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How to Discern the Voice of God 

 

 

Sermon Title: The Walk of Faith 

To be used with Session 3: Does It Call You to Trust God? 

Scripture: 2 Corinthians 5:6-10 

 

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Does It Call You to Trust 

God?” this sermon will expound upon the teachings of Paul to the church at Corinth in showing 

that trusting God is not merely an event, but rather a journey. We learned in our Bible study 

groups that “without faith it is impossible to please God” (Heb. 11:6). We will learn in today’s 

message that faith is a daily journey of obedience. When we engage in this journey, we have 

confidence in who God is because we know that He is using us and our walk with Him is 

pleasing to Him. 

Introduction: How many of us enjoy going on a walk? Many times, especially if we are 

extroverts, we find someone to go on a walk with as we seek to enjoy the journey. If we are 

walking with a loved one at the end of the day, we will take the time to set aside the cell phones 

and other distractions and simply talk. If we walk at the start of the day, even if we do so by 

ourselves, we may use that time to commune with God, share our prayer concerns and seek to 

discern His still small voice at the start of our day. 

We learned in Bible study this morning that we can discern the voice of God as He calls us to 

trust Him. This calling to trust Him is faith and we will learn in today’s sermon that faith is a 

journey; faith is a walk with the Father. A walk signifies a journey and not simply an event. The 

Father calls us to journey with Him on a daily and even a moment-by-moment basis. 

 

1. We are to walk by faith (v. 7). 

Paul was clear in saying that we are to walk by faith and not by sight. He wrote this not as a 

suggestion, but rather as a command. If we are to strive to live this out, then we are called to 

trust in the goodness of God and live in obedience to His commands. We can look at it this 

way. A little child can see a hot stove top and think that it would be fun to play with the 

pretty red stove top. A loving parent will seek to intervene to help the child avoid pain. As 

the parent yells, “STOP,” the child must decide if he believes the parent is good and loving 

or simply trying to spoil his fun with the pretty red object. We too need to decide if we truly 

believe in the goodness of God as we encounter His command to walk by faith and not by 

sight. 
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Our sight may tell us that we do not have enough time in our day to spend time with God. 

God’s word tells us, “Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes from 

the mouth of the LORD” (Deut. 8:3). Our sight tells us that we cannot afford to give anything 

to God and yet His Word tells us: “’Test me in this way,’ says the LORD of Armies. ‘See if I 

will not open the floodgates of heaven and pour out a blessing for you without measure’” 

(Mal. 3:10). Our sight tells us that God could never use someone like us. God’s Word says, 

“Do not lack diligence in zeal; be fervent in the Spirit; serve the Lord” (Rom. 12:11). We 

know that parents desire what is best for their children and their commands reflect that. Our 

heavenly Father desires what is best and offers us the command to walk by faith. 

 

2. We are to walk in confidence (vv. 6 & 8). 

We all hopefully have experienced moments in which we had a great deal of confidence. It 

may have been the chemistry test in high school because we had the periodic table 

memorized. It may have been that time we knew all the answers before the questions were 

even asked when presenting the next project to the corporate executives. No matter the 

circumstances, we had confidence, and we were ready for the test. 

 

Paul told the church at Corinth twice to exude this kind of confidence. This confidence, 

however, was not in test answers or a way to make a greater profit for the company. The 

confidence was in the fact that this is not our eternal home. Instead, for those who have a 

personal relationship with the Father through the Son, we have an eternal home waiting for 

us. When we engage in a journey with this fact, the finish line is glory. We misrepresent 

what is taught in the Scripture when we think baptism is the end goal. Following Jesus in 

obedient baptism is at the beginning, but the journey of faith continues. The end is glory, and 

we can be confident in knowing that this world is not our home. 

 

3. We are to walk in a pleasing manner (v. 9). 

Some of us are meticulous. We cannot start our day without a to-do list. If we do something 

that is not on the to-do list, we will put it on the list so we can mark it off. For those of us 

who do this, we have an aim each day. We want to cross as many things off the to-do list as 

possible. 

 

Paul told the church at Corinth to have an aim as well. It was not to complete a long to-do 

list, but rather to walk in a manner pleasing to the Father. What would it look like if we all 

had one thing on our to-do list this week? It could be as simple as, “at act justly, to love 

faithfulness, and to walk humbly with our God” (Mic. 6:8). When we engage in a journey 

with the Father, we strive to walk humbly with Him and our journey is pleasing to Him. 

 

Conclusion: A walk is a journey and not an event, and God is calling us to walk with Him. If 

you have not begun this journey with Him, then let today be the day that you call upon Jesus as 

your Lord and Savior. When we acknowledge Jesus as Lord, then we must confess that we are 

not lord of our own lives. When we call upon Jesus as our Savior, then we must confess that we 

are sinners in need of salvation.  
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If you have already accepted Jesus as Lord and Savior, then let the journey continue. Accepting 

Christ as Lord and Savior was the starting line. He wants us to journey with Him as we strive to 

walk by faith and not by sight in a manner that is pleasing to Him. 
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