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Putting Fear in Its Place 

 

 

Sermon Title: Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus 

To be used with Session 5: Courage in Place of Fear 

Scripture: John 15:18-27 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study Putting Fear in Its Place, these 

sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit. 

Introduction: We can’t deny there’s a growing hostility toward Bible-believing Christians in 

our nation. Right now, it’s nothing compared to the persecution our Christian brothers and sisters 

are facing overseas; nevertheless, the trends in our own country ought to concern us. Some time 

ago a truck company terminated two Muslim drivers for refusing to transport beer. They sued 

and were awarded $240,000. Yet when a Christian football coach led his team in prayer, he was 

fired. The fire chief in Atlanta who dismissed for expressing his beliefs about homosexuality. He 

was at the Southern Baptist Convention a few years ago, and so was the florist from Spokane, 

Washington, who was facing a lawsuit because of her refusal to participate in a same-sex 

wedding. It seems people bend over backwards to respect everyone’s rights these days, but the 

rights of Bible-believing Christians are being trodden into the ground. If these trends continue, 

who knows what will happen in the next twenty or thirty years?  

 

Every now and then I’ll come across someone who predicts that, in a few decades, there will be 

no churches left in America. Frankly, such comments are laughable. Critics said the same thing 

in the last century, the century before that, and the century before that. Jesus told us the very 

gates of hell would not prevail against His church (Matt. 16:18). History has shown time and 

again that in times of persecution, the church not only survives, it thrives! Besides, we know 

who’s going to win in the end. Remember what our Lord told His disciples: “You will have 

suffering in this world. Be courageous! I have conquered the world” (John 16:33). We can stand 

up for Jesus even in the face of persecution because we know He will win the final victory. 

 

I. The reality of persecution (John 15:18-19). 

 

A. “If the world hates you.” In the Greek language, this is a first-class conditional, meaning 

the condition is assumed to be true. 

1. The world hated Jesus before it hated His followers. 

a. Many people seem to think Jesus never upset anyone. If that were the case, He 

would never have been put to death. 

b. People hated Jesus because He spoke unpleasant truths. 

2. By the time John wrote his Gospel, persecution had become a reality for believers.  
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a. He was an old man by this time, and he was probably the last survivor of the original 

apostles. All the others had been martyred. 

b. John had spent time in exile on the isle of Patmos (Revelation 1:9). 

B. Why does the world hate people who follow Jesus? 

1. We are not of the world. 

a. We are citizens of God’s kingdom, so we have different priorities and different 

values from the world. 

b. We are not to withdraw from the world, but we are commanded to be different from 

the world (John 17:15). 

2. If we choose to obey God instead of the world, the world will hate us. 

a. Sadly, many churches are simply going with the flow. As Jesus said, the world 

loves its own (v. 19). 

b. If you proclaim the uncompromised truth, you will face criticism. 

 

II. The reason for persecution (John 15:20-21). 

 

A. Jesus reiterated that the world hates His followers because it hates Him. 

1. Why does the world hate Jesus? 

a. They hate Him because they don’t really know God. 

b. Jesus came to show us who God is and what God is like. Those who reject Him are 

rejecting God, and they only compound their guilt. 

• When I was in high school and college, one of the popular Christian singers was 

Mylon LeFevre. I remember hearing his testimony of how he grew up in a 

family of gospel singers. He strayed from God in his adult years, and he nearly 

destroyed his life with drugs. Thankfully, God put him back on the right path. 

He made a comment I’ll never forget: “There’s a big difference between 

knowing who God is and knowing Him.”  

2. To hate Jesus is to hate God Himself. 

B. Jesus had given plenty of evidence that He was from God. 

1. He had performed numerous miracles to prove He is who He claimed to be. 

a. Not only had Jesus healed the sick, but He had even proven His power over death 

by raising Lazarus back to life (John 11:28-44)). 

b. These miracles did not convince Jesus’ enemies. In fact, they caused many people 

hated Him all the more (John 11:46-53). 

2. People still persecute Christians for the same reason they persecuted Jesus: they do not 

know the true God.  

a. Muslims in various parts of the world persecute Christians because they worship a 

false god. 

b. Communists in China and North Korea persecute Christians because they do not 

believe in any god. 

c. Those who persecute God’s people will answer to the true God. 

 

III. The remedy for persecution. 

 

A. How do we stand strong even in the midst of persecution? 

1. Remember that God is still in control. 
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a. Jesus quoted from Psalm 35. He knew everything that awaited Him that night was 

all part of God’s plan. 

b. We don’t always understand God’s ways, but He is still in control even when we 

don’t understand. 

• I have a friend who teaches at Southern Seminary in Louisville, and I love what 

he posted on Facebook the day the Supreme Court made its ruling on same-sex 

marriage. He said, “The Holy Trinity did not meet in emergency session this 

morning, and they will not be holding a press conference.” His point was clear: 

none of this took God by surprise, and He’s still in control of the situation.   

2. Remember that the Holy Spirit lives in you. 

a. The Holy Spirit bears witness of Jesus through the testimony of those who follow 

Him (v. 26-27). 

b. The Holy Spirit often does His greatest work in the midst of persecution.  

• Christians in China have been persecuted for decades, yet the church in China 

has not only survived; it has thrived. 

B. Will we continue to stand for Christ even if it costs us to do so? 

1. Many Christians in America drop out of church for very trivial reasons. 

2. No matter what price you pray for Jesus, He paid a greater price for you. 

 

Conclusion: We need not be intimidated by those who reject our Lord. We know who’s going to 

win in the end! 

 

Stand up, stand up for Jesus, ye soldiers of the cross, 

Lift high His royal banner, it must not suffer loss; 

From victory unto victory, His army shall He lead, 

Till every foe is vanquished and Christ is Lord indeed. 1 
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1 “Stand Up, Stand Up for Jesus,” public domain. 
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