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Never Alone 
 

 
 

Sermon Series:  Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives. 
To be used with:  Session 4: Filled with the Spirit 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  When the Fire Falls 
Scripture:  Acts 2:1-21 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Never Alone: 
The Holy Spirit in our Lives, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit enables us to live as fully devoted disciples.   

Introduction:  It’s always exciting to know you are witnessing an important moment in 
history.  If there was any group of people who witnessed history in the making, it was the 
early followers of our Lord Jesus Christ.  When we get to heaven, I hope we’re able to 
talk with these early believers, because I would love to pick their brains.  Can you imagine 
the stories they could tell?  They were with Jesus when He did His miracles, when He 
healed the sick and raised the dead.  They saw Him die on the cross, and then they saw 
Him alive again three days later.  They also saw Him ascend back to heaven.  I’d 
especially love to talk to Peter, James, and John.  They were with Jesus when He was 
transfigured on the mountain.  They got to see Him as He really is: the King of Kings and 
the Lord of Lords.  Moses and Elijah were standing right there with Him!  These early 
Christians saw things the world had never seen before, or ever would see again – things 
that literally changed the entire course of human history. 
 
 These same disciples took part in another event that changed the course of history, and 
that was the coming of the Holy Spirit.  Jesus had promised His disciples He would die 
on the cross, that He would rise again three days later, and that He would return to the 
Father shortly after that.  He had kept all three of these promises, but before He returned 
to heaven, He reminded them of one last promise: He would send the Holy Spirit to take 
up where He had left off.  Who is the Holy Spirit?  Why was His work so important to the 
early church, and why is He so important today? 
 

I. The presence of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A. The disciples were gathered on the Day of Pentecost. 

1. It was celebrated fifty days after Passover. 
a. It celebrated the first fruits of the wheat harvest. 
b. According to Jewish tradition, it also commemorated the giving of the 

law at Mount Sinai. 
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2. It was a pilgrim festival, which means people had to travel to Jerusalem 
to celebrate it. 
a. It required special sacrifices that could only be offered in the temple. 
b. It was not as important as Passover, but it usually drew larger crowds 

because the weather at that time of year was better for travel. 
B. Jesus’s disciples were gathered in an upper room. 

1. It was likely the same room where they had the Last Supper. 
a. The Bible says there were 120 disciples at this time (Acts 1:15), but 

that probably did not include the women.   
b. Matthias had been chosen to replace Judas (Acts 1:15-26). 

2. All of a sudden, they heard the sound of a rushing wind. 
a. It was not a literal wind, but the sound of a wind. 
b. Balls of fire landed on the disciples, but it did not burn them. 

3. The coming of the Holy Spirit was a once-and-for-all event. 
a. Many great revival movements have been reminiscent of Pentecost, 

but it is not possible to have “another Pentecost”. 
b. John the Baptist had prophesied of this day (Matthew 3:11). 

 
II. The power of the Holy Spirit. 

 
A. The Holy Spirit enabled the disciples to speak in other languages. 

1. Some contend they were speaking a supernatural heavenly language. 
a. Since God created all languages, the idea of Him having His own 

special language is the very definition of absurdity.   
b. The languages were not supernatural, but the disciples’ ability to 

speak them was supernatural.   
2. Why did the Holy Spirit give them this ability? 

a. Jews from all over the Roman Empire were in Jerusalem for the 
feast.  If the disciples had spoken in Greek or Aramaic, most of the 
people would have understood them.   

b. When they heard the disciples speaking to them in the languages of 
their native countries, they knew a miracle had taken place.   

B. People noticed that the disciples were Galilean. 
1. Their accents probably gave them away (Mark 14:70). 

a. Luke noted that many nations were represented (2:9-11), but these 
Galileans were speaking their own languages. 

b. They could probably also tell that these men were not scholars or 
linguists, so they knew something miraculous had happened.   

2. Does the gift of tongues still exist today? 
a. I personally believe it does, but many of the people who claim to have 

it speak nothing but gibberish. 
• I had a friend in seminary who told about his mission trip to Africa.  

He said he had never claimed to have the gift of tongues, but he 
found himself sharing the Gospel with the African people in their 
own native language.   

b. God does not give everyone this gift, and it should not be regarded 
as a sign of spiritual superiority. 
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III. The prophecy of the Holy Spirit.   
 

A. Peter immediately took charge of the situation. 
1. Some people accused the disciples of drunkenness. 

a. When people are drunk, they tend to make unintelligible sounds. 
b. “It is but the third hour of the day” – Peter was likely being facetious, 

noting that no one gets drunk that early in the morning.   
2. Peter went on preach a sermon from Joel 2:28-32.   

a. Among other things, he noted that men and women would prophesy 
“in the last days”. 

b. Their prophecies would be accompanied by “signs and wonders”.   
B. These verses raise some inevitable questions. 

1. Are we living in the last days? 
a. In a sense, we’ve been living in the last days since Jesus came back 

from the dead. 
b. No one knows when Christ will return, but it draws nearer every day.   

2. Are there still prophets today? 
a. True prophecy is always rooted in the written Word of God.  Anyone 

who contradicts the Bible is a false prophet. 
b. Anyone who makes failed predictions is also a false prophet (case in 

point: people who claim to know when Christ will return).   
3. What do we make of “signs and wonders”? 

a. Joel was talking about more than healing the sick or giving sight to 
the blind.  He was talking about signs that alter the course of nature. 

b. The coming of the Holy Spirit was the first installment of Joel’s 
prophecy, and the next major even is our Lord’s return.  

4. The most important sign is in verse 21: “And it shall come to pass that 
whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.” 

 
Conclusion:  We can’t deny that these past couple of years have been rough.  Because 
of the pandemic, many churches had to put their ministries on hold.  Thankfully, things 
are getting back to normal, but many people are still concerned about the uncertainties 
of the future.  People have gotten use to staying home on Sundays, and this has affected 
church attendance all over the country.  I understand the concerns, and I share many of 
them.  At the same time, let us remember that churches in other parts of the world have 
it worse than we do, and yet they are thriving.  How can they do so well under such terrible 
circumstances?  By the power of the Holy Spirit!  Let us pray for that same power to be 
poured out on the churches of America.  In the words of a popular song from yesteryear: 
 

Come Holy Spirit, dark is the hour,  
We need your filling, your love and your mighty power; 
Move now among us, stir us, we pray, 
Come Holy Spirit, revive Your church today! 1 

 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
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1 The song was written by John W. Peterson, and it was popular in the 1970’s and 80’s, 
but I’m not sure exactly when it was written.   


