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Unit 1  //  Session 6

JAMES
Faith on Display in Your Priorities  //  James 4:13-17; 5:7-11

THE POINT
No matter what lies ahead, continue to trust God.

It’s important for us to make plans. However, we need to be flexible, because we never really know what 
the future holds. James pointed out that our lives on earth are fragile—here one second, then gone the 
next. Therefore, it’s important that we wholeheartedly trust our eternal God. James pointed to the prophets 
being persecuted in the worst ways imaginable. Still, they did not give up and devoted themselves to God’s 
purposes. Today, people are suffering for their faith around the world. When believers endure persecution, 
though it is certainly not fun, it is valuable: it allows us to share with Jesus in His sufferings, making us more 
like Him, and it allows us to know our faith is real and heaven awaits. 

 Key Question
What steps can we take to determine God’s will? 

It’s important for us to understand that God doesn’t desire to keep His will secret from us. In fact, He 
has provided an incredible amount of wisdom and guidance in Scripture. And for those things He hasn’t 
addressed, there are principles that would guide the choices we make. Whenever we want to know God’s 
will, the first step is to understand ways God’s Word would impact our decisions. Beyond this, it’s always 
good to ask for counsel from wise and trusted leaders and friends. Additionally, we need to consider our 
giftings and passions, as well as opportunities God makes available. 

Keep in Mind
When Scripture speaks of suffering, it most commonly addresses persecution for one’s faith. At times, 
students might have trouble separating persecution from general suffering related to the world’s 
brokenness, or even from their own sinful choices. Be sensitive and listen patiently and humbly for ways 
students talk about suffering. It can sometimes be tempting to overemphasize the eternal versus the 
immediate real-world experience, or over-spiritualize day-to-day challenges. Help students understand 
that we need a balanced perspective, and it’s okay to struggle with it, suffering just plain stinks. 

Application
When have you faced persecution because of your faith? How did you respond?

The Win

FOR THE STUDENT: Your students might never have faced real persecution. However, they’ve all had 
their faith tested. Facing hardship is always an opportunity to display the ways Jesus has changed our 
lives or to show our immaturity.

FOR THE LEADER: Help students identify successes and growth in dealing with life’s hardships.


