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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “James: Living 
Out Your Faith,” this sermon teaches us that the heart of the matter is the matter of the 
heart. It shows us that our victory lies in our submission to God. It reminds us that while 
we are in the world, we are not to be of the world. Rather, we must draw near to God in 
humility for the victory over the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Introduction: This chapter is about checking ourselves. It encourages us to be 
consistently checking our hungers before God (vv. 1-5), checking our humility before 
God, (vv. 6-10), and checking our hearts before God (vv. 11-17). It challenges us to 
guard ourselves from being lustful, worldly, and prideful. Our passage encourages us to 
“Seek to Reform the Source of Our Faithfulness,” “Seek to Remain on the Side of 
Faithfulness,” and “Seek to Renew Our Submission for Faithfulness.” 

1.  Seek to Reform Your Source of Faithfulness (vv. 1-3)  

Listen, what comes out of you is because of what is in you. Your habits come 
from your heart. In verses 1-3, James addresses the matter of the heart, the 
motivation of the heart, and the maturity of the heart. Your heart is the source of 
your faithfulness. That’s why it is imperative that you practice a daily quiet-time, 
wherein you spend unhurried time with God in the Word and prayer. Doing this 
gives Him the space to use His grace to transform your heart. 
 

2. Seek to Remain on the Side of Faithfulness (vv. 4-5) 

Verses four and five are a warning against worldliness. They are a caution 
against carnality. James warns that when you are friends with the world, you are 
enemies with God. You can’t love the world and love the Lord at the same time. 
Jesus made this clear in the Sermon on the Mount, He said “you can’t serve two 
masters” (Matt. 6:19-24). So, he exhorts us to avoid friendship with the world and 
avoid functioning like the world. May the Lord help us be light in darkness and 
not compromise because we’re consumed by the culture. 
 

3. Seek to Renew Your Submission for Faithfulness (vv. 6-10) 

James gives us some holy helpful hints on how to walk the highroad. He says we 
must be constantly submitting to the sovereign God (v. 7a), denying the devil (v. 
7b), and clinging to Christ (v. 8-10). That’s a formula for faithfulness. Daily, we 
must willfully rank ourselves under God and enthrone Him as the Lord of our 
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lives. Hourly, we must resist the devil and deny him the space and place in our 
lives. And constantly, we must humbly come to the Lord for cleansing and in 
commitment. This is a formula for faithfulness 

 
Conclusion: On October 20, 2011, Daily Mail released a story about Gordon and 
Norma Yeager, who had been in a bad car accident together. They had been married 
for 72 years, so when they were taken to the hospital, they were placed in the same 
room. While lying in separate beds, they held hands. Gordon died one hour before 
Norma; however, his heart monitor was still beeping because it was responding to 
Norma’s pulse. The two were so close that her heartbeat showed up on his monitor, 
even though he was already dead. That’s how it should be in our lives. We should be so 
close to Christ, that even though we are dead to the world, His heartbeat shows-up on 
the monitor of our lives. May the Lord reform the source of our faithfulness, help us 
remain on the side of faithfulness, and help us renew our submission for faithfulness 
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