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Sermon Series:  Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives. 
To be used with:  Session 5: Walking with the Spirit 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  Citizens of a Different Kingdom 
Scripture:  1 Peter 2:9-12 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Never Alone: 
The Holy Spirit in our Lives, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit leads us to display the fruit of godly character.   

Introduction:  When I was growing up, we had several seminary students who attended 
our church.  I remember one in particular named John, who was from Lebanon.  John 
had a nice singing voice, and he always stood while we sang the National Anthem, but 
he never sang it along with us.  When we said the pledge to the flag, John would always 
stand out of respect for the flag, but he never saluted it or said the pledge with us.  Did 
we ever hold any of those things against him?  Of course not!  John was not an American 
citizen, so we never expected him to salute our flag or sing our National Anthem.  He was 
only a temporary resident here in the United States, and his first loyalty was to his own 
country.  Some of you have been to foreign countries, so you know what that’s like.  You 
try to respect the customs of that country for as long as you’re there, but you don’t do 
anything that will compromise your own citizenship. 
 
 The Bible says that we, too, are citizens of another kingdom.  Peter emphasized that 
theme throughout his First Epistle.  In the very first verse he addressed his readers as 
“strangers scattered throughout” different regions.  Later, he said to “pass the time of your 
sojourning here in fear.”  In the text for this study, he said we are “strangers and pilgrims”.  
All of these things remind us that we are only temporary residents of this world.  That’s 
not to deny our privileges and responsibilities as American citizens.  In the following 
verses Peter commanded his readers to obey the laws of the land as much as possible, 
and we’ll look at that next week.  Still, our first and foremost duty is to God.  We are 
citizens of His kingdom, heaven is our home, and we are only temporary residents of this 
world.  Does your life reflect that heavenly citizenship?  This is not something we do in 
our own strength, but through the power of the Holy Spirit who lives in us. 
 

I. The characteristics of heaven’s citizens. 
 
A. Peter used a series of terms that the Old Testament applies to Israel. 

1. “A chosen generation” (or “a chosen people”). 
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a. I believe God still has a plan for Israel, but no one will get into heaven 
because of their nationality. 

b. Israel broke God’s covenant, but those who trust in Jesus are part of 
a new covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34). 

2. “A royal priesthood”. 
a. The people of Israel had priests as religious leaders, but all of them 

were priests in the sense that they represented God. 
b. As Christians, we believe in the priesthood of all believers.  This 

gives us privileges as well as responsibilities.   
3. “A holy nation”. 

a. This doesn’t mean we’re perfect, but it does mean we have been set 
apart for God’s purposes. 

b. We must be careful that we reflect His character.   
4. “A peculiar people”. 

a. We think of “peculiar” as odd or eccentric, but in this case it refers to 
someone’s personal possession. 

b. God not only created us, but He purchased our souls with the blood 
of His own Son.  Thus, He has a right to call the shots. 

B. How does this apply to our everyday lives? 
1. We should “shew forth the praises of Him who hath called” us. 

a. God has saved our souls from eternal condemnation. 
b. He has called us out of spiritual darkness into His light. 

2. We should remember what we once were. 
a. Peter was likely referring to the book of Hosea, where God said the 

Israelites were no longer His people.  Yet He also promised that they 
would be His people again someday. 

b. We were once alienated from God because of our sins, but through 
the blood of Jesus, God has adopted us into His family. 

 
II. The conduct of heaven’s citizens.   

 
A. We are “strangers and pilgrims” in this world, and thus we live by a different 

set of rules. 
1. We should “abstain from earthly lusts”. 

a. Your body is still under the curse of sin, and thus it craves things that 
are not good for it. 

b. You will face temptation as long as you are in this world.   
2. The devil cannot take you out of God’s hands, but he will do everything 

he can to destroy your witness and your testimony. 
a. If he knows you have an area of weakness (drugs, alcohol, etc.), he 

will go after you in those areas ever time. 
b. If you have anything in your life that cultivates wrongful lusts, such 

as books or videos, you should get it out of your life.   
B. We must “have our conversation honest among the Gentiles”. 

1. The word “conversation” refers to your whole way of life. 
a. “Gentiles” normally refers to people who are not Jews, but in this 

case, Peter was talking about unbelievers. 
b. Followers of Jesus are not perfect, but we should be different from 

the rest of the world.   
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2. As a result, those who speak against you will glorify God. 
a. You can’t always stop people from slandering you, but you can make 

sure that their accusations have no credibility. 
b. Some people will never be convinced that you’re genuine, but others 

will notice your godly conduct, and might even trust in Jesus. 
 
 
Conclusion:  Remember, you are a citizen of heaven, and you’re only passing through 
this world.  That’s not to deny your responsibilities as American citizens, but you are first 
and foremost a citizen of God’s kingdom.  Does your daily conduct bring glory to your 
King?  Do the people that work with you know you’re a citizen of heaven?  Are you making 
an impression on them?  No matter how much money you make in this world, or how 
many possessions you accumulate, you will not be able to take one bit of it with you to 
heaven.  However, you can take people with you: family and friends and people that you 
encounter day by day.  Does your life point them towards the Kingdom of God?  
Remember the words of the old hymn: 
 

While passing through this world of sin and others your life shall view, 
Be clean and pure without, within; let others see Jesus in you. 

 
Your life’s a book before their eyes; they’re reading it through and through. 
Say, does it point them to the skies?  Do others see Jesus in you? 

 
What joy ‘twll be at set of sun in mansions beyond the blue 
To find some souls that you have won; let others see Jesus in you. 

 
Let others see Jesus in you.  Let others see Jesus in you. 
Keep telling the story, be faithful and true; let others see Jesus in you.1 
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1 B.B. McKinney, “Let Others See Jesus in You”, Baptist Hymnal, Nashville, TN: 
Convention Press, 1956, no. 348.   


