
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study James: Living 
Out Your Faith, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  You can stand triumphantly in Christ over sin, the world, and Satan. 

Introduction:  I often think about my preaching professor in seminary, Dr. Tommy Hight.  
He was also my pastor when I was growing up, and he baptized me.  His years of pastoral 
ministry had given him much wisdom, and he often shared that wisdom with his students.  
One piece of advice he often gave was, “Let the Lord fight your battles for you.”  I’ll be 
honest: at the time I didn’t understand what he meant by that.  It sounded kind of abstract 
and academic to me.  After I’d been a pastor for about two or three years, though, I began 
to understand.  Pastors face many struggles that are simply too big for us to handle, so 
it’s best just to leave them to God.   
 
 If anyone understood the principle of letting God fight his battles, it was David.  
Remember when he faced Goliath?    David told him, “The battle is the Lord’s, and He 
will give you into our hands.”  David prevailed over Goliath, not because he was a better 
warrior, but because God was with him.  By the time David wrote this Psalm, Goliath was 
long dead.  David had another enemy who was trying to kill him, and that was King Saul.  
He was forced to flee Israel, and he fled to the Philistine city of Gath.  That was a strange 
place for him to go, since that was Goliath’s hometown!  David spoke of his fear, and he 
had good reason to be afraid.  Yet one thing gave him comfort: the battle was still the 
Lord’s!  Do we still believe that today?  Many battles are raging in America as I write this.  
Yet the biggest battle is a spiritual battle, and we don’t have any doubt who’s going to 
prevail in the end.  We can stand with confidence because the battle is still the Lord’s!   
 

I. David’s complaint (v. 1-4). 
 
A. David wrote this Psalm when he was fleeing from King Saul. 

1. After David killed Goliath, he became a big hero in Israel. 
a. At King Saul’s invitation, he moved into the palace and because a leader 

in Saul’s army. 
b. Saul became disturbed when he heard some women singing, “Saul has 

slain his thousands, but David his ten thousands” (2 Samuel 18:7). 
• This sounds morbid by modern standards, but the simple reality is, 

people die in war.  While we’re grateful for the soldiers who have 
given their lives in our wars, General Patton’s famous observation is 
undeniable: Soldiers don’t win wars by dying for their country, but by 
making enemy soldiers die for their country!   
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2. Saul was afraid that David would inherit the kingdom instead of his own 
descendants, and he was right. 
a. God had already appointed David to be Israel’s next king. 
b. As David’s popularity grew among the people, Saul attempted to kill him.  

David was finally forced to flee.  
B. It was bad enough that he was a fugitive from his own country, but he couldn’t 

even find safety in other countries.   
1. While he was hiding out in Gath, Philistine soldiers took him prisoner. 

a. They remember him as the man who killed their champion. 
b. When David feigned insanity, the king of Gath released him (pagans 

believe it was bad luck to kill an insane person).   
2. Despite his fears, David still trusted God. 

a. He acknowledged his fear, but he knew God would take care of him. 
b. He praised God’s “word”.  God had promised David would someday be 

the king, and David trusted God to keep His promise. 
 

II. David’s confidence (v. 5-9). 
 
A. David voiced some more complaints about his enemies. 

1. They were misrepresenting him. 
a. “They wrest my words” – This suggested they were taking David’s words 

out of context and using them against him. 
• When I was a pastor in Missouri, a rumor spread that I tried to “run 

off” the Methodist pastor in town.  I had absolutely no authority in the 
Methodist church and still don’t, so I don’t know how they figured I 
was going to pull that off.  Still, that was the rumor.   

b. If people can’t harm you physically, they’ll do what they can to discredit 
you and destroy your reputation.   

2. His enemies seemed to be laying for him everywhere he went. 
a. He felt as though they were watching his every move. 
b. Some might say David was paranoid.  Under the circumstances, he had 

good reason to be that way.   
B. He prayed that God would serve justice against those who wronged him. 

1. Imprecatory prayers have their place. 
a. The apostle Paul prayed similar prayers (2 Timothy 4:14). 
b. David didn’t take matters into his own hands, and neither should we. 

2. He was confident that God was with him, and that was enough. 
a. He asked God to put his tears in a bottle and to record what his enemies 

had done to him.  These were word pictures, indicating his belief that 
God would remember these things.   

b. If we have that same confidence in God, then we should let Him handle 
those who wrong us. 
• With the recent reversal of the Roe vs. Wade decision, people have 

stepped up their attacks against churches and pro-life pregnancy 
centers.  How should we respond?  My suggestion is that we simply 
pray for them and leave the consequences to God.   
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III. David’s courage (v. 10-13). 
 
A. Because David believed God’s promises, he had no reason to be afraid. 

1. He could trust God even when his life was in danger. 
a. Many American Christians are afraid to speak the truth because they’re 

afraid of losing their friends or their social status. 
b. If you can trust God with your eternal soul, you can also trust Him with 

your reputation.   
• I saw a Facebook meme that asked, “How do you sleep at night 

knowing people don’t like you?”  The reply was, “With the fan on.”  I 
don’t sleep with a fan on, but I do share the sentiment.  If you’re 
obeying God, it doesn’t matter what others think of you.    

2. What did he mean when he said, “thy vows are upon me”? 
a. Most scholars believe he was referring to his own vows to God, and he 

was promising to fulfill them when he was able to do so. 
b. Personally, I believe he was talking about the promises God had made 

to him (I think that fits the context better).  When God makes a promise, 
it’s as good as done.   

B. Just how confident was David in God’s promises? 
1. “Thou hast delivered my soul from death”. 

a. David no doubt believed in life after death (Psalm 23:6), but in this case, 
he was probably referring to his earthly life. 

b. Though many years would pass before Saul was finally destroyed, 
David could speak of God’s deliverance as though it already happened. 

2. Are we confident that our God will prevail in the end? 
a. Some say the church is dying, but our Lord said otherwise (Matt. 16:18). 
b. If it gets to the point where we must sacrifice our lives for Jesus, we have 

a better home waiting for us.  Thus, we win either way! 
 
Conclusion:  Like many people, I’m thankful that Roe vs. Wade has finally been 
reversed.  However, the battle against abortion has started all over again because the 
legislative power has been returned to the states.  We should certainly do what we can 
to abolish abortion.  However, as I’ve said many times, it will take more than politics to 
change America.  I do think Christians ought to vote, and we ought to make our voices 
heard at all levels of government.  Still, that alone isn’t going to change America.  I’m old 
enough to know that politics is like a pendulum.  It swings back and forth between the 
parties, and any changes made through the political system will be temporary.  True 
change will only come when people’s hearts and lives are changed, and that can only 
happen by the power of God.  Will we win these battles?  That’s up to God.  Will we do 
what He has commanded us to do?  That’s up to us.  One thing is clear: we have no 
reason to run away, because the battle is still the Lord’s.   
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