrendered to Christ, the most crucial and critical journey is that of trusting the omnipresent, 
omnipotent, and omniscient power of Christ to be in control of every component of life. At the 
core of this thematic thrust is the traditional and trusted acronym for faith: Forsaking All I Trust 
Him. 

 

1. Mary Maintains the Continuance of God’s Purpose. (vv. 26-27) 
Mary is living proof of God’s capacity to sustain His purpose across the ages.  
From a historical perspective, God had been silent for a period of nearly four hundred 
years. In human history, the records of divine and human intervention and involvement 
have been silenced. However, the silence of God doesn’t cancel the purpose or 
promises of God. If you want to know if God will speak again when He hasn’t in years, 
ask Mary.  
 

2. Overcoming Doubt (vv. 28-34)  
Mary mirrors the response of most of us – doubt. Hear the confusion and bewilderment 
in her voice as she questions the angel, “How can this be?” Doubt is often, like Mary, 
when we look at our potential more than God’s power. When God answers prayer, He is 
keenly aware of what you are working with. The challenge is not to allow our doubts to 
overcome our faith.  
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3. Forsaking All, Trust God (vv. 36-39) 

We must resolve to unconditionally rest on the promise and plan of God. He is in 
control. Mary stops trying to figure it out. Her response is simply: “See, I am the Lord’s 
servant,” said Mary. “May it happen to me as you have said.” She didn’t just give the 
problem to God; she gave herself. She submitted to the plan of God. There are times 
when we cannot see the supernatural happen because of our inability to submit. She 
completely surrendered her questions and her fears to God. She conquered her doubt 
with trust. 

 
 
Conclusion: Faith in the sovereign power of Christ trusts the providential and perfect will of 
God. This faith rests in the fact that through every situation in life, God can and will make a 
way. The Christian life is one incredible faith journey. In the words of Paul, “we walk by faith 
and not by sight.” (II Cor. 5:7) Meaning, we never know what’s coming next, and not many 
things turn out the way we anticipate. At times, this walk of faith can be senseless and 
incomprehensible. But, according to Hebrews 11:6, without this walk of faith, God cannot be 
pleased. We are saved by faith, enriched with the Spirit by faith, sanctified by faith, kept by 
faith, established by faith, walk by faith and surmount difficulties by faith. 
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