
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study James: Living 
Out Your Faith, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  Don’t play favorites. 

Introduction:  Several years ago, much of public attention was on the upcoming “royal 
wedding” of Prince William and Kate Middleton.  I commented on my Facebook page that 
if his great-great uncle hadn’t abdicated, most people probably would never have heard 
of Prince William!  One of my old high school friends replied, “Ah, but when his great-
great uncle abdicated, it was true love!”  Maybe she had a point.  Prince William’s great-
great uncle was King Edward VIII.  He was a bachelor when he became king in 1936, 
and he set his sights on an American woman who had been divorced.  That didn’t sit too 
well with British society in those days, so he gave up the throne in order to marry her.  His 
younger brother became King George VI, who was the father of Queen Elizabeth, the 
grandfather of Prince Charles, and the great grandfather of Prince William.  
 
 It’s not for me to judge whether King Edward’s surrender of the throne was an act of true 
love.  Only he and God can know that.  Still, no one can deny that he gave up a lot for 
the woman he wanted to marry.  True love does indeed involve sacrifice.  A lot of people 
have forgotten that.  They equate love with feelings, and they think if the feelings aren’t 
there, then it can’t be true love.  Love has to go deeper than feelings.  Every now and 
then I’ll hear a man say about his wife, “I just don’t love her anymore.”  Sorry, gentlemen, 
but God didn’t give you that option.  He commanded you to love your wife as Christ loves 
the church.  That means love is a choice.  It also means love is not always easy.  Christ 
loved the church enough to die for it.  His love involved real sacrifice.  Likewise, true love 
among humans requires hard work and sacrifice. 
 

I. The priority of love (v. 1-3). 
 
A. It’s more important than spiritual gifts. 

1. “The tongues of men and of angels” – Paul was speaking hypothetically. 
a. Nowhere does the Bible indicate that heaven has its own language.  

Paul was saying even if he could speak all the languages that exist in 
the whole universe, it would mean nothing without love. 

b. “Sounding brass” likely refers to a gong.  Without love, even the most 
beautiful language is nothing but noise. 

2. “The gift of prophecy” – This refers not so much to predicting the future as 
it does to receiving and delivering words from God.   

3. “Though I have all faith” – A faith so strong that it’s not hindered by any 
problems or obstacles. 
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a. All followers of Jesus should have faith, but God grants some people 
extraordinary faith to do extraordinary things. 
• For an example of such faith, I highly recommend the book God’s 

Smuggler, by Brother Andrew.  He smuggled Bibles into Communist 
countries when the Soviet Union dominated eastern Europe.  I also 
recommend the autobiography of George Mueller.   

b. Even the strongest faith is meaningless without love. 
B. It’s more important than generosity. 

1. Paul said if he gave away everything he had to people in need, it would 
mean nothing if it wasn’t done in love.  

2. Giving can be done with the wrong motives (Matthew 6:2).  
C. It’s more important than martyrdom. 

1. Paul knew about persecution, as he had experienced his fair share of it. 
2. Nevertheless, even martyrdom can be done for the wrong reason. 

a. Some groups teach that you earn a special place in the hereafter if you 
are willing to die for your beliefs. 

b. Martyrdom should not bring glory to yourself, but to God.   
 

II. The practice of love (v. 4-7). 
 
A. Love is more than feelings. 

1. Love is compassionate. 
a. It “suffers long”.  This means it’s slow to react to wrongdoing. 
b. It is kind, even to people who may not deserve kindness. 

2. Love is humble. 
a. It does not envy. 
b. It does not exalt itself at other people’s expense. 
c. It is not arrogant. 

3. Love is considerate. 
a. It shows proper courtesy to people. 
b. It is unselfish. 
c. It “thinketh no evil”.  That is, it does not nitpick over minor faults. 

B. Love can be very difficult. 
1. It rejoices in the truth, not in wrongdoing. 

a. The church at Corinth was tolerating open sin (see chapter 5). 
b. We should show compassion on people who go astray, but we do them 

no favors if we ignore their sins.   
2. Love is optimistic rather than cynical. 

a. “Beareth all things” – It does not exalt other people’s faults.   
b. “Believeth all things” – It does not indulge gossip. 
c. “Hopes all things” – It wants the best for others. 
d. “Endures all things” – It perseveres when the going is tough. 

 
III. The permanence of love (v. 8-13). 

 
A. Paul said prophecies, tongues, and knowledge shall fail. 
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1. “We know in part, we prophesy in part” – Paul meant there are still many 
things we do not know. 
a. Jesus revealed God to us, but He didn’t tell us everything we want to 

know, let alone everything there is to know. 
b. God’s written Word tells us what we need to know, but it doesn’t tell us 

everything we want to know. 
• We recently had Vacation Bible School, and the children asked me 

a lot of questions about heaven.  Alas, I couldn’t answer all their 
questions.  The Bible tells us there is a heaven, and that it will be a 
wonderful place, but it doesn’t answer all our questions.   

2. “That which is perfect” – Most likely, Paul was referring to Christ’s return.  
a. When Jesus returns, He will make things clear to us. 
b. We won’t be all-knowing in the same way as God, but all the mysteries 

will be made clear to us.   
B. Paul compared us to children. 

1. Just as small children have limited knowledge about the things of the world, 
we have limited knowledge about God. 
a. We keep learning as long as we’re in this world, but our knowledge will 

be imperfect until Jesus comes.   
b. When Jesus comes again, we will reach full maturity 

2. “We see through a glass darkly” – The wording in the original language 
speaks of a distorted mirror. 
a. Our finite minds have been corrupted by sin, so our perception of God 

is like a distorted image in a distorted mirror. 
b. When Christ returns, we’ll understand God as He understands us. 

3. Faith and hope are great, but love is greater. 
a. When Jesus returns, our hope will be realized, and our faith will be sight.   
b. Unlike faith and hope, love will endure for eternity. 

 
Conclusion:  Years ago, Dr. Francis Schaeffer hosted a series of films called, “Whatever 
Happened to the Human Race?”  It focuses on the devaluing of human life that we see 
in today’s society.  Dr. Schaeffer correctly noted the root problem of it all was the way we 
view people.  People have forgotten God, and they’ve adopted a world view that sees 
man as the center of all things.  People see themselves as mere cogs in a gigantic 
machine, and thus they see no problem with disposing of certain “cogs” that they don’t 
feel are contributing enough.  As a result of this kind of thinking, people have developed 
a very distorted understanding of what it means to love.  If anyone ought to know the 
meaning of true love, it should be followers of Jesus Christ.  We know people are made 
in God’s image, and we love them because God loves them.  That doesn’t mean we 
compromise the truth; it means we proclaim the truth to them in love.  May God use to 
show our community, our nation, and our world the meaning of true love! 
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