
 

 

Winter 2022-23 

Putting Fear in Its Place 

 

 

Sermon Title: What Does it Mean to Love Jesus? 

To be used with Session 4: Submission to God in Place of Fear 

Scripture: Luke 2:1-21 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the group study Putting Fear in Its Place, these 

sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the group study, so the pastor can reinforce the 

study from the pulpit. 

Introduction: A few years ago, my wife and I watched a TV documentary about Scientology. I 

don’t claim to be an expert on the subject, but what I’ve read on Scientology is very vague and 

bizarre. Their beliefs about God and Christ are also very vague, and that alone is reason for 

suspicion. Even so, many people embrace it, and it’s especially popular among Hollywood 

celebrities. The documentary that I mentioned was hosted by Leah Remini, who used to play on 

“The King of Queens.” She left the Church of Scientology and is on a crusade against it. Her 

documentaries contain interviews with other people who have left it. They talk about how the 

church exercised control over their personal lives and even resorted to physical abuse. They 

talked about the huge amounts of money the church forced them to spend on various books—in 

some cases, it was hundreds of thousands of dollars. When people chose to leave the church, 

they were harassed constantly. When Leah Remini left Scientology, other members were 

forbidden to have any contact with her, which is a common practice among cults. 

 

 As we watched that documentary, I was reminded of a couple of important truths. First, I was 

reminded that when people reject God, they’ll believe anything. Second, I was reminded that 

many people today are searching for truth and fulfillment in all the wrong places. Think about 

how many people have been disillusioned by Scientology and other cults. Many of them wonder 

if they can trust anyone. We have a large number of disillusioned people in our country today, 

and many of them are looking for comfort and hope in the wrong places. What a great 

opportunity that is for us to point them to the only true source of comfort and hope! Our world is 

in desperate need of good news, and we have some good news to share: the good news of our 

Lord Jesus Christ.  

 

I. The recipients of the good news (Luke 2:1-9). 

 

A. Mary and Joseph had traveled to Bethlehem to register for a Roman census. 

1. Critics like to point out that the Roman government did not require people to return to 

their ancestral homes for a census. However: 

a. The Romans usually allowed different countries to carry out a census in accordance 

with their own customs and traditions.  
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b. Genealogy was important to the Jews, so they required people to return to their 

ancestral homes for a census. 

c. Mary did not have to go with Joseph, but since her due date was near, he naturally 

took her with him. 

2. Their relocation to Bethlehem fulfilled Old Testament prophecy (Micah 5:2). 

a. Luke identified Mary and Joseph as “engaged” meaning they had not yet had sexual 

relations. Thus, he affirmed the virgin birth of Jesus. 

b. The Bible doesn’t explicitly say Jesus was born in a stable, but He was undeniably 

born in very humble surroundings.  

B. There were shepherds in the fields outside of Bethlehem. 

1. An angel of the Lord suddenly appeared to them. 

a. “The glory of the Lord.” This phrase is used many times in the Old Testament to 

speak of the visible presence of God. (See Isa. 40:5.) 

b. The shepherds were understandably terrified. In other words, they were scared half 

to death!  

2. Shepherds were a despised class in those days. 

a. The nature of their work rendered them ceremonially unclean. 

b. They had a reputation for dishonesty and thievery.  

3. God choose to reveal this news to a group of shepherds. 

a. The apostle Paul said “God has chosen what is insignificant and despised in the 

world” (1 Cor. 1:28). 

b. Jesus said, “The Son of Man has come to seek and to save the lost” (Luke 19:10). 

• “No one is so bad that he cannot be saved, and no one is so good that he need 

not be saved.” – Adrian Rogers 

 

II. The reality of the good news (Luke 2:9-14). 

 

A. A special baby had been born in Bethlehem. 

1. He is “Christ the Lord”. 

a. The word “Christ” means “anointed one,” and it’s the Greek equivalent to the 

Hebrew word “Messiah”. 

b. The shepherds were likely familiar with at least some of the prophecies of the 

Messiah, and the angel told them He had finally come.   

2. The angel described where they would find the baby. 

a. “wrapped tightly in cloth” referred to strips of cloth babies were often wrapped in 

them. 

b. It was not unusual to see a baby wrapped in strips of cloth, but it was unusual to see 

a baby lying in a manger! 

B. Suddenly, the sky was filled with “a multitude of the heavenly host”. 

1. Luke was fond of details. Since he used an imprecise word like “multitude,” there were 

probably more angels than could be counted.  

a. They had a unique perspective because they had known Jesus long before His 

incarnation. 

b. Mary and Joseph may not have fully understood who Jesus was at this time, but the 

angels certainly did. 
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2. “Peace on earth to people he favors!” This may be one of the most misunderstood 

phrases in the New Testament. 

a. The angels were not talking about peace among men, but peace between man and 

God. 

b. Because of our sins, we were under God’s wrath (Eph. 2:3), but through Jesus, we 

have peace with God (Rom. 5:1). 

 

III. The reaction to the good news. 

 

A. The shepherds may not have fully understood what happened that night, but they knew it 

was something the world had never seen before. 

1. After they found the baby, they spread the word about Him, and they also shared what 

the angels had said about Him. 

• When my wife and I became engaged, I wanted everyone to know about it. After 

all, I had been a bachelor a long time, so I was excited that I was finally getting 

married. How much more excited should we be over the good news of our Lord 

Jesus! 

2. “Mary was treasuring up all these things in her heart” 

a. A lot had happened to Mary over the last nine months, and she was likely trying to 

piece it all together. 

b. The angel Gabriel had told her that the Child she bore was the Son of God (Luke 

1:35), but did she really understand what that meant? 

B. What should be your response to Jesus? 

1. If you have not already done so, you should repent of your sins and believe on Him as 

your Lord and Savior. 

2. If you have already trusted in Jesus, you should tell others about Him. 

 

Conclusion: Dr. E.V. Hill was pastor of Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church in Los Angeles 

for more than thirty years. He used to tell about when his life was threatened by the Black 

Panthers. They told him they didn’t like him preaching about that “white Christ.” Dr. Hill 

replied, “I don’t know anything about a white Christ. I know about Christ—a Savior named 

Jesus—but I don’t know what color He is. He was born in brown Asia, He fled to black Africa, 

and He was back in heaven before the gospel got to white Europe, so I don’t know what color He 

is. I do know one thing: if you bow at the altar with color on your mind, and get up with color on 

your mind, go back again—and keep going back until you no longer look at His color, but at His 

greatness and His power—His power to save.” 

 

 When Dr. Hill received this death threat, the police came and checked over his church facility. 

They found no evidence of foul play, but they feared for Dr. Hill’s safety. This was on a 

Wednesday, and they told Dr. Hill he shouldn’t preach the following Sunday. Dr. Hill wouldn’t 

hear of it. When Sunday arrived Dr. Hill’s deacons told him, “Pastor, we’re all going to sit on the 

front row.” Dr. Hill said, “Sit wherever you want. I’ve got my message, and I’m going to talk 

about this great Savior. I’m going to call His name out loud. If it’s my last time and a bullet 

strikes me down, I want to go out saying, Jesus!” 1 
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 May we have that same level of boldness today. Let us keep on telling people who Jesus is and 

what He has done, regardless of what it may cost us. He is the best news ever! 

 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a B.S. in 

history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-America Baptist 

Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate professor of government at 

Hampden-Sydney College. 

_________________________ 

 
1 E.V Hill, A Savior Worth Having, Chicago: Moody Press, 2002, pp.33-34. 
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