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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “James: Living 
Out Your Faith,” this sermon teaches how to allow the Lord to transform us through our 
trials. It teaches how to have joy in what’s happening in us, regardless to what’s 
happening to us. We must understand that trials can play an important role in 
deepening our faith in God and strengthening our walk with Christ. 

Introduction: In the first chapter of the book of James, the Holy Spirit speaks about 
responding to trials (vv. 1-8), responding to treasures (vv. 9-11), responding to trip-ups 
(vv. 12-15), responding to transformation (vv.16-18), responding to truth (vv. 19-25), 
and responding to traditionalism (vv. 6-27). In our text, we are encouraged to “Submit to 
the Work of Trials” (vv.1-4), “Seek God’s Wisdom in Trials” (vv.5-8), and “Solidify Our 
Walk in Trials” (vv. 9-12). 

1.  Submit to the Work of Trials (vv. 1-4)  

James opens this letter identifying himself as “a slave of God and of the Lord 
Jesus Christ.” He identifies his audience as “the twelve tribes in the Dispersion.” 
To the saints that have been battered and scattered, he speaks to them about 
their rejoicing, their recognizing, and their reformation. He tells them to “consider 
it a great joy” that the Lord is allowing them to go through hard times. He tells 
them to recognize that the Lord uses the hard times to expand their faith (v. 3). 
Also, that they are reformed and made mature through endurance of their trial (v. 
4). Since God is uses our trials to transform us, we must submit to the work of 
trials.  
 

2. Seek God’s Wisdom in Trials (vv. 5-8) 

James tells them—and us—who to go to when you are going through trials. He 
speaks to the asking you must do and the assurance you will have. The counsel 
is that when we lack wisdom about anything—our trials in particular—we must 
talk to God about what we are going through. Our God is willing and able to give 
us leadership in every situation (Prov. 3:5-6). James gives us that assurance. He 
says the Lord will give His wisdom “generously and without criticizing.” The thing 
is, we must ask Him in faith. We must trust that the Lord will provide us the 
wisdom to get through what we are going through. Well, James tells us to not 
only submit to the work of trials and seek God’s wisdom in trials, but he also tells 
us to solidify our walk with the Lord during our trials. 
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3. Solidify Your Walk in Trial (vv. 9-12) 

In these three verses, James speaks to the prosperous, the poor, and the pure. 
He encourages his readers—and us—to have the right perspective, have the 
right practices, and assures us that we will receive the right payment. He 
encourages the poor person to see himself as rich in the Lord (v.9). He counsels 
the rich person to see himself as poor before the Lord (vv. 10-11). And he tells 
the person who is enduring temptations and trials to be encouraged by the fact 
that the Lord promises to bless him with the crown of life. We must solidify our 
walk with the Lord by having the right perspective about our positions in life, 
engaging in the right practices by enduring temptation, and by keeping our eyes 
on the Lord’s promise (the right payment) as we go through our trials. 

 
Conclusion: Remember friends, what happens in us is more important than what 
happens to us. Be encouraged by the fact that, the depth of your misery determines the 
distant of your ministry. God will use your trials to transform you now and teach 
someone else later. If, and when, you go through hard times, submit to the work of 
trials, seek God’s wisdom in trials, and solidify your walk during the trials. 
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