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How to Build Your Life on God’s Word 
 
 

 
Sermon Series: How to Build Your Life on God’s Word 
To be used with: Obey God’s Word 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Living Out God’s Word 
Scripture: Matthew 5:13-16 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Obey God’s 
Word”, this sermon will seek to provide clarity to part of Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount so 
that we will be better equipped to live out what He taught. 
 
Introduction: Knowledge is meant to be applied.  If someone knows how to fix a busted 
pipe at home, but does nothing when a catastrophe happens, the result is a wet house.  If 
someone knows who to help an injured person but does nothing to assist the person who 
recently fell, the knowledge is not helping others.  If someone knows the Scripture but 
does not personally embrace it and share it with others, the knowledge is not helpful.  
Today’s message is one of encouragement in that Jesus called His followers to not only 
know Scripture, but to also live it out.  This message was applicable to His followers then 
and it is applicable to His followers today.   
 

1. Understanding three important words 
To fully understand what Jesus is teaching us, we need to understand three 
important words.  If we miss these words, we will miss what He is teaching, and 
we will be less equipped to apply these truths.  To understand these words, we 
need to look at them in their original language. 
 

a. You – When Jesus first spoke these words, He was sitting on a hillside 
talking to His disciples (5:1-2).  When he uttered the word “you”, He was 
not pointing at Peter, Matthew, or James. The word “you” was spoken as a 
plural word.  Therefore, it was not intended for one individual, but rather 
for the group itself.  The reason it is important to know that “you” is plural 
is because this means that it applies to those of us who know and follow 
Jesus today.   
 
When we were in school and a teacher addressed the entire class, we knew 
that it was going to be important.  The message was coming from someone 
in authority, and we would be responsible for the application of whatever 
was said.  The same can be said here.  If we are followers of Christ, then 
this message is intended for us. 
 

b. Are – We would not think that “are” is that big of a deal, but it is.  This 
word is written in what is known as the indicative.  It means that it is a 
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statement of fact.  For example, it is a fact that 1+1=2.  Someone can say 
that they do not believe it equals 2 or they don’t feel like it equals 2.  But 
the fact is that 1+1=2 no matter what others may say or feel. 

 
Jesus was teaching His followers as a group and now He was getting ready 
to make a factual statement.  At no point do we find Jesus asking for their 
opinion or stopping to make sure they were going to be okay with His 
statement.  We also do not find the disciples approaching Him later to 
argue the validity of the statement.  If you know Jesus personally, then He 
has a factual statement to share with you today. 
 

c. The – The word “the” is an adjective.  This means it describes something.  
It is also a singular word.  The passage would be extremely different if 
Jesus had said, “You are a. . . .”  He did not use “a” to show multiple 
options, but rather used “the” to show the singular option.   

 
Let’s recall one more time, Jesus was talking to His disciples.  This was a 
rag-tag group of followers.  Several were fishermen.  One was a tax 
collector, and another was described as a zealot.  This was not an ordinary 
small group.  This indicates that Jesus is willing to call all types of people 
to follow Him and He does not have a Plan B.  He looked at this group and 
said, “you are the” and He looks at us today and says, “you are the". 
 
You are the salt of the earth (v.13). 
 
You are the light of the world (v.14). 
 

2. Living out this truth 
a. Truths about salt – Salt had a distinct purpose back in New Testament 

times.  It was used to slow the decaying process as well as add flavor to 
things.  For this to take place the salt had to be removed from its container 
and placed upon whatever was decaying.  If the salt remained in the 
container, then it was useless no matter how potent it may have been. 

 
Jesus looks at His church today and says, “You are the salt of the earth” 
He does not have a Plan B and we need to come out of the saltshaker o. f 
the church so that we can apply ourselves to things that are decaying.  This 
does not mean that we are to be like the world or embrace the things of the 
world.  It does mean that we are to take the things that we have learned 
from God’s Word throughout our lives and share them with a world that is 
in desperate need of hearing the gospel message.  We study God’s Word 
in the safety of His church so that we can apply His truth in our lives and 
be the salt of the earth. 
 



Bible Studies for Life Outlines – Summer 2022 
How to Love Your Neighbor  3 of 3 
	

b. Truths about light – When light encounters darkness, light wins every 
time.  If we are in a place of total darkness, all it takes is a small amount of 
light to provide safety and direction for everyone caught in darkness. 

 
Jesus looks at His church today and says, “You are the light of the world.” 
We often reach a false conclusion that we do not know enough to share the 
truth of God’s Word with others.  This is simply not the case.  We do not 
need to be an all-star baseball player to teach our child to hit and catch.  
We do not need to know every answer to every potential question.  The 
disciples didn’t know all the answers and Jesus said, “You are the light”.  
We are to take what we know, apply to our lives as we live out the truth 
that He has called us to be salt and light. 

 
Conclusion:  We all have passages that we know.  The question is, are we living out 
these passages and applying them to our lives?  For the follower of Jesus, are we taking 
the truths we learn in church and Bible study and living them out in our daily lives?  For 
the ones in here today that do not have a relationship with Jesus yet, is today the day to 
not just know John 3:16 but also embrace a personal relationship with Jesus.  It is one 
thing to know a verse; it is vastly different to know the Savior spoken about in the verse. 
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