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S U M M E R  2 0 2 2  

How to Love Your Neighbor 
 

 
 
Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor 
To be used with: Forgive Your Neighbor 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Forgiving One Another 
Scripture: Luke 17:1-4 
	
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Forgive Your 
Neighbor” this sermon will expound upon the commands that Christ provided His 
disciples on the topic of forgiveness while providing practical steps we can take to 
embody this teaching. 
	
Introduction: I must confess that I have learned the hard way that it is vitally important 
to follow a recipe in the order in which it is written.  If one of the first steps is to add the 
flour, it does not work when you try to add it at the end.  Jesus provided detailed 
instructions on how we are to treat our neighbors when sin occurs. It would be wise for us 
to apply His instructions in the way He communicated them.  Putting the following steps 
in our own order might be like adding flour at the end; it just does not work out so well. 
	

1. Step One: A neighbor commits a sin (v. 3) 
Yet again, context is key to understanding and applying this passage.  Jesus was 
talking to His disciples and said, “if your brother sins”.  If we look at the Greek 
together, we would be doing well in saying “since your brother will sin”.  As 
much as we want to be perfect, we need to understand that we are going to 
commit sin and we are going to sin against one another.  John went so far as to 
say, “If we say, ‘We have no sin,’ we are deceiving ourselves (1 John 1:8).   
 
The reason it is important is because we should not be shocked when we see sin in 
our own lives as well as in the lives of other believers.  This is not condoning sin, 
quite the opposite.  It is understanding that sin is present in our lives and Jesus 
gives us specific steps to take when it arises. 
 

2. Step Two: We are to rebuke the sin (v. 3)	
The excuses of, “Well, boys will be boys” or “That is just so-and-so” are simply 
excuses.  It was the sin of the world that put Jesus on the cross. God did not make 
any excuses for sin, and we should not either. 
 
If we are not supposed to make excuses, then what are we supposed to do?  The 
Bible tells us that we are to rebuke the one who has sinned.  The word rebuke 
means to correct with the goal of bringing back in line.  It does not mean to 
chastise to the point of despair.  Paul told the church at Ephesus to speak the truth 



Bible Studies for Life Outlines – Summer 2022 
How to Love Your Neighbor  2 of 3 
	

in love (4:15).  To speak truth without love, is not fulfilling this command.  To 
love without speaking truth, is not fulfilling this command.  To rebuke someone 
with the goal of bringing them back in line with God’s standard is fulfilling the 
command. 
	

3. Step Three: We are to forgive (v. 3)	
The next step in this process, according to Jesus, is an action taken by the one 
who committed the sin, followed by a command placed upon the one who sinned 
against. The action for the sinner is to repent.  The word repent has military 
undertones to it.  It means to do an about face.  If one of us is going in the wrong 
direction, and a brother or sister points this out, our response is to do an about 
face.  We are not called to fuss at the person who is speaking the truth in love.  
We are not called to become defensive.  We are called to turn and go in the 
direction that Jesus has called us to pursue. 
 
The next point of application is for the one who has spoken the truth in love.  This 
is written as a command to be lived out immediately.  We are to forgive the one 
who has sinned.  Is this easy?  At times it can be very difficult.  Jesus never said 
that living according to His word would be easy.   
 
Something that may help us to forgive others is understanding that sin is 
ultimately against God.  Yes, we may be hurt by someone else’s sin, but the Bible 
says that when we sin, we sin against God.  David communicated this when he 
said, “Against you – you alone – I have sinned and done this evil in your sight 
(Ps. 51:4).  Joseph’s response to the seductive temptation by Potiphar’s wife was 
to say, “So how could I do this immense evil, and how could I sin against God?” 
(Genesis 39:9, CSB). When we see it this way, applying God’s command may be 
a little less difficult. 
	

4. Step Four: We are to keep forgiving (v. 4)	
Our last step is to repeat step three and to continue to repeat step three.  As 
difficult as step three may be, Jesus commands us to keep forgiving.  We have 
several words to look at that need to be understood.  First, is the word seven.  
Jesus was not telling his disciples to keep track of how many times a brother or 
sister may sin against us and when they get to eight, then it is over.  The number 
seven, in the Bible, represents completeness.  We are to completely forgive, no 
matter how often someone returns asking for forgiveness. 
 
This leads to our second point.  Jesus said that this is to be done if the person 
comes back asking for forgiveness and willing to repent.  This indicates that the 
sinning party understands the error and is seeking restoration.  If the person never 
returns, it does not indicate we can hold a grudge.  We still need to forgive them.  
But we do not need to go chasing after them either. 
 
Finally, Jesus said that we must forgive them.  Jesus does not leave us any wiggle 
room here.  We can’t roll our eyes on the seventh occurrence and indicate that our 
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patience is growing thin.  We understand as followers of Jesus that we have been 
forgiven much.  Therefore, we need to be the first to offer forgiveness to others as 
well and faithfully model the love of Christ to those we encounter.	

	
Conclusion: The time of application has arrived.  Is there someone in the congregation 
that needs to ask for forgiveness?  Is there someone in the congregation that needs to 
offer forgiveness?  If yes, then do not let this day come to an end without following what 
Jesus has so clearly articulated. 
 
Also, is there someone in the congregation that needs to ask for God’s forgiveness.  We 
learned today that our sin is ultimately against God (Ps. 51:4).  We see Jesus telling His 
disciples to forgive one another.  If He called them to forgive each other, don’t you think 
He would be quick to forgive you?  Do not let today come to an end without asking Jesus 
to forgive you of your sins and be your Lord and Savior.	
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