
 

 

 

Winter 2022-23 

Putting Fear in Its Place 

 

 

Sermon Title: What Does it Mean to Love Jesus? 

To be used with Session 3: Love in Place of Fear 

Scripture: John 21:15-23 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the group study Putting Fear in Its Place, these 

sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, so the pastor can reinforce 

the study from the pulpit. 

Introduction: Several years ago, I read an article in which the writer voiced his criticisms of 

churches today. Among other things, he said he was sick and tired of mission and values statement. 

He noted Jesus’ statement that the greatest commandment is to love the Lord with your heart, soul 

and mind, and that the second greatest commandment is to love your neighbor as yourself. The 

writer then declared, “Love God. Love others. Task completed.” I don’t mean any disrespect, but 

I think the writer needs to go back and read the New Testament again. Jesus said those were the 

two greatest commandments, but He didn’t say they were the only commandments. Furthermore, 

He said all the law and the prophets hang on these two commands. That is, if you truly love God 

and truly love your neighbor, the rest of the commandments will take care of themselves. In other 

words, loving God and loving your neighbor covers a lot of territory. 

 

 Unfortunately, many people today have a very superficial understanding of love. They equate love 

with feelings and emotions. There is an emotional aspect to love, but true love goes much deeper 

than that. It requires commitment, perseverance, and sacrifice. 

 

 In John 21:15-23, we see a conversation between Peter and the Lord Jesus. On the night Jesus was 

crucified, Peter had denied that he knew Jesus—not once, but three times. Now Jesus had risen 

from the dead, and He asked Peter a very pointed question: “Do you love me?” This raises a 

question for us: what does it mean to love Jesus? We say we love Jesus. We even sing songs about 

it: “Oh, how I love Jesus, because He first loved me.” But what exactly does it mean to love Jesus? 

What kind of love does Jesus expect and require of us?  

 

I. Love requires compassion (John 21:15-17). 

 

A. The disciples had returned to Galilee after Jesus’ resurrection. 

1. Peter and six of the other disciples went fishing. 

a. After fishing all night and catching nothing, they saw a stranger on the shore who 

told them to cast their nets on the opposite side of the boat. They did, and they 

caught a huge number of fish. 

b. Peter and John were likely reminded of a similar incident a few years before (Luke 

5:4-11), and they knew the stranger was Jesus.  

2. After the disciples came ashore and ate breakfast with Jesus, Jesus asked Peter a 

question: “Do you love me?” 
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a. “More than these” – Jesus was likely referring to the other disciples, since Peter 

had vowed to stay with Jesus even if the others fled.  

b. Many scholars note that Jesus used the Greek word agape, while Peter responded 

with the word phileo. However, this is probably not significant, since the words 

were often used interchangeably.   

c. It is significant that Jesus asked this question three times, since Peter had denied 

Him three times.  

B. We often overlook Jesus’ response to Peter’s affirmation of his love: “Feed my sheep”. 

1. If we really love Jesus, we’re going to love what He loves. 

a. Peter no doubt remembered this command when he wrote his First Epistle (1 Peter 

1:22). 

b. John also emphasized the importance of love (1 John 4:18-22). 

2. We will have a special love for the church. 

• A few years back, there was a popular book called They Like Jesus, but Not the 

Church. Alas, such a concept is foreign to Scripture. The Bible says the church is 

Christ’s bride and His body. To despise the church is to despise Jesus Himself.  

 

II. Love requires courage  (John 21:18-19). 

 

A. Jesus made a strange prediction about Peter’s future. 

1. He contrasted Peter’s present lifestyle with his future. 

a. Though Israel was under control of the Roman Empire, Peter had a great deal of 

personal freedom. He could go where he wanted to go and do what he wanted to 

do. 

b. Jesus warned Peter it wouldn’t be like that when he was old. Others would watch 

over him and take him places he did not want to go. 

2. John noted that Jesus was speaking about Peter’s martyrdom. 

a. Church tradition says Peter was crucified upside down. Whether that story is true 

or not, it is likely he died a martyr’s death (2 Peter 1:14). 

b. By the time John wrote his Gospel, Peter was already dead, so John knew Jesus’s 

prediction had proven true. 

c. Peter had failed Jesus when he denied Him, but Jesus assured him he would not 

fail Him again.  

B. Loving Jesus can cost you in this world. 

1. Jesus said the world hates Him, and it will hate those of us who follow Him (John 

15:18-21). 

a. Many Christians around the world are sacrificing their lives for no other reason 

than they follow Jesus. 

b. Hatred for Jesus is growing in America. (Many Americans will say they love Jesus, 

but when you show them what the Bible actually says about Him, they don’t like 

Him so much.)  

2. No matter what price we pay, Jesus paid a greater price for us.  

a. He not only suffered the agony and shame of crucifixion, but He also took our sins 

upon Himself. 

b. Jesus told Peter, “Follow me” (v. 19). When you keep your eyes on Jesus, He will 

give you strength to face every trial. 

 

III.  Love requires commitment (John 21:20-23). 
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A. Peter asked Jesus a question about “the disciple whom Jesus loved,” who was probably 

John. 

1. Why did Peter ask this question? 

a. The book of Acts tells of Peter and John preaching together, so they may have had 

a close relationship. 

b. John was likely the youngest of the eleven disciples.  

2. Jesus essentially told Peter it was none of his concern. 

a. John noted that Jesus’s remarks gave rise to a rumor that he would never die. 

b. At the time John wrote these words, he was the last of the original twelve apostles, 

so this only fueled the rumors.  

B. Loving Jesus means staying with Him in good times and bad. 

1. We can get so focused on what others are doing that we neglect our own duty to follow 

Jesus. 

a. Sometimes church members get frustrated because other members aren’t helping 

out. As a result, they get mad and quit (which doesn’t solve sanything).  

b. Sometimes pastors get jealous of other churches. 

• Every now and then, I get irritated when I see pastors drawing huge crowds, 

and it really galls me when such pastors aren’t even preaching the Bible. Yet I 

can imagine Jesus saying, “What is that to you? Follow me!” 

2. Are you willing to follow Jesus even when it’s not easy to do so? 

 

Conclusion: When Dr. Tom Eliff was president of the International Mission Board, he told of a 

mission trip he had taken to Africa. He presented the gospel to a crowd of people, and then he 

invited them to come to Christ. To his surprise, not a single person responded. He had preached 

there many times, and the people were usually hungry for the Word of God. It was the first time 

he had ever given an invitation in that area and not have anyone respond. He explained the gospel 

again, in as plain and simple terms as he possibly could. Again, he gave the invitation, with all the 

earnestness and passion he could muster. Still, no one responded. Naturally, he was discouraged. 

As he reflected on the experience later, he was reminded of an important truth. We don’t proclaim 

the gospel because people respond. We proclaim the gospel because we love Jesus. 

 

 We need to keep that in mind as we press forward into the future. Yes, we want people to be saved. 

We want to see people added to our church. We want to make an impact on this community and 

our state and our nation. However, that’s not the main reason we have all these ministries. We do 

it because we love Jesus. The Bible says we love Him because He first loved us. He loved us 

enough to sacrifice His life for us. How can we not love Him in return? 

 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a B.S. in 

history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-America Baptist 

Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate professor of government at 

Hampden-Sydney College. 
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