
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "How to Build Your Life 
on God's Word," this sermon reminds believers of how God’s Word guides us into a life of 
service approved by the Lord.  

Introduction 
Who gives you your sense of approval? What makes you feel you are doing well on the inside? 
Often people look for approval in the wrong people and places. As a young boy, I found my 
sense of approval in the game of baseball. Making a big hit or pitching a great game made me 
feel I mattered. Our coach, on the other, did not extend his approval easily. Although we tried 
hard and practiced hard, we lost twelve games in a row. After a particularly disappointing loss, 
our coach walked away from the team. He said he was wasting his time on us and that we never 
would become players worth anything. We felt rejected and disapproved. It wasn't long after that 
a new man became our coach. He spoke to us like we were important and told us we had the 
potential to win. He invested time in us and taught us baseball basics. Before long, our team had 
a sense of belief that we could compete and win. I will never forget the night we beat one of the 
toughest teams in Little League by the score of 18-14. Our new coach affirmed us, not because 
we won every game, but because he focused on who we could be with patience and proper 
investment.  Ultimately, we all want to know someone higher than our coach, parents, or friends 
approve of us. After all, what matters most is not how others see us but how God sees us.  

Living in the approval of God was something the Apostle Paul knew as a reality. Paul wanted his 
son in the faith, Timothy, to live in the approval of God, too (Galatians 1:10). In our text, he 
admonishes Timothy, "Be diligent to present yourself approved to God..."(2 Timothy 2:15). 
Living in God's approval in our lives and ministry is what matters most.  

In verses 14-19 of 2 Timothy 2, Paul shares what an approved servant of the Lord looks like. In 
verses 22-26, Paul teaches us about the compassion of the approved servant of the Lord. Paul 
begins to talk to Timothy about what he must say to the people of God and how he must serve 
the people of God.   

2 Timothy 2:14-15  

Do you want to live in the approval of God? Then consider: 

I. God's approval is not a badge we earn but a gift we receive.  
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Earlier in this chapter, Paul charged Timothy to commit the things Paul had taught him to 
"faithful men who will be able to teach others also" (2 Timothy 2:2). Understand that Paul had a 
relationship with Jesus and played a vital role in Timothy's life as a disciple of Jesus. Yet, God's 
goal was not that Paul and Timothy alone knew Him and walked with Him; others would need to 
be won to the Lord and discipled in God's truth, too.  

Salvation is by God's grace alone, through Christ alone, through faith alone. Yet, salvation is not 
for us alone. God saves us to be used to bring others salvation and spiritual growth in Christ. 

Four generations of spiritually vibrant believers are the vision that Paul gives Timothy. 
Generation 1 is Paul. Generation 2 is Timothy. Generation 3 are "faithful men." Generation 4 are 
those "who are able to teach others also."  

Now, how in the world is that going to happen? We have to remember God's power, God's 
priority, and God's passion. God's power is His grace. God's priority is making disciples. God's 
passion is transforming people's lives through His Word.  

We may think, well, this is impossible. What if Paul said, Timothy, this is too big for us. Let's be 
content to be saved and never follow through making disciples. What if that was his attitude? If 
that were Paul's attitude, you and I would have never heard the gospel.   

It's also critically important to understand and accept Jesus's approval of us. Just as we did not 
earn salvation by anything we did, but simply through trusting in what Christ did for us on the 
cross of Calvary, we are not approved by God because of what we did, but only by God's grace.  

I have two sons and a daughter. Do I approve of them? Yes. Why? They are my own. Do I 
always approve of what they do? No. They do not always behave like I want them to. Yet, their 
behavior, good or bad, does not determine their relationship with me.  

The point is that, as God's people, we have His approval. Satan does not want us to know that. 
Others may tell us we are not anything special to the Lord. Our emotions and feelings may not 
always allow us to enjoy that truth, but we have a relationship with the Lord. We have His 
approval and are here to live out His call.  

If we forget that God has approved of us, all we need to do is two things: remember and remind. 
Paul says in 2 Tim. 2:8, "Remember Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, descendant of David, 
according to my gospel..." Remember, we do not serve one who is dead but the One who is alive. 
The same power that raised Jesus from the grave is available to move us into living in the 
approval of God.  

We also need to remind people of the truth. "Remind them of these things," Paul says. Remind 
people that Jesus Christ is who He said He is. Remind people that we are here to be 
commissioned and empowered as faithful teachers of the one true gospel.  

Living in the approval of God means we do not do some things, and we do some things.  



A. Those who live with God's approval do not quarrel over trivial matters (See 2 Tim. 
2:14).  

In today's politically correct world, many people spend hours of their time arguing and debating 
online. Frequently, that leads to putting people down instead of building people up. One family 
member felt it was her Christian duty to go around and point out the sins of all the other family 
members. Her arrogant attitude did not bring people closer to the Lord; instead, the opposite 
occurred.  

Bailey Smith, an evangelist, said he had a man in his church once that never had a positive thing 
to say. In a business meeting, he called on the man and said, "Brother so and so, would you 
please stand and lead us in a word of discouragement at this time." Not only does chronic 
complaining damage our testimony and discourage others, but it is also not approved by God. 

B. Those who live with God's approval call out false teachers (2 Tim. 2:16-18). 

Paul was not afraid to call out false teachers, Hymenaeus and Philetus, by name. These two false 
teachers were stating that believers' resurrection had already occurred. They taught there was no 
future bodily resurrection for believers, which is the opposite of what the word of God teaches 
(See 1 Corinthians 15:13-14).   

Some people think teaching your opinion is acceptable. However, God calls us to a much higher 
standard. He calls us "Preach the Word" (See 2 Tim. 4:2).  

False teaching leads to two undesirable results: (1) It spreads like gangrene or deadly cancer that 
consumes and attacks one's life (2 Tim. 2:17). (2) It destroys the faith of some (2 Tim 2:18). Due 
to the destructive power of false teaching, it cannot be tolerated in the church.  

Some people look good on the outside, carry a Bible, answer questions, and can quote some 
scriptures, but that does not mean God approves of them. Check their doctrine and lifestyle by 
the Word of God. Are they faithful to the Lord?  

False teachers need not be comforted and coddled but confronted and corrected.  

C. Those who live with God's approval are diligent in their spiritual lives (2 Tim. 2:15).   

The God-approved pastor is not mainly focusing on self and success, "What will the people I 
preach to weekly think of me? Will they like my sermon? Will they like my stories?" Instead, 
they are focusing on the Savior and the Scriptures, "Is this sermon grounded in the Bible? Am I 
preaching the gospel and exalting Jesus Christ as Lord? Are people being drawn to Jesus and 
becoming healthy disciples of Christ?"  

We know that we will stand and give an account to God one day of how we have taught and 
lived. God gives us two options - ashamed or unashamed. Some will be ashamed on the day 
because their lives and teaching were not consistent with the Scriptures. Some will be 
unashamed because they lined themselves up with Scripture and lived a life pleasing to the Lord. 



They lived confidently in the promise of God's approval for those who "accurately handle the 
word of truth" (See 2 Tim. 2:15).  

Sometimes pastors feel ashamed, but they don't have to. Maybe they feel ashamed because their 
church isn't growing by leaps and bounds or because people in the pews often value the things of 
this world over the importance of hearing the Bible faithfully preached. Perhaps they feel 
ashamed because they cannot preach eloquently like famous TV preachers, or people in the 
congregation tell the pastor how great of a sermon "Dr. Perfect Pastor" preached on YouTube. 
Maybe they feel ashamed because they believe others are much more gifted to preach, or they 
don't have as high of an education degree as others.  

I am forever grateful for my Seminary roommate who walked me through the Word of God day 
after day, sometimes patiently for hours and a time, showing me scripture after scripture 
promising me that I am a loved, forgiven, accepted, chosen, and capable child of God, not 
because of anything special I did, but because of what God has done for me. I still need those 
scriptural reminders of who I am in Christ.  

Even if some who preach for the approval of man gain popularity, like the false teachers Paul 
mentions, that is not what matters most. Paul reminds Timothy by saying, "Nevertheless, the 
firm foundation of God stands, having this seal, "The Lord knows those who are His," and 
"Everyone who names the name of the Lord is to abstain from wickedness" (2 Tim. 2:19).  

Timothy must remember that God is still in control. His firm foundation, the church, will stand. 
God knows those who are his and will manifest themselves by departing from iniquity. Assured 
of this truth, we can confidently stand in the approval of God.  

 II. God's approval is displayed through our Christ-like actions.  

A large portion of our society has concluded that character is not that important as long as a 
person can do the job. Yet, to God and before others, our Christ-like character and 
compassionate conduct matter.  Paul says those who live in the approval of God are known by 
three actions: 

(1) What they flee from 

(2) What they follow after 

(3) What they focus on 

A. What we flee from (2 Timothy 2:22). Paul tells us to "flee youthful lusts." This may surprise 
some, but the pastor's sins are just as dishonorable to God as the addict sitting in the back row. 
With position comes responsibility. We must never think that we are above sinful temptation or 
Satan's deceptions because of a title or position of effective service.  



Our command to "flee youthful lusts" is not limited to sexual sin or immorality alone. John 
McArthur states, "Not merely illicit sexual desires, but also such lusts as pride, desire for wealth 
and power, jealousy, self-assertiveness, and an argumentative spirit."  

As a young teenager and new Christian, I falsely believed pastors were so perfect and holy that 
they would never battle sin or temptations pull. One Sunday morning, one of our staff ministers 
filled the pulpit and started his sermon by saying, "I want you to know, I am a pastor. I struggle 
with sin just like you. There are temptations that I have come to understand that, on my own, I 
cannot defeat. I am thankful that Jesus Christ is still in the business of saving, cleansing, and 
calling ordinary people like me to worship and serve Him." That was thirty-seven years ago, and 
I still remember the power of his testimony and the sermon he preached from 2 Corinthians 1 
that Sunday morning.  

The goal of our lives is not to be sinless because there is only One who fills those qualifications, 
and that is our Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ. However, it is possible to "sin less" thanks to the 
power of God's Holy Spirit living inside us as believers.  

B. What we follow after (2 Tim. 2:22-24). "...and pursue righteousness, faith, love, and peace, 
with those who call on the Lord from a pure heart."  

Not only can God enable us to overcome sin's grip, but He can also enable us to walk in a way 
that is pleasing to Him and beneficial to others. Recently, I was driving to church on Sunday 
morning, and my custom is to have my morning coffee as I go in to be with the people of God. It 
was still dark outside, and I happened to run over a big bump in the road, causing a good bit of 
the coffee to jump out of the cup and onto my suit. I wish it had been water that spilled out 
instead of coffee, as that would make cleaning my suit easier. However, coffee came out of my 
cup because coffee was in my cup.  

God is after not a perfect heart but a pure heart. If our hearts are filled with His Word, Spirit, and 
love, we will still meet our share of unexpected "bumps in the road." However, what spills out 
will be the overflow of what we are full of on the inside.  

God's servants are not to be known by their argumentative attitudes but rather by the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, such as love, joy, peace, patience, etc. We want people to come to know Jesus most 
in life. People do not need our clever arguments as much as His truth spoken in love. Let's 
maximize our time following after Jesus, the Good Shepherd, who leads us on paths of 
righteousness instead of meaningless pursuits.  

C. What we focus on (2 Timothy 2:24-26).  

We focus on changed lives in Christ. Years ago, I learned the lesson that it pays to have a godly 
mentor, friend, and encourager in your life. In the life of the church I served, I was beginning to 
get upset with some people who were making life miserable for me. One Sunday morning, as I 
stood to preach, I did not preach God's Word out of a passion for God and compassion for the 
people of God. Although only a tiny handful of people from the entire congregation were trouble 



makers, I aimed my sermon directly toward them. Guess who benefitted from that sermon? If 
you guessed no one, you are right.  

Frustrated by myself and upset with a few difficult people in the church, I asked my mentor to 
have lunch with me at Chick-Fil-A. After eating and having a light-hearted discussion, I told him 
about my frustrations and anger. Why were these people being so bent on making things 
difficult? Why am I letting them consume my emotional and spiritual life so much? My mentor 
said, "David, I have been there and done that, too. You are not alone in how you feel or in the 
frustrations you face."  

I was so relieved that another pastor could admit that they, too, had felt like that before in life 
and ministry. So, I asked him, "Pastor, what am I supposed to do?" His simple, two-step answer 
rocked my world. He said, "David, you will have to learn to walk in God's love and forgiveness." 
He broke open the Bible and read Ephesians 4:29-32, 

"Let no corrupt word proceed out of your mouth, but what is good for necessary edification, that 
it may impart grace to the hearers. And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you were 
sealed for the day of redemption. Let all bitterness, wrath, anger, clamor, and evil speaking be 
put away from you, with all malice. And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ forgave you." 

My main problem was not with the people in the pews but my pride in the pulpit. I needed to be 
humbled in the Scriptures before I could serve the Lord's people with a renewed heart and spirit. 
It was not my duty to change people's hearts. My job from the Lord was to preach the Word and 
love the people faithfully. I am thankful God brought that essential change to my life and 
ministry, and eventually, God did change many hearts through His power and grace.  

Let's realize who the real enemy is. It's not typically your pastor, nor is it typically the people. 
Just as Paul called out the false teachers by name, he also realized enemy number one was the 
devil who had snared people with his lies and deceptions (2 Tim. 2:26). Satan attacks to bring 
people down and destroy their lives. All you need to do is glance at your social media feed or 
watch the evening news for a moment to see some of his latest casualties.   

What is God doing right now? He is actively at work drawing people back to His Son through 
repentance and faith. He is building up the body daily and answering prayers. God desires that all 
find rescue from Satan's lies and find freedom in Christ through the truth of His Word.  

I am so thankful for men of God who, as imperfect as they were, still radiated Jesus and boldly 
proclaimed the Word of God without compromise to me and countless others. Your life was 
changed, and so was mine because of Spirit-filled pastors and people who took God's command 
and word to heart and stayed on task.  

Conclusion 

I have a commentary called the Christ-Centered Exposition Commentary from 1 & 2 Timothy 
and Titus. In a condensed summary, the writer states, "While we fail at these tasks, we should 



take heart in the fact that there is One who fulfilled them all, and in Him and through Him we 
live out these exhortations faithfully. Jesus was the ultimate unashamed workman who 
perfectly taught God's Word. Jesus was the ultimate honorable vessel. He was set apart to 
rescue sinners. Because of His perfect fulfillment of God's righteous requirements and His 
substitutionary death for sinners, we can be made righteous and are given the power to live out 
His character. Jesus was the ultimate Lord's servant. He said He was "gentle and humble in 
heart" and that we can find rest if we come to Him (Matt. 11:29). The suffering Servant endured 
the flogging of evil men and the mocking of sinners. He went to the cross like a sheep led to the 
slaughter (Isa 53:5). Jesus Christ, the Lord's Servant, is not only the model for all teachers, but 
He is also the person who gives us the power to accomplish our mission of teaching the world."  

Maybe you need to be reminded today that what matters most is not man's approval but God's 
approval. Because God gives you His approval, you no longer have to prove your worth to 
others. He is the One who has called and enabled you to be His approved workman. By His 
grace, He will strengthen you to faithfully proclaim the truth of His Word and allow you to 
unashamedly serve with a pure heart and the goal of seeing others rescued and transformed by 
His amazing grace!  
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