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How to Build Your Life on God’s Word 
 
 

 
Sermon Series: How to Build Your Life on God’s Word 
To be used with: Hear God’s Word 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Jesus, The Great Teacher 
Scripture: Matthew 9:35-38 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Hear God’s 
Word”, this sermon will expound upon the methods Jesus used when He was teaching 
while here on earth.  
 
Introduction: Who was your favorite teacher growing up?  We all had one and their 
impact is still felt.  If we start talking about our favorite teacher, rarely will we mention 
the subject matter they taught us.  We will talk about the way they cared for us.  We will 
discuss a specific word of encouragement they shared or a specific time they were present 
in our lives.  They may have been our English teacher, but they taught us about life more 
than anything else.  Today’s sermon will look at the Great Teacher, Jesus.  We will look 
at His methods and seek to personally embrace them and be more like Him. 
 

1. Jesus taught as He went (v. 35) 
When Jesus was here on Earth, He did not seem to stay in one place for an 
extended period. He knew His time of ministry here was going to be short, so He 
taught as He was going around to all the towns and villages.  If we were to do a 
quick study of the Gospels we would see Jesus teaching from a mountain side, 
Jesus teaching crowds and small groups, Jesus teaching late at night or early in 
the morning.  He did limit Himself to a particular time or place. 
 
If we have a desire to be like Jesus, then we too should seek to embrace this 
methodology.  Prior to ascending to the Father Jesus told His followers to go and 
make disciples, teaching them to observe His commands (Matt. 28:18-20).  The 
word “go” is written in such a way as to convey a continual and ongoing action.  
As we go throughout or daily activities, we are called to teach God’s commands 
to others.  This is what Jesus did and we should be about the same thing. 
 

2. Jesus taught the good news (v. 35) 
As Jesus was going from place to place, the Bible says that He was preaching the 
good news of the kingdom.  Several words stand out in this part of the passage.  
First, is the word preaching.  This means to actively proclaim a message.  Let’s 
take note of the “ing” on the word as well.  This shows that it was not a one-time 
event, but rather a habit.  Proclaiming the good news was something Jesus did 
over and over. 
 



Bible Studies for Life Outlines – Summer 2022 
How to Love Your Neighbor  2 of 3 
	

The next phrase is that He proclaimed the “good news of the kingdom”.   
Everyone should be quick to admit that we are all sinners and in need of a Savior.  
This is the bad news, and it is a reality.  The good news, however, is that Christ 
came and lived perfect life, suffered a horrible death, paid a debt that we all owe 
and that those who confess with their mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in their 
heart that God raised Him from the dead will be saved (Rom. 10:9).  This is the 
good news, and we would be wise to proclaim this message. 
 

3. Jesus met needs (v. 35) 
The Bible indicates that Jesus did more than share the good news of the kingdom, 
He also healed the diseases and sicknesses of those who were there to hear His 
teaching.  He met their needs, and this was not the only time He did something 
like this.  On two separate occasions, we find that Jesus had been teaching large 
crowds and He eventually fed them.  On one occasion, the disciples asked Jesus to 
send the crowds away so that they could go find nourishment.  Jesus used this as 
an opportunity to meet a real need. 
 
Do we know the needs of those around us and are we willing to meet those needs 
in Jesus’ name?  Jesus was a great teacher in that He proclaimed the kingdom of 
heaven.  As He did this, He met the needs of those who were there to hear the 
message.  Did Jesus meeting the needs of others lead them towards being more 
open to the message?  The Bible does not answer this question specifically.  But it 
does seem like a reasonable question given the fact that Jesus was consistently 
meeting the needs of those who heard His message. 
 

4. Jesus felt compassion (v. 36) 
If someone has compassion, then that person shows concern for others.  The word 
compassion is used multiple times in the Gospels to communicate how Jesus felt.  
Each time this word is used to describe Jesus, He responds in some manner 
towards those around Him.  Here, Jesus felt compassion as the people were like 
sheep without a shepherd.  Therefore, He fed them and taught them the truth of 
the kingdom of heaven. 
 
What would our places of work look like if we felt compassion for those around 
us?  What would our schools look like?  What would our homes look like?  If we 
do not share compassion with those around us, who will?  Let’s hope and pray 
that we do not need to find the answer to the last question because we are going to 
make a commitment to be a compassionate teacher like Jesus was. 

 
Conclusion:  Jesus was a great teacher because He taught the good news of the kingdom 
as He went from place to place, and He compassionately met the needs of those around 
Him.  If you and I know Jesus as our personal Lord and Savior, then our calling is to be 
like Him.  Let’s make a commitment to be model our teaching after Him.  If, however, 
you do not know Him personally, can you be challenged by Him today?  The challenge is 
not to know the passage, but rather to know Him personally as He proclaims the good 
news and compassionately offers to meet an eternal need. 
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