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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “James: Living 
Out Your Faith,” this sermon teaches us to always be focusing on the will of God. We 
must remember that God is in control of our destinies and that nothing we plan can 
override His plan for our lives. The passage we’re looking at today encourages us to 
trust and follow Him. 

Introduction: As we discovered in the last message, chapter four is about checking our 
hungers before God (vv. 1-5), checking our humility before God, (vv. 6-10), and 
checking our hearts before God (vv. 11-17). In chapter 5, James is confronting the rich 
(vv. 1-6), confronting the rushers (vv. 7-8), and confronting the rifts (vv. 9-11). He is also 
offering counsel to be Real (v. 12), counsel to be responsive (vv. 13-18), and counsel to 
be redemptive (vv.19-20). Our passage encourages us to “Subject Your Plans,” “Solidify 
Your Patience,” and “Sustain Your Persistence.” 

1.  Subject Your Plans (4:13-17)  

James warns against having the wrong perspective, having the wrong posture, 
and having the wrong practices. The person with the wrong perspective makes 
plans without seeking the will of God. Solomon reminds us to trust in the Lord, to 
not lean on our understanding, to acknowledge Him in all our ways, and to allow 
Him to direct our paths (Prov. 3:5-7). The person with the wrong posture is 
boastful and arrogant. That person assumes that he governs his own life, when 
in reality, the Lord is in control. The person who has the wrong practices is the 
person “who knows to do good and doesn’t do it.” May the Lord help us have the 
right perspective, the right posture, and the right practices. Subject your plans to 
the will of God.  

 
 
2. Solidify Your Patience (5:7-9) 

James shows us how to solidify our patience in the Lord. He advises us to focus 
on His return (v. 7), to focus on His reform (v.8), and to focus on His restitution 
(v.9). He tells the saints to be patient until the Lord’s coming. He tells them to 
“strengthen your hearts,” he’s telling them—and us—to keep growing until the 
Lord comes back. Then, he tells them to not to judge each other because the 
righteous judge is standing to judge us. So, friends, solidify your patience by 
focusing on Christ’s return, by positioning yourself for Him to mature you, and by 
remembering that the Lord will judge everyone. 
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3. Sustain Your Persistence (5:10-11) 

Our sermonic section wraps up telling us to remember some things. James 
encourages us to remember the prophets who were faithful (v. 10), remember 
the people who were faithful (v. 11a), and remember the pity of our heavenly 
Father (v. 11b). The Old Testament prophets show us how to press on under 
pressure. People like Job show us how to stay faithful to Jesus when the journey 
gets hard. And James reminds us that the Lord is compassionate. The God we 
serve is loving and merciful. He will keep you and sustain you if you trust Him. 

 
Conclusion: The late great evangelist, Billy Graham once said, “The will of God will not 
take us where the grace of God cannot sustain us.” That’s so true. No matter how times 
change, people change, or circumstances change, God will never change. Heb. 13:8 
says, “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever.” Take refuge in Him, and 
subject your plans to the will of God, solidify your patience towards God, and sustain 
your persistence in trusting in God. 
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