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Unit 1  //  Session 1

JAMES
Faith on Display in Hard Times  //  James 1:1-12

THE POINT
God uses trials to mature your faith.

When tough things happen in our lives, it’s natural to respond with anxiety, anger, or complaints. Or we 
become edgy with the people in our lives. We need to understand God’s ultimate goal in trials is that our 
faith would become mature and complete. Through the trials we experience, He is developing endurance 
and faithfulness in us. Joy in trials is not natural, but when we choose to trust in Jesus, joy is available—
even in the hardest times.

 Key Question
How have trials helped you to grow in your faith?

Life is hard—plain and simple. We live in a fallen world where things don’t always go the way we’d like. 
When we face hardships, we have the choice to respond in a natural, fleshly way, or we can respond 
in humility and faith. Thankfully, when we choose to follow Jesus, though it’s not always easy, He will 
provide the strength and endurance we need to live well through hardship. 

Keep in Mind
Students might struggle this week to understand how a good God could allow them to experience such 
difficult things. It’s important to help students see that God truly hates sin and grieves over the suffering 
people experience in this broken world. At the same time, God is sovereign and in control, and He will 
use the difficult things in our lives to make us more like Christ. After all, Jesus suffered, and as we follow 
after Him, we should never expect to be spared facing hardships. 

Application
What are some common trials and difficulties we might experience in today’s world?

The Win

FOR THE STUDENT: Middle and high school can be really tough. Trials aren’t simply things that happen 
to adults; there are hard things that test us throughout our lives. Remember, if you’re a Christian, the ways 
you live before your friends and family are representations of Jesus. People are watching—particularly 
when life is tough. Choose every day to honor Christ in the ways you live.

FOR THE LEADER: Help students identify how the real-world challenges they face every day are 
opportunities to display Jesus.


