
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study James: Living 
Out Your Faith, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  When you rely on God, your words reflect His character. 

Introduction:  When I was a freshman in high school, I enrolled in our school’s JROTC 
program.  I learned very quickly that they expected their cadets to uphold certain 
standards.  That was particularly true on uniform day.  Once a week we had to wear our 
uniforms to school, and we would have an inspection during our class period.  Our 
instructors and cadet officers would go over us with a fine-tooth comb.  They also 
expected us to conduct ourselves properly outside of class.  Most of the time we were 
just ordinary high school students, but when we were in uniform, we were cadets, and 
our instructors expected us to act like cadets.  Those who have actually been in the 
military know what I mean; in fact, you understand it much better than I do. Soldiers and 
sailors and Marines are expected to conduct themselves in a military manner.   
 
 The New Testament often compares Christians to soldiers.  We are part of God’s army, 
and He expects us to uphold certain standards.  I fear that many churches today have 
forgotten that.  Many are trying so hard to connect with today’s society that they’re no 
longer setting an example for society.  Our Lord has not called us to fit in; He has called 
us to stand out.  That doesn’t mean we’re going to be perfect, but it does mean we’re 
going to be different.  In the fourth chapter of Ephesians, Paul noted three areas where 
the life of a Christian should be different from the life of an unbeliever. 
 

I. Your conduct (v.25-28). 
 
A. You should speak the truth. 

1. We serve a God of truth, and He wants His people to speak the truth. 
a. We live in an age where the very concept of truth is under assault, but 

falsehood has no place among God’s people. 
b. The Bible says lying lips are an abomination to God (Proverbs 12:22).  

2. Paul noted that “we are members one of another”. 
a. Like a human body, the church is made up of many different parts, but 

it works together as a single unit. 
b. For a church to function properly, people must trust each other.  If we lie 

to one another, we destroy that trust. 
B. You should keep your anger under control. 

1. “Be ye angry and sin not” – This verse is misunderstood by many people. 
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a. We must be on our guard, because angry can easily become sinful. 
• There is such a thing as righteous anger, but even then we must be 

careful.  Righteous anger never leads to unrighteous actions.   
b. “Let not the son go down on your anger” – This means you shouldn’t 

hang on to anger.  If you do hang on to it, you’re sinning.   
2. “Neither give place to the devil” – Other translations say, “Don’t give the 

devil an opportunity.”  
a. The devil knows how to exploit anger for his own ends. 
b. When you hold on to anger instead of dealing with it constructively, you 

make yourself more vulnerable to temptation.   
C. You should have good work ethics. 

1. “Let him that stole steal no more” – Thievery was common in the Roman 
Empire, and in some areas, it was even legal. 

2. Instead of stealing, you should earn a living through honest work. 
a. Paul had already told the church at Thessalonica, “If any would not work, 

neither should he eat” (2 Thessalonians 3:10). 
b. Working not only enables you to provide for yourself and your family, but 

it also lets you help people in need. 
 

II. Your conversation (v. 29-30). 
 
A. Paul warned his readers to avoid “corrupt communication:. 

1. The word “corrupt” can also mean “evil”, “worthless”, or “unwholesome”. 
a. This includes foul language.  It’s one thing to let a profane word slip out 

in a moment of anger or frustration, but it’s quite another to use such 
language as part of your regular vocabulary. 

b. Jesus said your heart speaks through your mouth (Matt. 15:18).  Or as 
Vance Havner humorously put it, “What’s down in the well will come up 
in the bucket.”   

2. Interestingly, Paul contrasted “corrupt communication” with speech that 
edifies or builds up.   
a. Language that tears down others is “corrupt communication”. 
b. Ungodly words have destroyed friendships, marriages, and churches.  

• The old saying goes, “Sticks and stones may break my bones, but 
words will never hurt me.”  Alas, that simply isn’t true.  Words often 
do much more damage than sticks or stones ever could.   

B. He also warned them not to “grieve” the Holy Spirit. 
1. Two important truths stand out: 

a. The Holy Spirit is a Person with emotions, and thus He can be grieved. 
b. We are “sealed” by the Holy Spirit.  He is God’s mark of ownership on 

you until “the day of redemption” (your soul has already been redeemed, 
but when Christ returns, your body will be redeemed, too).   

2. Paul connected grieving the Holy Spirit with corrupt communication and 
other ungodly actions. 
a. The Holy Spirit never departs from those who have trusted in Jesus, but 

you can grieve Him to the point that He no longer works in your life. 
b. Many churches are struggling because they have grieved the Holy Spirit.   
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III. Your character (v. 31-32). 

 
A. Paul urged his readers to rid themselves of other ungodly attitudes. 

1. He used several words that are closely related. 
a. “Bitterness” and “anger” speak of internal resentment. 
b. “Wrath” and “clamor” refer to angry outbursts. 
c. “Evil speaking” – Speech that is injurious to others’ reputations. 
d. “Malice” – Ill will and a desire to hurt. 

2. How do you rid yourself of these attitudes when they have such a strong 
hold on you? 
a. Recognize them as sinful and confess them to God. 
b. When you bring God into it, the devil will flee (James 4:7). 

B. What attitudes should you have instead? 
1. You should be kind and compassionate. 
2. You should forgive people who have wronged you. 

a. When you remember how much God has forgive you, you find it easier 
to forgive others. 

b. If you refuse to forgive, you will not be forgiven (Matthew 6:14-15). 
 
Conclusion:  One of my favorite episodes of “The Andy Griffith Show” was when Aunt 
Bea was hurrying Andy and Opie along to get ready for church on Sunday morning.  They 
had a visiting preacher that morning, and she wanted them to make a good impression.  
Andy didn’t seem too excited about it, and he couldn’t understand why everyone was 
making such a big fuss.  He said, “I hold with Reverend Tucker (that was their pastor).  
I’ve been taking from Reverend Tucker for a good many years now, and I ain’t about to 
change.”  Aunt Bea gave a very astute reply: “Andy, they’re on the same side!” 
 
 Friends, we’re on the same side.  If we’re going to make a difference in our community 
and our nation, we need to work together and get along with one another.  Let us resist 
seeds of division.  Let us avoid speaking ill of one another, and let us seek to build up 
each other in Christian character.  When people wrong you, forgive them, because you 
have been forgiven of much more.  In other words, “Be ye kind to one another, 
tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you.” 
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