
 

 
Connection to Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study of Awake: The Call to a 
Renewed Life, these sermon outlines will use the same Scripture passages as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit.  
 
We see in the book of Acts that as the early church was faithful with what God had given them 
he opened up more doors for the gospel to spread. Session Six of the small group material is 
called “Return to The Task.” The Point is, “A revitalized church spreads the gospel.”  
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study James: Living 
Out Your Faith, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the small group 
study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  God uses trials to mature your faith. 

Introduction:  I grew up in the 1970’s.  It was called “the cynical 70’s”, because people 
had many reasons to be pessimistic.  The Vietnam War was still going on in the first part 
of the decade, and it finally came to a rather shameful conclusion in 1975.  In the 
meantime, the President was forced to resign in the wake of Watergate, and the country 
was divided over a number of issues such as abortion, busing, and the economy.  I wasn’t 
old enough to understand the Middle East Oil Crisis, but I do remember the long lines at 
the gas stations, and the signs that said, “Sorry, no gas.”  I wasn’t overly familiar with 
terms like “inflation” and “recession” and “stagflation”, but even kids know things are bad 
when their comic books and bubble gum cards get more expensive each year!  My older 
siblings understood the situation better than I did, and I sometimes heard them express 
their opinions about it.  If they did, they usually got a lecture from my parents that began 
with these words: “You kids today don’t know what hard times are!”  They were right, of 
course.  Both of my parents grew up in the Great Depression, which was much worse. 
 
As I write this, our country is facing similar challenges to those of the 1970’s: high gas 
prices, inflation, trouble overseas, and an impending recession.  Many are worried about 
what the future holds.  I’m no economist, and I’m certainly no prophet, so I don’t claim to 
know what the next year holds.  However, I do know that our God still reigns, and I know 
we can trust Him to take care of us.  I’m not saying things are going to be easy, but I am 
saying God will be with us, and He will get us through it. 
 
 

I. A strict command (v. 4-9). 
 
A. Jeremiah was writing a letter to his countrymen who had been taken away as 

captives to Babylon. 
1. King Nebuchadnezzar made three invasions of Jerusalem. 

a. 605 B.C – This was after he defeated Egypt at the Battle of Carchemish.  
Judah had an alliance with Egypt, so Nebuchadnezzar visited Jerusalem 
to let everyone know he was now in charge. 

b. 597 B.C. – This was known as “the Great Deportation”, when more than 
10,000 captives were taken to Babylon. 

c. 586 B.C. – The entire city of Jerusalem was destroyed. 
2. Jeremiah likely wrote this letter after the second invasion. 
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a. God commanded the people to settle down in Babylon and make the 
best of their situation. 

b. “Take ye wives” – He wasn’t telling them to marry Babylonian women, 
but he did expect them to marry and raise families.   

c. His point was life would go on even when they were in captivity.   
B. God also told them to “seek the peace” of the cities where they were captives. 

1. The word translated “peace” is the Hebrew word shalom.  It not only means 
the absence of conflict, but it suggests well-being. 
a. They were to pray for their land of captivity and do what they could to 

make it a better place. 
b. “In the peace thereof ye shall have peace” – Or as President John F. 

Kennedy often said, “A rising tide lifts all boats.”   
2. Politicians may not always come together in times of crisis, but God’s 

people should.  
a. Times of crisis should unite us in prayer for our leaders and for our nation 

as a whole. 
b. Above all, we should pray that God will use the crisis to get people to 

turn their attention to Him.   
C. He warned them not to listen to false prophets. 

1. False prophets were telling people that things weren’t really that bad. 
a. In the preceding chapter, Hananiah said God had shown him that the 

captives would be returned in two years (28:1-4). 
b. Some claimed God had revealed the future to them in dreams (v. 8).   

2. We have no shortage of false prophets today. 
a. They say God is pure love, and thus He would never punish sin. 
b. They insist God would never judge America. 

 
II. A sincere consolation (v. 10-14). 

 
A. God was still with them, and He was still in control.   

1. God would “visit” them after seventy years of captivity. 
a. “Thoughts of peace, not of evil” – The word translated “peace” is the 

same one used in verse seven, and it suggests well-being or health. 
b. Though the people of Babylon would likely taunt them, they could rest 

assured that God had not forgotten them.   
2. God would be glorified even while they were captives. 

a. Through the witness of the prophet Daniel, King Nebuchadnezzar would 
learn about the true God. 

b. The people would be humbled and would seek God. 
B. God assured the Israelites that their exile was not permanent. 

1. He would gather them “from all the nations”. 
a. The northern ten tribes had been exiled to Assyria more than a century 

earlier, but God had not forgotten about them, either. 
b. He would bring them back to the land He had given them. 

2. He would make a new covenant with them (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 
a. The people had broken the old covenant, so God would make a new 

covenant by which He would forgive their sins. 
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b. This new covenant was fulfilled in Jesus. 
• When Jesus partook of the Last Supper with His disciples, He told 

them the cup represented the “new testament”, or new covenant.  In 
other words, He was letting them know that God’s promise of a new 
covenant would be fulfilled through His death.  That’s why I always 
read Jeremiah 31:31-34 when we partake of the Lord’s Supper. 

 
 
Conclusion:  When I was growing up, one of the popular shows on television was “Little 
House on the Prairie”.  It was based loosely on the “Little House” books by Laura Ingalls 
Wilder, which were based on her own childhood in the 19th century frontier.  The TV show 
was set in Minnesota, and it focused on the adventures of young Laura Ingalls and her 
family.  In the show’s later years, Laura met a young man named Almanzo Wilder.  This 
troubled Charles, because there was such a difference in their ages (in real life, Almanzo 
was indeed ten years older than Laura).  Over time, Charles grew to like Almanzo, and 
on the last show of the season, Almanzo asked Laura to marry him.  Charles was pleased, 
but there was a problem.  Laura was only sixteen years old.  Her father wanted her to 
wait until she was eighteen.  Charles took Almanzo outside explained why he wanted 
Laura to wait.  He said, “She’s young.  She expects everything to be smooth and easy, 
and life just isn’t like that.  I want her to know that she’ll stay with you, through good times 
and bad – and believe me, there will be a lot of bad times!” 
 
 Charles was right.  Life in this world can often be difficult, and even the most happily 
married couples have their bad times.  Sadly, people don’t always stay true to their 
marriage vows during those bad times.  I’ve been a pastor a long time, and I’ve known 
some people who had legitimate reasons for divorce, but I’ve known others who let their 
marriages fall apart for the most trivial reasons.  Aren’t you glad to know that our God will 
never forsake us?  He may discipline us when we go astray, but He has promised never 
to forsake us.  He is the God of good times and bad.      
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