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How to Discern the Voice of God 

 

 

Sermon Title: The Voice of God Never Contradicts the Gospel 

To be used with Session 1: Does It Agree with the Bible? 

Scripture: Galatians 1:6-12 

 

Connection with Bible Study: To complement the Bible study “Does It Agree with the Bible?”, 

this sermon will build upon the study’s main point that the voice of God will never contradict the 

Bible or the gospel message. The churches in Galatia found themselves in a struggle as outsiders 

were teaching a message of salvation by works and not grace. This contradicted the truth, and 

Paul proclaimed the true gospel to set the record straight. 

Introduction: How much poison is needed to make a drink dangerous? If the drink is half water 

and half poison, is it safe? Some may argue that all it takes is one drop of poison to make a drink 

dangerous. None of us would be willing to take even a sip of something if we knew it had poison 

within it.  

How much untruth is needed to distort the gospel? The answer is a very small amount. Paul 

knew this to be the case and he also knew that a false gospel was being proclaimed to the 

believers in Galatia. Our encouragement is that God will never contradict His word, nor the 

gospel message proclaimed within His word. Today’s message will teach us some realities about 

a false gospel as well as truths about the gospel.  

 

1. Realities about a false gospel 

a. Some want to trouble us with a false gospel (v. 7) 

Paul was the author of this book and the church at Galatia was the audience. It seems that 

some had infiltrated the church with a false message that faith plus works yields 

salvation. This is false and we can confidently know this because we know that the voice 

of God will never contradict His written word or the gospel message. 

 

Paul pointed out that one of the results of this false message was that the church was 

being troubled. A quick word study on “troubling” reveals two things. First, the word 

itself means to agitate. Some of us may recall owning a washing machine that had an 

agitator in the middle. The job of this agitator is to continually move things around and 

never let anything be in a state of rest. This is an accurate description of the word 

“troubling.” Second, the word was written to reflect a continual action. The false teachers 

were not teaching this distortion once. Instead, they kept teaching the same false message 

within the church.  
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b. The false gospel distorts the truth (v. 7) 

Not only were the false teachers looking to cause a consistent state of agitation, but they 

were also looking to distort the truths of the gospel. The word “distort” reflects an 

intentional action taken to modify or change what is true. This was not something done 

accidently; it was intentional. Based on Paul’s statements in verse 6, the church had 

turned away from the real gospel to this distortion. We too can fall into this trap if we are 

not faithfully and consistently in the Word of God so that we can see a distorted message 

clearly and run from it. 

 

c. Those who proclaim this message are to be cursed (vv. 8-9) 

Can you recall being in class and hearing the teacher say something clearly and distinctly 

more than once? If we were smart, we knew that this was important as the teacher was 

making a strong point. The fact that Paul said twice that those who proclaim a false 

message are to be cursed gives a strong emphasis to this. The word “cursed” means to be 

destined for destruction. May we all heed this warning today. May we all run from any 

false gospel and know that it is important that we proclaim the true message of Christ. 

 

2. Truths about the gospel  

a. It is a message of grace (v. 6) 

Grace is a word that we use extensively in the context of church, but do we know what it 

means? A simple definition and example is the unconditional love of God as displayed 

upon the cross of Christ. All throughout Scripture we see God’s unconditional love. Paul 

knew this and stated that the church had been called by the grace of Christ and this 

calling is the true gospel. 

 

This message of grace is still true today. There is great grace in the fact that God knows 

each of us and loves us anyway. Grace means we do not have to work hard to earn God’s 

favor, but we can rest in His unconditional love. This message is not a license to sin. 

When this message is accepted, we want to run from our sin because we know that we 

are loved. 

 

b. It is a message to be preached (v. 11) 

Paul said that he preached this gospel message of grace. All too often we believe a false 

message that only the elites or the “professionals” can proclaim this message. Paul did 

not have a perfect background. Early in the book of Acts, we find Paul persecuting the 

church. In Acts 9, Paul encountered the living Lord and started preaching the gospel of 

Jesus. 

 

No matter what your background may be, God can use you to proclaim His message—

but it begins with a persona relationship with Christ. We are called to proclaim this 

message, but we need to know the One the message is about. 

  

c. It is a message from Christ (v. 12) 

Paul told the churches of Galatia that this gospel message “came by a revelation of Jesus 

Christ.” This is a direct reference to his encounter with Christ on the road to Damascus. 
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The question for us now becomes: do we personally know Jesus Christ and His gospel 

message? 

 

This message is rather simple. The Bible says that all have sinned and fallen short of the 

glory of God (Rom. 3:23), and the wages for our sin is death (6:23). This is a reference to 

eternal separation from God as a direct result of our sins. We have hope, however, in that 

while we were sinners, Christ died for us (5:8). So, if we confess with our mouths, “Jesus 

is Lord”, and believe in our hearts that God raise Him from the dead, we will be saved 

(10:9). This is the simple message to embrace and proclaim. 

 

 

Conclusion: The gospel is to be known and shared. If you are here today and have not accepted 

this message of grace, please do not leave without talking to someone about becoming a follower 

of Jesus. If you already know Jesus as Lord and Savior, know that God wants to use you and me 

to proclaim this message of grace to those we encounter as we go throughout our lives. 

 

Tod Tanner has degrees from Texas A&M University, Southwestern Baptist Theological 

Seminary and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary. He has pastored churches in Texas 

and Tennessee. He and his family reside in Wartrace, TN and he is serving as the Vice President 

of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation. 
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