
FAMILY CONNECTION
Use these discussion starters to help foster a spiritual conversation with your family.

PRESCHOOL

KIDS

STUDENTS

Scripture: Philemon

Live It Out: Review the Bible story with your child. Find other books named for the people 
who wrote them. Explain that these people wrote God’s words in the Bible.

Philemon was a friend of Paul’s. Paul told Philemon the good news about Jesus. Philemon 
had a servant named Onesimus.

Onesimus left Philemon and traveled to Rome. Paul told Onesimus about Jesus. Onesimus 
decided to love Jesus and live like Him.

Paul wrote a letter to Philemon. Paul asked Philemon to show love to Onesimus.
Paul wrote: “Dear Philemon, I write to you in love. Your servant Onesimus has been 

helping me in Rome. He has heard the good news about Jesus and loves Jesus now. Please 
forgive Onesimus if he has done something wrong or owes you money. I hope to visit with 
you later to see how things are going.”

Paul wanted Philemon to be kind to Onesimus.

Scripture: Galatians 1:1-9; 5:13-26; 6:1-10

Live It Out: Help your child write a list of the fruit of the Spirit. Help her think of ways she 
exhibits these qualities and ways she can grow in showing them. 

Paul was a missionary who preached the good news about Jesus. He wrote a letter to the 
churches in Galatia. Some people were preaching untrue things about Jesus. Some believers 
were turning away from what Paul had been teaching about how to become a Christian. 

Paul taught that it is important to love others and help them. “Love your neighbor as 
yourself,” Paul wrote. Jesus promised the Holy Spirit would be our helper. Paul taught that 
the Holy Spirit helps Christians know how to live each day in ways that please God. The 
Holy Spirit helps people to live in love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, and self-control. Paul called these the fruit of the Spirit. When Christians let the 
Holy Spirit be their helper, the results are the fruit of the Spirit.
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CONNECTION POINT: 
The Holy Spirit’s 
presence in our lives 
affirms our relationship 
with God.

THE BIBLE MEETS 
LIFE: Too many 
Americans deal with 
loneliness. In the eyes 
of some, loneliness is 
an epidemic. We need 
connections; we need 
others to lean on for 
encouragement and 
advice. Thankfully, 
even when we’re by 
ourselves and apart 
from family and friends, 
we are not alone. For 
believers, God’s Holy 
Spirit lives within us. 
We do not face decisions 
alone. We do not face 
temptation alone. God 
Himself is with us.

LIVE IT OUT: Your 
student has been 
encouraged to take 
practical steps to take 
his or her faith and 
Live It Out.

Scripture: Romans 8:9-17

• How does the Holy Spirit help followers of Jesus?
• How can we better learn to recognize the leading of the Spirit?
• In your own words, what does it mean to be adopted by God into His family?

Live It Out: For followers of Jesus, the Holy Spirit leads us to live not only for ourselves, but 
also with others’ needs in view. This leads to unity among believers and makes us family. 
People of the world, however, often lack this kind of connection, and many people in our 
culture experience loneliness or conflict instead. 

Who do you know who isn’t a follower of Jesus and struggles with loneliness or conflict? 
Consider how you can encourage this friend and show that you care. Explain that God brings 
those who follow Jesus into His family.


