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How to Discern the Voice of God 

 

 

Sermon Title: Honoring God in Our Humility 

To be used with Session 5: Does It Honor God? 

Scripture: James 4:6-10 

 

Connection with the Study: To complement the Bible study “Does It Honor God?” this sermon 

will explore a passage in James to see God’s perspective on pride as well as our response. If we 

do not respond in humility, then we are not being obedient to God’s commands as outlined in 

this passage. 

Introduction: Many of us had a parent or grandparent who had the unique ability to raise an 

eyebrow at least halfway up his forehead if we stepped out of line. A word would not need to be 

uttered. He only had to give us the look, that one raised eyebrow that gave us a warning. This 

look was not given out of anger, but truly out of love. We had stepped out of line and our parent 

or grandparent wanted us to step back in line because they knew this would be best. 

We learned in Bible study this morning that our actions should seek to honor and glorify God. 

This was true of Christ, and it needs to be true of us too. If, however, we are operating out of 

pride, we are apt to receive God’s attention in a way that is not beneficial to us. Today’s message 

reveals a loving Father who warns us of this and provides clear directives on how to avoid pride 

and honor Him in all that we do.  

 

1. God’s perspective on pride (v. 6). 

a. He resists the proud. To fully understand what the Bible is telling us, we need to do a 

quick word study on the word “resists.” The term itself has military undertones and it 

means to actively stand in opposition against another. It is also important to ask a 

question here. Who or what is in opposition of the proud? The Scripture answers this 

question for us: God. He is in active opposition to those who embody a sense of pride and 

arrogance. 

 

As we learned in Bible study this morning, God’s voice always leads us to glorify Him. 

When we seek to glorify God, we point others to Him and not to ourselves. When we 

point others to ourselves, we are embracing pride, and this catches God’s attention. We, 

like Jesus, should always seek to glorify God. 

 

b. He gives grace to the humble. The Scripture points out what God is opposed to, and it 

also points out what He favors. James told the persecuted and scattered church that God 

gives grace to the humble.  
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We once again need to understand several words here. First, we see that grace is given 

and not earned. If we think we can earn grace, then we think it is all about our personal 

accomplishments—and this is prideful. Second, we need to understand grace as God’s 

unconditional love. According to the Bible, we receive His grace when we live and 

operate in humility. We need God’s grace every moment of every day. His Word shows 

us experience His grace as we live in humility. 

 

2. Our response to God’s perspective (vv. 7-10)/ 

In James 4:7-10, we see ten distinct commands on how to respond to our loving Father as He 

seeks to lavishly share His grace with the humble. We are going to look at three of these 

commands. Each of these commands are intended to be lived out in the present. 

 

a. We should submit to God (v. 7). 

We once again encounter a military style word. The word submit means to fall in behind 

someone else who is in authority. If we are striving to glorify God in the manner that 

Jesus glorified the Father, then we must fall in behind His will and His ways. This is not 

an easy thing to do because our culture tells us that we should make life all about 

ourselves. God’s Word, however, says that life is all about Him. The way we can fulfill 

this command is to draw near to Him. 

 

b. We should draw near to God (v. 8). 

Drawing near to God means pressing into Him during times of trial as well as times of 

celebration. It means striving to hear His voice in the chaos of this world as well as when 

it is quiet. We can live out this command by regularly spending time with Him. Yes, this 

is a time of sharing our struggles and concerns in prayer. It is also a time of listening to 

Him and this is best done by studying and applying His Word to our lives. 

 

c. We should choose humility (v. 10). 

The last of the ten commands is to humble ourselves before the Lord. The command 

shows a personal choice. We are to choose to live in humility before the Lord. The 

command is also written in the present tense; it is something we are to do continually. As 

we read this passage today, we are to humble ourselves before the Lord. If we read the 

passage tomorrow, we are to humble ourselves before the Lord. Being written in the 

present tense reflects a continual lifestyle as opposed to a one-time event. 

 

 

Conclusion: The Bible says, “God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” We do not 

want God to oppose us because we know that He will win. We want His grace, and He shows us 

how to receive His grace. The first step towards humility is to admit that we are sinners and in 

need of grace. The Bible says that all have sinned and fallen short of God’s perfect standard 

(Rom. 3:23). God does not want to leave us in our fallen state. Therefore, He sent His Son to 

save us. If you have never admitted your sin and need for the Savior, please do not let pride stop 

you today. If you have admitted your need for the Savior, would you be willing to ask God to 

point out your pride so that you can repent and experience His grace afresh and anew today? 
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