
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study "How to Build Your Life 
on God's Word," this sermon instructs believers on how to raise kids who love the Lord.  

Introduction 

In Deuteronomy 6:4-5 we hear these words:  

“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength.” This is the single most important Bible 
passage in Jewish services and in Jewish homes. Moses placed a tremendous amount of 
importance on the high calling parents have to teach their children about knowing, loving and 
obeying God.  

As a young boy in a Sunday school class, our teacher had all the kids in class draw a big heart on 
a plain sheet of paper. Then, she gave us all red crayons and told us to color our hearts. After we 
did this, she told us to listen to her because she wanted to tell us about how much God loves us. I 
was probably five years old so this is forty-four years later, I still remember that day and felt 
especially loved by the Lord. Also, I am thankful that she was so simple in how she taught us 
about the love of God.  

Today, I think about the importance wise churches place on reaching children and youth with the 
good news of Jesus. When did you come to know the Lord? I was in the sixth grade and twelve 
years old at a summer camp in East Texas where I learned the bad news, that I was a sinner, but 
the good news was that Jesus loved and gave His life for sinners. My life was forever changed 
and I owe a tremendous debt of gratitude to our church for investing time, money, and energy to 
reach us for Christ at such a young age.  

All that to say, the first people who taught me about God and showed my sister and me how to 
love the Lord were my mom and dad. We saw in their love for us, their prayers, their regular 
attendance in church, how they treated everyone, and in a thousand other ways. The main 
responsibility of raising kids with hearts for God begins with the parents in the home.  

If this seems like a daunting task, let's remember that God is faithful. In fact, He loves our 
children more than we do. Also, we can be thankful that He gave us a blueprint in His Word 
instructing us on how to raise kids with a heart for God. So, how do we raise kids with a heart for 
God?  
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1. Cultivate your loving relationship with God.  

A. Our love for God must be personal. One thing about children is they can tell if we are 
pretending to love God, or if our love for God is personal. In our Bible text today, we have 
Moses, the great leader of God's people right before they enter the Promised Land. He was 
preparing them to live in a way that would honor the Lord and guarantee victorious living in the 
days and years to come.  

Teaching the parents to love God and charging the parents to teach their children how to love the 
Lord was high on his priority list. If we don't teach our children and grandchildren how to love 
God, the world will certainly teach them how not to.  

Read this with me:  

Now this is the commandment, and these are the statutes and judgments which the Lord your 
God has commanded to teach you, that you may observe them in the land which you are crossing 
over to possess, that you may fear the Lord your God, to keep all His statutes and His 
commandments which I command you, you and your son and your grandson, all the days of 
your life, and that your days may be prolonged. 3 Therefore hear, O Israel, and be careful to 
observe it, that it may be well with you, and that you may multiply greatly as the Lord God of 
your fathers has promised you—‘a land flowing with milk and honey.’ - Deuteronomy 6:1-3  

I count sixteen times in three verses in which Moses says "you," or "your." That's what I call 
making it personal. Someone once said that our love for God is more "caught," than "taught." 
While I understand the heart of that statement, we need to understand this is a loving obedience 
issue between parents and Almighty God.  

Parents, do we want our kids to know God's Word? Then, do our children see us taking time out 
of our day to spend some time with God's Word? Or, are we too busy scrolling through our 
screens to hear what God is saying to us? Do we want them to have a grateful heart to the Lord? 
Well, do our children hear us groaning about all that is wrong in this messed up world more than 
they hear us talking about how grateful we are to the Lord for His goodness? God is not looking 
for perfect parents, but He is looking for parents who love and honor Him.  

B. Our love for God must be passionate. “Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is 
one! You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your 
strength."  

- Deuteronomy 6:4-5  

Why must our love for God be passionate? Our love for God must be passionate for these three 
reasons.  

Reason #1: There is One Lord. Three reasons Verse 4 says He is to be “our” God because He is 
personal and relational. God will not settle for second place in your life. Dt. 4:39, "Today, 



recognize and keep in mind that the Lord is God in heaven above and on earth below; there is no 
other."  

Reason #2: There is One Love. Verse 5 continues with a challenge to love God with everything 
we’ve got: “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your might.” Jesus quoted this verse in Mark 12:30 and called it the greatest commandment.  

Our love for God is to pervade every aspect of our life because God wants our exclusive 
devotion. Notice the three uses of the word “all.” God’s wholehearted love for us cannot be 
answered with half-hearted commitment from us. By listing the heart, soul, and might, no area is 
left out. The word “might” means we are to love Him with everything we have – with devotion 
in our hearts, with passion in our souls, and with the energy of our very lives.  

Reason #3: There is One Law. “And these words that I command you today shall be on your 
heart.”  

Many churches still do services in which parents dedicate their children to the Lord. As a young 
family drove away from the church after the dedication of their baby, little Johnny, the older 
brother, cried all the way home in the back seat. His mother asked him three times what was 
wrong. Finally, the boy replied, “The pastor said he wanted us to be brought up in a Christian 
home…and I want to stay with you guys!” Ouch. 

Parents, remember that God is not asking you to be perfect. He is calling you into a personal 
relationship with Him where He is the number one passion in your life. Also, if you were raised 
in a home that didn't prioritize loving God and obeying Him, you are not the only one. God may 
be calling you to become the first one in your family to love and obey Him today.  

Will it be easy? No. I believe Satan is unleashing a brutal attack on the homes. Our nation will 
never rise above its homes and a nation will ever rise above its parents. If you ask God to help 
you, He will. Listen to the heart of God, "Oh, that they had such a heart in them that they would 
fear Me and always keep all My commandments, that it might be well with them and with their 
children forever!" -Deut. 5:29 

2.  Teach them to love God today.  

You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your 
house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up. You shall bind them 
as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on 
the doorposts of your house and on your gates. - Deuteronomy 6:7-9 

Remember, if you don't teach your children to love God, the world will teach them not to. Do not 
surrender to the world but draw your strength from the Word. How can I teach my children 
effectively to love God with all they've got today? Teach them by following these three biblical 
keys:  



A. Diligently teach them to love God. You shall teach them diligently to your children...Perhaps 
start them right here in this passage. Ask them, "What do you think is God's greatest 
commandment in the Bible?" We are to develop in them a set of convictions based on the Word 
of God that will guide them through life. Start where you are and teach them with diligence.  

Also, you may be shocked at how much God teaches you about your relationship with Him as 
you commit to teaching your children to love God. American author James Baldwin nailed it 
when he said: “Children have never been very good at listening to their elders, but they have 
never failed to imitate them.” And then we punish them for doing what we modeled. 

I wonder how many kids get punished for swearing by swearing parents? And then the parents 
say “I don’t know where you learned those words.” And the kids think “sure you do.” Nowhere 
is it truer than at home that more is caught than taught. 

B. Discuss your love for God. "...and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you 
walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up." He doesn’t say lecture them or beat 
them up with a Bible. The idea is in your casual conversation to talk about the things of God. 

You talk about what or who you love. So, as a parent who loves the Lord, let loving the Lord be 
a natural part of your daily life discussions. When you sit at your house over a meal, teach them 
to give thanks to God for their food. That may sound so simple, but so few do it.  

When you walk by the way, or when you drive them to school or to the mall, discuss the Lord. 
For example, our kids asked when my wife and I met, and how we knew God wanted us to be 
together? We were able to tell them about our meeting together as students in New Orleans, how 
we started dating, and then marriage. My wife is beautiful, but it was her love for Jesus and the 
way she treated others that attracted me to her most.  

Tell your kids about your struggles and doubts, too. Let them know you are not perfect and are 
still learning to love and obey God, too. They already know that, but they need to know that you 
are just as much in need of God's love, mercy, and strength as they are. Be sure to let them know 
how God answers your prayers, calmed your fears, and how the Holy Spirit has seen you through 
it all.  

C. Display your love for God. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as 
frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 
gates.  

Jewish families often place a mezuzah at the entryway of their homes. It is a small case, usually 
made of metal or wood containing these very words from Deuteronomy on the inside. That is a 
pretty strong display that says, "God is honored in this home."  

Growing up, my mom had a picture that had Psalm 118:24 stitched into it, "This is the day the 
Lord has made, let us rejoice and be glad in it." Of course, we had many days when we weren't 
always rejoicing, but many days we were. That simple picture served as a visual reminder that 
we can rejoice in the Lord always and that He is in control each day.  



Conclusion:  

Parents, no matter what Tik Tok or Instagram feeds say, you are the number one influence to 
teach and reach your children for God. Cultivate your personal love for God and teach your 
children daily to love God. Raise up your children in the way they should go and God will honor 
your home. We cannot force our kids, or anyone else to love God. However, we can have peace 
knowing we obeyed the Lord, loved our children and pointed them to the One who loved them so 
much that He laid down His life on the cross for their eternal life!   
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