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How to Love Your Neighbor 
 

 
 
Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor 
To be used with: Share Christ with Your Neighbor 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Christ Can Use Us All 
Scripture: John 4:28-30; 39-42 
 
Connection to Unit Theme: To completement the small group study “Share Christ with 
Your Neighbor” this sermon will expound upon a conversation between Jesus and the 
Samaritan woman at a well.  This conversation will show us that Jesus has called us to 
share our story with our neighbors and to invite them to hear His teachings.  
 
Introduction: Everyone has a favorite story to tell.  When we were children, we would 
tell the exact same story over and over.  As adults, we tell our favorite stories at work, at 
home and to whomever we can corner for a few moments.  We are not nervous about 
telling the story, because it is from the heart, and we are always ready to share.  Today’s 
sermon looks at a woman who had a difficult background.  She had a story of an 
encounter with Jesus in which she was changed, and she told it to all her neighbors. 
 

1. Sharing Christ was more important than . . . . (v. 28-30) 
If we are to understand and embrace the fact that Jesus can use someone like us to 
share His story, then we need to understand that sharing Jesus is more important 
than anything else we may do.  The woman at the well had an encounter with 
Jesus that changed her (John 4:7-26).  Her actions that followed indicated that this 
encounter led her to share her story with others. 
 

a. . . . . her water jar (v. 28) 
When Jesus arrived at the well at noon (v. 6), He found a woman there 
who was coming to get water.  As the conversation ensued, she came to 
realize that she was speaking to the Messiah.  We see, however, in verse 
28 that the thing that brough her the well in the first place was no longer 
important to her.  The Bible says that she ultimately left her jars and went 
back to her town.   
 
What are things that we may consider important, but may need to be 
forsaken to tell others about Christ?  Is it that hobby that we know can be 
distracting?  Is it something we watch online all the time?  We can assume 
that the lady eventually returned to the jars.  But in that moment, she knew 
there was something more important than a drink of water.  
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b. . . . . public ridicule (v. 29-30) 
The woman at the well may not have had the best standing in the 
community.  Jesus had pointed out that she was living with someone at the 
time, and she had been married five times (v. 18).  She also went to the 
well by herself in the heat of the day.  It seems that she did not have any 
friends to go with her. 
 
Yet, in verses 29 & 30, she is actively telling others about her encounter 
and inviting them to come see for themselves.  She was not allowing her 
past to hinder her opportunity to share.  How often have we allowed our 
past to hinder us? Can we learn from her actions?  She faithfully told 
others her story and did not fear what they would say about her. 
 

2. The result of her efforts (v. 39-42) 
a. Many believed because of her story (v. 39) 

The woman at the well shows us that sharing Jesus with our neighbors is 
not nearly as hard as we make it out to be.  The Bible indicates that “many 
Samaritans from that town believed in Christ because of what the woman 
said”.  She did not attend 5 Bible study classes on how to share her faith 
and then start to tell others.  She did not memorize an outline and then 
begin to share her faith.  Instead, she simply shared her story that she had 
encountered someone who knew everything about her. If we know Jesus 
as our Lord and Savior, then we too have a story and we too can share our 
story just like she did. 
 

b. Many believed because of Christ’s story (v. 41-32) 
Not everyone who heard the woman’s story believed right then.  Those 
who did not believe immediately went to go see Jesus for themselves and 
“many more believed because of what He said”.   
 
As a follower of Jesus, we are called to share our story and invite others to 
hear the teachings of Jesus for themselves.  Some may come to faith in 
Christ via our stories.  Others may take a little more time and desire to 
explore Jesus’ story for themselves.  No matter the results, the calling is 
still the same.  The woman at the well was faithful and we should be too. 

 
Conclusion: Do you and I have a story like the woman at the well?  If yes, then we are 
called to share our story with our friends and family.  It is truly that simple.  If, however, 
we do not have a story to tell, then we need to ask ourselves if we have had an encounter 
with Jesus like the woman at the well did.  He changed her and used her to tell a story.  
He wants to change us too, but we must first call upon Him to be our Lord and Savior. 
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