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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "Putting Fear in Its Place," 
this sermon shares with us how genuine love replaces fear. God's love demonstrated to us 
through the death of His Son that we have the assurance God is for us. 

The Point: There is no room for fear when God's love is in us.  

Introduction: "What's Love Got to Do with It" is a song recorded by the American singer Tina 
Turner and released in 1984. She reduced love to "a secondhand emotion." In 1970 Dionne 
Warwick and Burt Bacharach recorded the song "What the World Needs Now." The song was 
written during a time of intense racial injustice and social unrest. This world continues to be a 
place of social injustice, racial inequality, political division, and the increasing threat of war. 
What this world needs now is love.  

A child fares better when he knows that no matter what, he's loved by his parent. A student 
fares better when he knows the teacher expresses confidence in him. An athlete performs 
better when the crowd is cheering him on. To a far greater degree, we stand strong in fearful 
situations when we know God has our backs. We can rest confidently in God's love. 

1. The Cost to Provide Love (v. 14)  
Paul said in Romans 5:8, "But God proves his own love for us in that while we were still 
sinners, Christ died for us." God did not just say," I love you." He proved His love by 
sending Jesus Christ to die on the cross. Love is more than words and emotions. Love is 
action and that action will cost us something. Real love is self-sacrificing. When we 
understand more and more the depth of God's love for us demonstrated through the 
death of Jesus Christ, we can face any circumstance with faith and not fear.  

 
2. The Confession that Prompts Love (vv. 15-16)  

We live in a time when people use the word love carelessly. They use the word love to 
describe how they feel about food, cards, clothes, and sports teams. However, the 
characteristic of love that God has for us is self-disclosing. God takes the initiative to 
love us. As Christians, we must practice that same type of love. The command for us to 
love (vv.11) should be prompted by our relationship with Jesus Christ. Our confession 
that Jesus Christ is the Son of God creates a life guided by love. We can trust God when 
we rest in this love.  
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3. The Completeness of Love (vv.17-18)  

Loving God and others based upon the love we have received in Jesus Christ matters. 
God promised that whosoever believes in Jesus Christ will not perish but have 
everlasting life. God has promised us that if we believe in His son, the end is not the 
end. Abiding in the love of God gives us confidence, not fear, on the day of judgment. 
We have no reason to fear punishment or the wrath of God on the last day. We do not 
fear punishment or judgment because we abide in the love of God.  

 

Conclusion: There is so much in this world that may cause us to fear. The threats of wars, 
racism, and the economy. The Bible says, "You are going to hear of wars and rumors of wars. 
See that you are not alarmed, because these things must take place, but the end is not yet. For 
nation will rise up against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be famines and 
earthquakes in various places” (Matt. 24:6-7). We know that the judgment of God is impending 
and soon to come. However, we have no reason to fear because "perfect love drives out fear." 
The judgment will be a day of joy and not punishment for the Christian. Sandi Patty reminds us 
of this in her song “We Shall Behold Him.” 
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