
 

 

 

Winter 2022-23 

Putting Fear in Its Place 

 

 

Sermon Title: Regaining Our Fear of God 

To be used with Session 1: The Fear of God 

Scripture: Acts 5:1-11 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the small group study Putting Fear in Its Place, 

these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the Bible study, so the pastor can reinforce 

the study from the pulpit. 

Introduction: One year when I came home for Christmas, a stray dog showed up at my parents’ 

house. My sister was visiting with her children, and they really took to him. He was a cute little 

dog and very friendly, so we dropped plenty of hints that Mom and Dad should keep him. My 

mom seemed OK with the idea, but Dad was wary. He liked dogs as much as anyone, but he was 

always suspicious of strays. When he was little, he knew a girl who was bitten by a stray dog, and 

she later died of rabies. He was OK with keeping the dog, but he told us not to get too friendly 

with him until he had been vaccinated. Unfortunately, we never got to that point. The morning my 

sister and her kids left for home, the dog ran down to the highway to look for them, and a car hit 

him and killed him.  

 

 My Dad was a brave man, but he had a healthy fear of stray dogs. Fear is not always a bad thing. 

It can help you avoid a lot of trouble. I want us to consider a question: has the church lost its fear 

of God? I’m not talking about Americans in general. I want to talk specifically about the church. 

Have churches in America lost their fear of God? Many of them don’t even like to talk about the 

subject. They’ll talk about the love of God and the mercy of God, but they don’t want to talk about 

the fear of God. Yet the Bible has much to say about the fear of God. It says, “The fear of the LORD 

is the beginning of wisdom” (Prov. 9:10). The writer of Ecclesiastes searched for meaning in 

various areas of life, and he came to this conclusion: “fear God and keep his commands, because 

this is for all humanity” (Ecc. 12:11). Why is it important to fear God? Simply put, you cannot 

appreciate God’s love and grace until you first develop a healthy fear of Him. 

 

I. A sinful leader (Acts 5:1-6). 

 

A. Ananias was not a leader in the church, but he was the leader of his home. 

1. Being head of the family is not so much a privilege as it is a responsibility.  

a. God will call both parents to account for the spiritual training of their children, but 

He will demand primary accountability from the father. 

b. A father should not lead by dictating, but by example.   

2. Ananias proved to be a bad example. 

a. He sold a piece of property and gave most of the money to the church, but he kept 

back part of it for himself. 
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b. The word translated “kept back” is the Greek word nosphizomai, which can also 

mean “misappropriate” or “embezzle.” 

c. Evidently, Ananias had made a vow to give all the money to the church, but he did 

not fulfill his vow. His sin was not keeping the money, but his pretense of keeping 

a vow he had not kept.  

B. Ananias fooled a lot of people, but he did not fool God. 

1. The Bible doesn’t tell us how Peter knew what Ananias had done, but it’s a safe guess 

that the Holy Spirit told him. 

a. God sees and hears everything we do, say, or think (Prov. 15:3). 

b. Peter did not rebuke Ananias for keeping part of the money, but for lying.  

c. Abraham Lincoln famously said, “You can fool all of the people some of the time, 

and some of the people all of the time, but you can’t fool all of the people all of the 

time.” I would add to that by saying you can’t fool God any of the time.  

2. As a result, God struck Ananias dead. 

a. Your life belongs to God, and He can take it away anytime He chooses. 

b. Lying is a very serious offense (Prov. 6:16-19; 12:22). 

 

II. A sinful follower (Acts 5:7-11). 

 

A. Saphira knew about Ananias’ scheme from the very beginning. 

1. Though Ananias was the head of the family, Saphira could have protested. 

a. The Bible commands wives to be submissive to their husbands, but that doesn’t 

mean they should keep silent when their husbands are doing something destructive 

and foolish. 

b. She went along with his scheme, so she was as guilty as he was. 

2. When Saphira arrived, three hours had passed since Ananias’ death. 

a. Saphira was completely unaware of what had happened to her husband. 

b. Peter knew Ananias and Saphira had kept part of the money, but he was probably 

giving Saphira a chance to confess (v. 8). 

B. What if Saphira had admitted to what she did? 

1. We can only speculate, but the Bible does say God shows mercy to those who confess 

their sins (1 John 1:9). 

2. When Saphira was struck dead, “great fear came upon the whole church.”  

3. Ananias set a bad example for his wife, and Saphira followed his bad example, so God 

made an example of them both! Through these actions, God was letting them know He 

meant what He said. No one could defy Him and get away with it.  

 

III. The church today. 

 

A. Many churches fear everything except God. 

1. They refuse to preach the Gospel because they fear adherents of other religions more 

than they fear God. 

2. They refuse to denounce homosexuality, abortion, and transgenderism because they 

fear the current culture. 

3. Pastors deliver self-help lectures and motivational speeches instead of preaching the 

Bible because they fear losing their crowds.  
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B. How do you regain your fear of God? Start by remembering who He is. 

1. He is our Creator, and our entire existence depends on Him. 

2. He is holy, and He will not tolerate sin. 

3. He is just, and He will call us to account for our sins. 

 

Conclusion: Back in the 1970’s, there was a popular Christian film called “A Thief in the Night”. 

Today’s young people would probably laugh at it. (I first saw it when I was a college student in 

the 80’s, and it was pretty dated even then). The movie was about the return of Christ. The church 

was taken out of the world, and a number of people were left behind. The movie focused on those 

who were left. I didn’t agree with all of its theology, and I still don’t, but there was one character 

in the movie who particularly intrigued me. He was a pastor, and he was rather liberal in his views 

of the Bible. At the beginning of the film, he told his congregation that it didn’t really matter if the 

Bible was true, and it didn’t really matter if a person believed in Jesus. He said the important things 

were love and brotherhood. You can probably guess what happened to him. When the Lord 

returned, he was left behind! One scene showed him weeping over his Bible and crying out to God.  

 

 I was studying for the ministry at the time, and that scene made a big impact on me. I would be 

horrified to know that someone had been shut out of the Kingdom of God because I had taught 

them false doctrine. Many churches today are preaching false doctrine because they fear the culture 

more than they fear God, and they will answer to Him in the end. Let us pray that the churches of 

America will regain their fear of God, that they will remember who He really is, and that they will 

proclaim His Word without fear and without apology. When the church regains its fear of God, 

then we might see true revival in America. 

 

 

Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a B.S. in 

history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-America Baptist 

Theological Seminary.  
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