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Unit 1  //  Session 5

JAMES
Faith on Display in Facing the Enemy  //  James 4:1-10

THE POINT
In Christ, you can have victory over sin,  

the world, and Satan.

Conflict is everywhere. The reason is because all people—even believers—have a sinful nature that we 
must battle every day. James said that conflict happens because we covet and cannot have the things 
we wrongly want. Of course, there are others causes of conflict, and they are all rooted in our conflict 
with God. Thankfully, through Jesus, we have a way to be reconciled to God. When we trust Christ and 
resist the devil, we will have victory and peace in our lives. 

 Key Question
How would you describe the cause of conflicts?

People experience not only relational conflicts, but also internal conflict within ourselves and spiritual 
conflict when we live in ways that don’t honor God. All of these are rooted in unhealthy thinking and 
desires. When people desire what others have and they allow envy or covetousness to impact their 
behavior, it can certainly cause conflict. When people live in ways they know aren’t healthy, guilt, shame, 
or fear take root in their lives and cause internal conflict. Ultimately, when people disobey God, it causes 
spiritual conflict with Him.

Keep in Mind
Some of your students probably deal with a significant amount of conflict in their lives. They might 
experience conflict due to being mistreated by other students at school, experiencing abuse in the home, 
or maybe they’ve witnessed violence and conflict between their parents or other people in their lives. This 
is a sensitive issue, so please make it a point to treat it as such. Consider gracefully offering to talk privately 
or point to outside help for those who might be dealing with particularly difficult issues of conflict.

Application
What does it look like to draw near to God?

The Win

FOR THE STUDENT: The answer to the conflicts in our lives is always pursuing God. Peace, or the 
Hebrew idea of “shalom,” is more than a sense of smooth circumstances or inner tranquility. Sin interrupts 
the peace and wholeness in our lives, and though our lives will be hard as long as we’re on the earth, 
when we trust Jesus and follow after Him, God can give us victory over sin and peace even in the midst 
of the world’s brokenness.

FOR THE LEADER: Help students identify ways the brokenness of the world might be causing conflict in 
their lives. Help them to identify real-world ways they can live to experience Christ’s victory.


