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Sermon Series:  Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives. 
To be used with:  Session 6: United Through the Spirit 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Power of a Unified Church 
Scripture:  1 Corinthians 11:17-26 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Never Alone: 
The Holy Spirit in our Lives, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit brings us together as one church.   

Introduction:  Every now and then, I’ll see some article calling on Christians to lay aside 
denominational differences and come together as one.  However, unity at the expense of 
truth is not scriptural.  As Adrian Rogers used to say, it’s better to divide over truth than 
to unite around an error.  One of our great Southern Baptist theologians was W.T. Conner, 
who taught at Southwestern Seminary for many years.  He noted that many people of his 
day spoke of a “creedless church”, and he said the whole idea was absurd.  He said a 
creed is what a church believes, and a church without a creed would be a church that 
believed nothing.  He said the only place for an organization like that is the insane asylum! 
 
 That being said, let’s be fair: most church fights have nothing to do with doctrinal issues.  
I’ve been a Baptist all my life, and I come from a long line of Baptists, and I’ve seen a lot 
of church fights over things that don’t really matter.  Jerry Clower used to tell the story of 
his Uncle Versey Ledbetter attending a deacons’ meeting where they discussed buying 
a chandelier.  He said Uncle Versey was dead set against it.  He said, first of all, when 
they filled out the mail order for it, none of them would know how to spell it.  Second, once 
they received the chandelier, none of them would know how to play it.  Third, he didn’t 
think it was right to spend all this money on a chandelier when what the church really 
needed was more lights!  We can laugh over some of the silliness that goes on in church 
business meetings but make no mistake: a divided church is a poor testimony to the Lord 
Jesus Christ.  The church at Corinth was divided over a number of things, and most of 
them didn’t really matter.  Paul told them that these divisions were hindering their worship, 
and it was even hurting their observance of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

I. The perversion of the Lord’s Supper. 
 

A. Paul noted that there were divisions among the people (v. 18). 
1. Paul had addressed this subject in chapter one. 

a. Some people claimed to follow Paul, others claimed to follow Peter, 
and others claimed to follow Apollos. 
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b. Paul asked, “Is Christ divided?”  The people were exalting 
preachers because they had lost sight of Christ.   

2. “There must also be heresies among you” – The word “heresies” would 
be better translated “factions”. 
a. On the surface, Paul seemed to contradict himself.  He spoke 

against divisions, but was he now saying they were necessary? 
b. Most likely, Paul was repeating the church’s own words to them, 

and then he refuted them.   
B. Many of the divisions were based on class differences. 

1. Evidently, the Corinthians had adopted their own version of the 
“prosperity gospel”.   
a. They acted as though the rich were more favored by God. 
b. Riches are not wrong as such, but they are not necessarily a sign 

of God’s favor.  Many rich people are ungodly.   
2. Their class snobbery was showing itself in their worship.   

a. During their “love feasts”, the rich were gorging themselves and the 
poor were being shut out. 

b. “This is not how to take the Lord’s Supper” – Paul was saying, 
“You’re having supper, but the Lord certainly isn’t part of it!” 

C. We can’t deny that class distinctions still exist. 
1. Numerous attempts have been made to establish a “classless society”, 

but they have always resulted in tyranny.   
2. If there’s any place on earth where class distinctions should not matter, 

that place is the church.   
3. There may be legitimate reasons to exclude someone from the Lord’s 

Supper, but social class is not one of them.   
 

II. The purpose of the Lord’s Supper.   
 
A. Paul explained the origin of the Lord’s Supper. 

1. The night before Jesus was crucified, He took bread and broke it. 
a. Unleavened bread was part of the Passover meal, but what Jesus 

did with it that night was unusual. 
b. He said it symbolized what would happen to His body the next day.   

2. He also took a cup, and He said it symbolized His blood which would 
seal “the new testament” (or new covenant).   
a. God had promised Jeremiah He would someday establish a new 

covenant with Israel (Jeremiah 31:31-34).   
b. Blood was used only for the most sacred covenants, and Jesus was 

going to seal this new covenant with His own blood. 
B. Why do we continue to partake of the Lord’s Supper today? 

1. We do it in remembrance of Jesus. 
a. It is not a reenactment of Jesus’ crucifixion (Heb. 9:11-12). 
b. We remember men who died for important causes, but Jesus died 

for the most important cause of all: to save us from our sins. 
2. It reminds us that we are one in Him. 

a. All of His disciples ate the same bread and drank of the same cup, 
symbolizing that they were one in Him.1 

b. It is wrong for a divided church to partake of this supper.   
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3. We proclaim our Lord’s death until He comes.   
a. We proclaim Jesus’ resurrection and return through other services, 

but the Lord’s Supper proclaims His death.   
b. When children or unbelievers ask why we partake of this meal, we 

have an opportunity to share the Gospel with them.   
 
Conclusion:  I remember seeing a “Peanuts” cartoon in which Linus was watching 
television.  His sister Lucy came in and said, “All right, switch channels.”  Linus naturally 
protested.  He said, “Now wait a minute!  I was here first!  I’m just as much a member of 
this family as you are, and I have just as much right to this TV set as you do!  What makes 
you think can come in here and take over, and tell me to switch channels?”  Lucy held up 
her hand and said, “Do you see these five fingers?  By themselves, they’re not much.  
But when I curl them together into a single unit, they become a fighting force that is terrible 
to behold!”  Linus stood up and said, “Which channel do you want?”  Then he looked at 
his own fingers and said, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?” 
 
Friends, we’re an assembly of people.  By ourselves, we can’t do much, but when we 
work together as a single unit, we can become a powerful force and do great things for 
the Kingdom of God.  When the world sees us come together, they will take notice.  They 
will see us as we come from different backgrounds and different social standings and 
different races and love one another as the body of Christ.  Jesus said, “By this shall all 
know ye are my disciples, if ye have love one for another.”  Let the world see that love.  
Never underestimate the power of a unified church! 
 
 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
__________________________ 
 
1 Most Baptist churches use separate cups when partaking of the Lord’s Supper instead 
of a single cup.  Separate cups are more sanitary, of course, but they don’t quite capture 
the symbolism that our Lord intended.  We use separate cups in our church, but I often 
explain why many churches stay with the single cup.   


