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Unit 2  //  Session 5

HOW TO BUILD YOUR LIFE ON GOD’S WORD
Obey God’s Word  //  James 1:19-27

THE POINT
We display the truth and value of  

God’s Word as we live it out.

Most of us don’t like to be told what to do. At times, we might get away with ignoring the authorities in our 
lives, but we can never ignore the authority of God’s Word without negative effects. Here’s the reality. We 
can’t truly follow Jesus without surrendering our whole lives to Him. Knowing the Bible is important, but 
God does not want us to study or memorize Scripture just for the sake of knowing what it says. He wants us 
to know it and live it out.

 Key Question
Why might we hear God’s Word but not act on it?

Hearing God’s Word isn’t simply about knowing it, but about living according to what we know. Sometimes, 
we hear the truth, but we struggle to understand it, or we fail to understand how to apply it. Therefore, we 
don’t live it out. Other times, we hear and understand, but we live carelessly and forget, maybe because of 
bad habits, to live it out. Or we understand, but we simply don’t want to align our lives to biblical standards. 
Therefore, we blatantly disobey. Of course, there are other reasons, but these are three that are common. 

Keep in Mind
A way to think of the connection between faith and works is this: We obey what we believe. Just like a 
watermark on a $20 bill, the evidence of genuine faith is seen in our actions. When addressing these 
principles with students, it’s not uncommon that some would question if their faith is real. Treat this issue 
with great care. We don’t want to give assurance when they’re wrestling with legitimate doubt due to a 
failure to obey God. At the same time, we don’t want to lead students to believe that their faith must not be 
real. Pray that the Holy Spirit would speak through God’s Word and through you, and that your students 
would have an honest and humble perspective on their faith.  

Application
What are some consequences when our actions don’t align with our words?

The Win

FOR THE STUDENT: As followers of Jesus, we are called to reflect Him in the ways we live. When we obey 
God, our lives bring glory to Him and point others to the Savior. The consequences of our disobedience are 
immense—God is dishonored, and others are pointed away from Jesus rather than toward Him. Our actions 
aligning with our faith is of the highest importance!

FOR THE LEADER: Help students to identify ways their actions align (or don’t) with their faith.


