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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “James: Living 
Out Your Faith,” this sermon teaches us how to see people as God sees them and treat 
people the way the Lord would want us to treat them. This message challenges us not 
to allow racial differences, political preferences, nor financial statuses to trump our 
Christian love for others. 

Introduction: The second chapter of the book of James is a chapter of warnings. 
James gives some warnings against having a discriminating faith (v. 1-13) and having a 
dead faith (vv. 14-26). A discriminating faith is characterized by showing favoritism 
towards people we think highly of and being mean to people we think less of. A dead 
faith is a faith that is not accompanied by works—particularly acts of compassion 
towards those in need. Our text teaches us about the compassionate Christian. “The 
Compassionate Christ Sees Dignity in Everyone,” “The Compassionate Christian 
Devalues No One,” and “The Compassionate Christian Is Devoted to Loving Each 
One.” 

1.  The Compassionate Christ Sees Dignity in Everyone (vv. 1-4)  

James moves from talking about trials in chapter one to talking about treatment 
in chapter two. He essentially tells his readers don’t be preferential and don’t be 
judgmental. In verse one, James tells the saints to hold your faith in our glorious 
Lord Jesus Christ without showing favoritism. He basically warns against being 
delightful towards rich people and being demeaning towards poor people. When 
we treat people according to our perception of them, we are being, not only 
preferential, but also judgmental. James asks the rhetorical question, “haven’t 
you discriminated among yourselves and become judges with evil thoughts?” As 
the people of God, we must guard ourselves from being preferential and 
judgmental, and ask the Lord to help us see the dignity in every person. 
 

2. The Compassion Christ Devalues No One (vv. 5-7) 

James reminds his readers, and the Holy Spirit reminds us, that the Lord choses 
“the poor in this world to be rich in faith and heirs of the kingdom of God that He 
has promised to those who love Him.” He is encouraging us to recognize the 
hand of God. Friend, God does big things through small people. God hits straight 
licks with crooked sticks. God give success to those most likely not to succeed. 
James confronts them about dishonoring the poor man and reminds them that 
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the rich oppress the poor. He is encouraging us to not only recognize the hand of 
God, but also to reflect the heart of God. The Scriptures teach that whoever is 
kind to the poor lends to the Lord (Prov.19:17), whoever gives to the poor lacks 
nothing, but whoever disregard them are cursed (Prov. 28:27), and those who 
oppress the poor shows contempt towards God, but whoever is kind to the poor 
honors God (Prov.14:31). May the Lord help us to devalue no one, but rather 
recognize the hand of God and reflect the heart of God. 
 

3. The Compassionate Christian Is Devoted to Loving Each One (vv. 8-13) 

James tells us to live by the law of love (vv. 8-9), live by the law of the Lord (vv. 
10-11), and to live by the law of liberty (vv. 12-13). When we love each other, we 
are obeying the royal law prescribed in Scripture. When we show favoritism, we 
are disobeying the whole law. And, when we live like we know we will have to 
give an account to God, we are living by the law of liberty. May the Lord help us 
to be compassionate Christians who are devoted to loving each person in the 
world. 

 
Conclusion: The thing we must remember is that Jesus Christ died for every person 
who has been born, will be born, and are on earth right now. Christ loves each person, 
no matter what they’ve done, how they think, what they look like, or how much money 
they have. Jesus loves them so much that He gave His life for them. Let us be 
committed to seeing dignity in everyone, to devaluing no one, and to loving each one. 

 
Reginald D. Taylor is a graduate of Crichton College, Union University, Capital 
Seminary, and is currently pursuing the Ph.D. degree at Midwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary. He is the Senior Pastor of The Rock Church in Southaven, Mississippi, and 
Assistant Professor/Director of Urban Theological Studies at MCUTS @ Union 
University in Memphis. He and his wife, Dr. Tarra R. Taylor, have one son, Reginald D. 
Taylor II, and two grandchildren, Micah and Yara. 

 


