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Sermon Series:  Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives. 
To be used with:  Session 3: Indwelt by the Spirit 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Continuing Work of the Holy Spirit 
Scripture:  Acts 19:1-20 

 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Never Alone: 
The Holy Spirit in our Lives, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit’s presence in our lives affirms our relationship with God. 

Introduction:  In July of 1944, President Franklin Roosevelt made an important visit to 
Hawaii.  He wanted to meet with General Douglas MacArthur and Admiral Chester Nimitz 
to plan their final strategy for victory in the Pacific.  Many islands under Japanese control 
had already been taken, but now they had to work out the final steps for the invasion of 
Japan.  Unfortunately, MacArthur and Nimitz disagreed over what path to take to Japan.  
Nimitz wanted to bypass the Philippines, which were under Japanese control, and capture 
Taiwan.  From there, they could work their way toward Japan.  MacArthur was adamantly 
against this.  He wanted to retake the Philippines and work his way to Okinawa, from 
which they could launch an attack on Japan.  It took a lot of badgering and cajoling on 
MacArthur’s part, but President Roosevelt finally went with his plan.  Many people suspect 
MacArthur had an ulterior motive.  He had been ordered out of the Philippines two years 
earlier, just before the Japanese took the islands.  He resented being pulled out, and he 
had made a highly publicized promise to return.  He was determined to keep that promise, 
and he finally did on October 20, 1944.  Maybe you’ve seen that famous picture of him 
wading ashore at Leyte.  Later that same day, MacArthur went on the radio and made his 
dramatic announcement: “People of the Philippines, I have returned.”      
 
The apostle Paul also made a promise to return, not to the Philippines, but to Ephesus.  
We looked at that last week.  He visited Ephesus on his second missionary journey, but 
he had to cut it short to return to Jerusalem.  By the time we get to chapter 19, Paul had 
made good his promise.  This section of Acts records some events that may strike you 
as unusual or even bizarre.  Unfortunately, many people take these passages out of 
context and use them to promote false teachings.  Be that as it may, these verses do 
teach some important lessons about the work of the Holy Spirit.   
 

I. The mystery of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A. Paul encountered “certain disciples” at Ephesus, and he asked them if they 

had received the Holy Spirit. 
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1. Why did Paul ask this question? 
a. The Holy Spirit proves that you truly belong to Christ (Romans 8:9). 
b. You may not have known much about the Holy Spirit when you were 

saved (neither did I). 
2. Surprisingly, they claimed to be followers of John the Baptist.  

a. John had preached about the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11), but these 
followers had somehow missed that part of his message. 

b. Paul reminded them that John was not sent to exalt Himself, but the 
coming Messiah.    

B. How did these disciples get it so wrong? 
1. We can only speculate, but these disciples were likely members of a 

sect that claimed to follow John the Baptist. 
a. Such groups continued well into the second century, long after the 

apostles were dead and gone.1 
b. Some of these groups likely twisted John’s words to suit themselves, 

just as other groups twist the words of Jesus.   
2. Apollos (v. 1) had also been a follower of John the Baptist, but he had 

not bought into any erroneous teachings.   
a. He “taught accurately the things of the Lord” (Acts 18:25). 
b. The Bible makes no mention of him being rebaptized. 

C. When these disciples heard Paul’s message, they were rebaptized in the 
name of Jesus. 
1. When Paul laid his hands on them, they spoke in tongues.  This passage 

has been used to support some false teachings. 
a. Nowhere does the Bible teach that someone must lay hands on you 

before you can receive the Holy Spirit. 
b. Nowhere does the Bible teach that you must speak in tongues as 

proof of receiving the Holy Spirit. 
2. We must be careful about insisting that the Holy Spirit always follows a 

certain pattern.   
a. Only twice in the book of Acts is the Holy Spirit connected with the 

laying on of hands (here and in chapter 8). 
b. Cornelius and his family received the Holy Spirit before they were 

baptized, with no laying on of hands (Acts 10:44-48).  
  

II. The miracles of the Holy Spirit. 
 
A. Paul continued preaching in Ephesus, following his usual routine. 

1. He began preaching in the synagogue. 
a. Since he was a visiting rabbi, he was allowed to teach the Scripture 

lesson, which enabled him to preach about Jesus. 
b. Some unbelieving Jews “spoke evil of the Way”; that is, they spread 

slander about Paul’s message in an attempt to discredit him.   
2. After he was run out of the synagogue, Paul went to the Gentiles. 

a. He began preaching in “the school of Tyrannus”, which was probably 
a lecture hall. 

b. He likely preached there in the afternoon.  Most businesses were 
closed at that time because of the heat. 

B. God did many miracles through Paul. 
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1. People were healed just by touching material Paul had handled. 
a. God doesn’t always work miracles, but He did so in this case 

because He was introducing a new group of people to Himself. 
b. Paul also cast out demons. 

2. Seven Jewish exorcists tried to cast out demons in Jesus’ name.   
a. The demons were familiar with Jesus and Paul, but they did not know 

the Jewish exorcists. 
b. The demon-possessed man jumped on them and beat them up. 

3. Some important lessons for us: 
a. We are fighting a spiritual battle in America today, and we must fight 

this battle with spiritual weapons. 
b. If you try to fight the devil in your own strength, you won’t do any 

better than the Jewish exorcists did. 
 

   
III. The marks of the Holy Spirit. 

 
A. What happens when the Holy Spirit is at work? 

1. Jesus is glorified. 
a. Jesus explicitly said the Holy Spirit would not testify of Himself, but 

He would glorify Jesus (John 16:13-14). 
b. When Jesus is glorified, people are drawn to Him.   

2. People gain a healthy fear of God. 
a. The Ephesians “confessed their deeds”.  That is, they acknowledged 

the vanity of their pagan beliefs and renounced them. 
b. They brought their books on magic and burned them.   

3. Book-burning has a very negative image in America, so we must keep 
a couple of things in mind: 
a. They did this by their own free will, not because a government or 

anyone else told them to do it. 
b. They burned their own books, not someone else’s.   

B. The people did these things to show that Jesus was now their Lord. 
1. They knew Jesus and pagan sorcery do not mix. 

a. When we think of magic, we think someone doing tricks using 
sleight-of-hand and optical illusion.  This is not necessarily wrong 
because most people know they are just tricks, and they are only 
done for entertainment purposes. 

b. In those days, magic often invoked pagan gods and borrowed from 
numerous pagan religions.   
• Some time ago, an ad for Wicca showed up on my Facebook 

page.  Naturally, I’m not into that, but the ad said they welcomed 
people of all religions, and they encouraged people to share their 
own beliefs.  I quoted John 14:6, adding no additional comments.  
Did I get a nasty message from the manager of that page!  I was 
told my comment was divisive and against the spirit of their group.  
I replied, “But you said you welcome all religious beliefs, so I 
simply shared mine.”  I never heard from them again. 

2. Likewise, Jesus and worldly values do not mix.   
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a. The world says right and wrong are simply matters of personal 
choice, but Jesus says unless your righteousness exceeds that 
of the scribes and Pharisees, you won’t enter the kingdom of 
heaven (Matthew 5:20).   

b. The world says there’s no such thing as absolute truth, but Jesus 
said, “I am the truth.” (John 14:6).   

c. The world says there are many roads that lead to heaven, and 
that it doesn’t matter what you believe as long as you’re sincere.  
Jesus said narrow is the way that leads to life, and few there be 
that find it (Matthew 7:13-14). 

 
Conclusion:  Gavin MacLeod passed away last year.  He was most famous for his roles 
as Murray Slaughter on “The Mary Tyler Moore Show” and as Captain Merrill Stubbing 
on “The Love Boat”.  He wrote an autobiography titled This Is Your Captain Speaking, 
and I read it a few years ago.  He told of his struggles to make it as an actor, and how it 
drove him to alcoholism.  Unfortunately, his alcoholism continued after he found success, 
and it eventually destroyed his marriage.  He later remarried, and some years later, his 
second wife came to know Jesus as her Savior.  MacLeod said he noticed the changes 
in her.  One thing led to another, and finally Gavin MacLeod gave his life to Christ.   
 
One of MacLeod’s closest friends was Ted Knight, who played Ted Baxter on “The Mary 
Tyler Moore Show”.  They were antagonists on the show, but in real life, they were great 
friends.  Ted died of cancer in 1986, and McLeod said he went to visit him not long before 
his death.  He saw that Ted had several books on psychology and philosophy (unlike his 
TV character, Ted Knight was a very intelligent man).  He knew he was dying, and he 
was trying to find some way to cope with it.  MacLeod said he told his longtime friend 
about Jesus.  As he explained the Gospel to him, he said Ted’s eyes finally lit up and he 
said, “That’s what I want!”  That night, Ted prayed to receive Christ as his Savior. 
 
 Friends, that’s how our country will be changed: one life, one family, and one community 
at a time.  May God use us to bring about such change, not through laws or the 
government or politics, but through the continuing work of the Holy Spirit.       
 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
____________________________ 
 
1 W.A. Criswell did his dissertation on the John the Baptist movement, and he had some 
interesting insights on the subject.  See his book Acts: An Exposition, vol. 3, Grand 
Rapids, Michigan: The Zondervan Corporation, 1980, pp. 17-24.   


