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Sermon Series:  Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives. 
To be used with:  Session 1: Convicted by the Spirit 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  The Unpardonable Sin 
Scripture:  Matthew 12:22-32 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Never Alone: 
The Holy Spirit in our Lives, these sermon outlines will follow the same theme as the 
small group study, so the pastor can reinforce the study from the pulpit. 

The Point:  The Holy Spirit convicts of sin and points to the truth of salvation. 

Introduction:  Several years ago, I read a book called No More Mr. Christian Nice Guy.  
The writer argued that too many Christian men have a misguided understanding of 
“niceness.”   I can’t say I agree with everything the writer said, but he did make a point in 
the first chapter that is right on target: Jesus wasn’t always “nice”.  In fact, sometimes He 
was downright abrasive.  Think of some of the things He said to the Pharisees.  He called 
them a “brood of vipers” and said they were “whitewashed tombs.”  Not exactly the kind 
of things you’d find in a typical course on how to win friends and influence people! 
 
The 12th chapter of Matthew’s Gospel contains one of Jesus’s not-so-nice moments.   He 
had just cast a demon out of a man, and people wondered if He might be the Messiah.  
The Pharisees, as usual, offered nothing but criticism.  They accused Jesus of being in 
league with the devil.  His response was rather sarcastic.  He told the Pharisees that their 
charge didn’t even make sense.  Then He warned them about the sin of blasphemy 
against the Holy Spirit.  He told them that this sin could never be forgiven – not in this life 
or in the life to come.  This raises an obvious question: what exactly is blasphemy against 
the Holy Spirit?  Why is this such a terrible sin?  Why can it not be forgiven?  Do people 
commit this same sin today?  Is it possible for a Christian to commit this sin?   
 
 

I. A serious accusation. 1 
A. People brought a man to Jesus who was possessed by a demon. 

1. In this man’s case, the demon had made him blind and mute. 
a. Physical disabilities and sickness are not always the result of sin or 

demon possession (John 9:3). 
b. We live in a fallen world, so even godly people are not immune to 

physical ailments and infirmities.   
2. We must be balanced in our understanding of demons.   

a. On the one hand, demonic influence is very real, and demons are 
still active in the world today.   

b. On the other hand, not all evil can be blamed on demons.   
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B. Jesus cast out the demon, and the man was able to see and speak. 
1. Some said, “Is not this the Son of David?” 

a. Rumors were already spreading that Jesus was the Messiah, so this 
made them wonder if the rumors were true. 

b. A more literal translation, “This isn’t the Son of David, is He?”  This 
suggests they were still a bit skeptical.  

2. Others said He was casting out devils by the power of “Beelzebub”. 
a. “Beelzebub” literally means “lord of the flies”.  By the time of Jesus, 

the name had become a synonym for Satan (Matthew 10:25). 
b. This was not the first time they made this accusation (Matt. 9:34). 
 

II. A solid answer. 
A. Jesus pointed out the absurdity of their accusation. 

1. He noted that every kingdom divided against itself would fail. 
a. When citizens of a kingdom are fighting each other, they become 

more vulnerable to invaders, and thus they are doomed to fall. 
b. If Jesus was casting out demons by Satan’s power, that meant Satan 

was fighting his own demons.   
• I remember attending a girls’ basketball game when I was in high 

school when one of the girls on our team accidentally shot into 
the wrong basket.  Our team still won, but I don’t think the girl who 
made that shot has ever lived it down!  Of course, she didn’t do it 
on purpose, and that’s the whole point.  What athlete would 
purposely work against his or her own team?   

2. Jesus also noted He was not the only one casting out demons.   
a. “Your children” – That is, the disciples of the Pharisees. 
b. If the Pharisees taught their own disciples to cast out demons, were 

they working for Satan, too?  (Josephus, Wars, 7.6.3). 
B. The fact that Jesus cast out demons indicated He was working for God. 

1. Jesus noted that a thief can’t plunder a strong man’s house until he ties 
up the strong man. 

• Today, thieves usually strike when no one is home, but the point 
is the same.  If they broke in while the owner was home or able 
to defend himself, they would likely get hurt or even killed.   

2. If Jesus was able to cast out demons, then He was more powerful than 
Satan because Satan was unable to stop Him.   

 
III. A stern admonition.   

A. Jesus noted that neutrality toward Him is not an option. 
1. You are either with Him or you are against Him. 

a. “Scattereth abroad” – The word translated “scattereth” is the Greek 
word skorpizo, which refers either to seed or sheep. 

b. The context suggests He was referring to sheep, meaning we are 
either part of Jesus’ flock or we are not.   

2. He warned that blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is unforgivable.   
a. Blasphemy against Jesus is forgivable (Jesus specifically said so), 

but blasphemy against the Holy Spirit is not. 
b. The Pharisees had seen abundant evidence that Jesus was who He 

claimed to be, but they still refused to believe.   
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B. Can people commit this sin today? 
1. Blasphemy against the Holy Spirit takes various forms. 

a. Refusal to believe regardless of the evidence. 
b. Refusal to respond to the conviction of the Holy Spirit. 
c. Willfully attributing the work of Jesus to evil forces.   

2. What happens to people who commit this sin? 
a. The Holy Spirit no longer convicts them of sin. 
b. They can never be saved, neither in this life nor in eternity. 

• If I may add a couple of caveats: (1) If you’re worried about 
whether you’ve committed this sin, you probably haven’t, and  
(2) only God knows who has committed this sin, so we must be 
careful about judging others in this regard. 

 
Conclusion:  When I was a pastor in Missouri, our association sponsored a children’s 
camp each year.  I remember the last time I attended it.  One of the other pastors in our 
association, a dear friend of mine, was serving as camp director.  Thursday night was the 
last night at camp, and he told the kids they could stay up an extra hour.  However, he 
warned them that the camp rules were still in effect.  If they got out of hand, he’d send 
them back to the cabins.  Unfortunately, things did get out of hand.  Some of the kids got 
into water fights, which was against the rules.  Other kids were running amok.  We told 
them several times to settle down.  The camp director finally got tired of it, and he sent 
everyone back to their cabins early.  Believe me, we had one unhappy group of kids.  One 
of the boys from my church grumbled about it the rest of the evening.  He said it wasn’t 
fair.  I said, “You were warned, but you wouldn’t listen.”  As we were heading back to the 
cabins, I overheard the camp director’s wife say of her husband, “He’s a patient man, but 
he can only take so much.  When his patience is gone, it’s gone.”   
Friends, we also have a patient God.  He is loving and merciful, but He has his limits.  
You can only resist Him for so long, and then the Holy Spirit withdraws.  If that happens, 
you may lose your chance to be saved forever.  If you know you need to be saved, don’t 
put it off.  As the apostle Paul so eloquently warned, “Behold, now is the accepted time; 
behold, now is the day of salvation.” (2 Corinthians 6:2).    
 
 
Ken Jones is the pastor of Worsham Baptist Church in Farmville, Virginia. He holds a 
B.S. in history from the University of Tennessee at Martin and an MDiv. from Mid-
America Baptist Theological Seminary. His wife, Celia Carroll Jones, is an associate 
professor of government at Hampden-Sydney College. 
_________________________ 
 
1 The main points of this outline were borrowed, with slight modification, from Warren 
Wiersbe, Be Loyal, 1980, SP Publications, Inc., pp. 77-78. 


