
 

 

Winter 2022-23 

Putting Fear in Its Place 

 

 

Sermon Title: Security for Eternity 

To be used with Session 2: Security in Place of Fear 

Scripture: John 10:22-30 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the small group study Putting Fear in Its Place, 

these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group study, so the pastor can 

reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

Introduction: When I was growing up, I knew quite a few people who had lived through the Great 

Depression, including my own parents and my grandmother. People who lived in those days knew 

just how fickle your financial situation could be. The country had enjoyed a long period of 

prosperity in the 1920’s, and when Herbert Hoover became President in 1929, he predicted that 

the economy would continue to thrive for years to come. Less than eight months after he took 

office, the stock market crashed, and many people’s investments were wiped out. Groucho Marx 

used to reminisce about those days. Like many people in the 1920’s, he had invested heavily in 

the stock market. He said he was playing golf when the market crashed. He said he walked off the 

eighteenth green as a rich man, and by the time he got back to the clubhouse he was a pauper! 

 

 The Bible doesn’t say a whole lot about financial security. It tells us to work and provide for our 

families, but it also warns us about trusting too much in riches. As I write this, we are in the middle 

of an election season, so we are hearing a lot about national security. I certainly want our country 

to be protected, and I also appreciate the military and the police who risk their lives to protect. 

However, the Bible also warns about trusting too much in soldiers and weapons. If God chooses 

to judge our country, all the soldiers and weapons in the world won’t be able to stop Him. There’s 

only one source of true security, and that’s in the Lord Jesus Christ. This world will someday pass 

away, but if you’ve trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are secure for eternity. 

 

I. A peculiar request (John 10:22-24). 

 

A. Jesus was attending “the Feast of the Dedication”. 

1. This feast was also known as “Hanukkah” or “the Feast of Lights”, and it originated 

during the Intertestamental Period.  

a. Alexander the Great conquered the known world, and he required all of his 

conquered nations to learn Greek. 

b. In 167 B.C., the Greek ruler Antiochus Epiphanes turned the Jewish temple into a 

place of pagan worship. This sparked the Maccabean revolt among the Jews. 

c. When the Maccabeans took control of the temple and cleansed it, they had a 

special feast rededicating it to worship of the Lord.  

2. Hanukkah probably caused a lot of Jews to think about their past bondage under the 

Babylonians, Persians, and Greeks, and of their present bondage under the Romans. 
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a. Except for a brief period under the Maccabeans, the Jews had known no political 

independence for more than 600 years. 

b. Many of them looked for the Messiah to liberate them from the Romans and 

reestablish their independence.  

3. They asked Jesus pointblank if He was the Messiah.  

a. Jesus had already told them who He was, and He had done all kinds of miracles to 

prove it. 

b. The religious leaders didn’t believe Him because they did not want to believe 

Him.  

 

II. A pointed rebuke (John 10:25-26). 

 

A. Jesus said, “I did tell you and you don’t believe.” 

1. Jesus had told them many times that He was from God. 

a. Jesus claimed God was His Father (John 5:17-18). 

b. Jesus claimed to be the “Bread of Life” (John 6:35-51). 

c. Jesus claimed to have existed before Abraham (John 8:58). 

d. Jesus claimed He had power to lay down His life, and to take it back again (John 

9:17-18). 

2. Jesus had done miracles to back up His claim. 

a. Jesus had turned water to wine (John 2:1-11). 

b. Jesus had healed a nobleman’s son (John 4:46-54). 

c. Jesus had healed a lame man (John 5:1-15). 

d. Jesus fed thousands of people with just a few loaves and two fish (John 6:1-15) 

e. Jesus healed a blind man (John 9:1-41). 

B. The Jews did not believe because they were not of His “sheep”. 

1. His sheep know Him, and He knows them. 

a. Sheep have many negative qualities, but they know their shepherd.  

b. Christians can disagree on many issues, but it is a very serious matter when 

someone teaches falsely about Jesus. 

• My all-time favorite preacher is Adrian Rogers. I heard him preach many 

times when I was a seminary student, and I even shook hands with him once. 

He and I had several mutual friends. However, if you had asked him about 

me, he’d have had no idea who you were talking about. Thus, I cannot rightly 

say I knew Adrian Rogers, because he didn’t know me.   

2. His sheep follow Him. 

a. They go where He goes and do what He says. 

b. When sheep stray, the shepherd goes after them. Likewise, the Lord disciplines 

His sheep when they go astray. 

 

III.  A powerful reassurance (John 10:27-30). 

 

A. Jesus gives His sheep eternal life. 

1. “They will never perish” – In the original Greek language, this phrase contains a 

double negative.  
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a. Double negatives are bad grammar in English, but in Greek, they are used for 

emphasis. 

b. Jesus emphasized that those who trust in Him will never perish.  

2. No one can take us out of our Lord’s hand.  

a. Some say we can take ourselves out of God’s hand, but the image is one of Him 

holding on to us tightly. 

b. Even when we stray, the Shepherd comes looking for us. 

• When I was in seminary, I had a friend who was from Kenya. He was familiar 

with sheep, and one thing he noticed was that when sheep wander away, they 

can’t find their way back. That’s why they need a shepherd. Likewise, if it 

were a matter of our faithfulness, we would be in trouble. Aren’t you glad to 

know we have a faithful Shepherd? 

B. Jesus noted that His Father “is greater than all”. 

1. Jesus said, “The Father and I are one.” 

a. Some say Jesus only meant that He and the Father were in agreement, but the 

Jews clearly understood this as a claim to divinity. (See John 10:33.) 

b. If anyone else had said it, such a claim would have been blasphemous, but Jesus 

simply spoke the truth.  

2. If you have trusted in Jesus as your Lord and Savior, you are as secure as the promise 

of Almighty God. 

a. Eternal security is not a license to sin (Rom. 6:1-2). 

b. Isn’t it good to know, even in those times of failure, that you’re secure for 

eternity? 

 

Conclusion: Years ago, I read a story about a man who had taken his son to a session of the United 

States Senate. The son noticed the Senate chaplain, and he asked his father if the chaplain prayed 

for the Senators. The father replied, “No, he just listens to them, and then he prays for the country!” 

I believe Christians ought to vote for candidates who will stand for biblical principles, but we must 

always keep politics in the right perspective. In the first place, only God can change a person’s 

heart, so we must continue to pray for genuine awakening in America regardless of who wins the 

elections. Secondly, we must remember that all earthly nations, including the United States, will 

someday pass away. The only kingdom that will last forever is the Kingdom of God. If you know 

Jesus as your Lord and Savior, then you need not worry about what the future holds. You have 

security for eternity! 
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