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Unit 2  //  Session 2

HOW TO BUILD YOUR LIFE ON GOD’S WORD
Hear God’s Word  //  Nehemiah 8:1-3,7-12

THE POINT
Seize opportunities to hear God’s Word 

proclaimed and explained.

After seventy years of captivity, the surviving Jewish remnant returned home, and they worked to rebuild 
the temple, the city, and its walls. When they had completed rebuilding the walls, they gathered together 
and asked Ezra to read the Scriptures for all the people. When we truly hear the Scriptures, God intends 
that it would produce a spiritual effect; specifically, that we would repent of sins, and celebrate God’s 
forgiveness and restoration.

 Key Question
Why is the corporate aspect of our faith so important?

It’s difficult to have a living and vibrant faith apart from meaningful Christian community. For one, we are 
called to love and serve others, and a private faith apart from community doesn’t allow for this. Further, 
we all have different gifts, and some are gifted with the ability to teach and understand Scripture clearly. 
Without being together, many would miss out on others’ sharing their knowledge and wisdom. 

Keep in Mind
The Jewish people responded to hearing God’s Word with repentance and celebration. It can be difficult 
to keep these in balance. Some people can be quick to beat themselves up and struggle to move beyond 
the burden of their sin, feeling as if they always need to repent. Others, however, see God as only loving 
and kind and struggle to appreciate His justice and holiness. We must be continually mindful of the 
tension between these two. 

Application
How specifically do you put yourself in the position to hear God’s Word?

The Win

FOR THE STUDENT: It’s important that we put ourselves in the position to hear God’s Word. We should 
read Scripture on our own in a daily quiet time of devotion. Another great option for hearing God’s Word 
every day is in using a Bible app. It’s also important to be involved in Bible study with others, whether it’s 
led by students or a church leader. Finally, it’s essential in the life of every believer that we continually 
hear God’s Word preached in the context of the local church.

FOR THE LEADER: Ask students about the ways they continually hear God’s Word and encourage them 
to commit to remaining consistent.


