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How to Love Your Neighbor 
 

 
 
Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor 
To be used with: Honor Your Neighbor 
Sermon Title Possibilities: Show Honor to Those Who Have Dishonored You 
Scripture: Genesis 50:15-21 
	
Connection with Unit Theme: To completement the small group study “Honor Your 
Neighbor” this sermon will outline Joseph’s response to his brothers when they feared 
his possible retaliation.  We will also discover how the heart of the gospel message is 
found within Joseph’s response. 
	
Introduction: It is easy to honor someone who honors you.  If someone takes us out for a 
business lunch, we are more apt to return the favor when time permits.  If someone sends 
us a congratulatory email or text related to the recent promotion, we honor them with an 
appreciative reply.  It becomes exceedingly more difficult to honor someone when we 
have been dishonored.  Yet, this is exactly what Joseph did when his brothers approached 
him after their father died.  We will study Joseph’s response and even see an example of 
God’s response to use when we sin and dishonor Him. 
	

1. Joseph did not hold a grudge (v. 15) 
We pick up the story of Joseph shortly after his father had passed away.  Joseph’s 
brothers were apprehensive of his response to them.  They reached out to Joseph 
to avoid the possibility of revenge on the part of Joseph.   

 
When we are dishonored, our natural inclination is to dishonor the person that has 
hurt us.  We may find ourselves out for revenge and will stop at nothing to 
achieve it.  This, however, is not honoring to the Father.  The  Bible teaches that  
revenge belongs to God, and He will repay (Rom. 12:19).  Joseph found himself 
in a position of leadership. His brothers, who sold him into slavery many years 
before, found themselves in need of his mercy.  Joseph could have acted out and 
demanded retribution.  No one would have stopped him.  Instead, he offered 
grace, and this was the honorable action, even to his brothers who hurt him. 
	

2. Joseph kept his focus on God (v. 20)	
One of the reasons Joseph was able to not hold a grudge was because his focus 
was on God and not his personal circumstances.  After the message had been 
delivered and the brothers had approached Joseph, they asked Joseph to forgive 
them for their actions against him.  Once again, Joseph could have scolded the 
brothers and punished them for their actions.  If we are being honest, many of us 
would be tempted to lash out at those who had hurt us.	
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Joseph’s actions did not point toward revenge, but rather towards God and His 
perfect plan.  Joseph did not brush away the past sinful behaviors as he said that 
the brothers did plan evil against him.  Instead of focusing on this, he pointed out 
that God planned it for good to bring about the survival of many people.  If the 
brothers had not done what they had done, many would have suffered because 
Joseph would not have been in the place of leadership.  Joseph knew that God had 
bigger plans. Joseph was focused on God’s plans more than his painful past. 

	
As much as we do not like to admit it, we understand that life is full of hurts.  
Even when we know that Jesus has won, it does not change the fact that life is full 
of hurts.  The way we survive the hurts is by keeping our focus on God and not 
those who have hurt us.  When we do this, we follow the example Joseph set for 
us and this is honoring to God and our neighbors. 

	
3. Joseph provided care and not fear (v. 21)	

Joseph told his brothers twice that they did not need to be afraid (v. 19, 21).  A 
quick word study shows that they were afraid, and he was telling them to stop 
being afraid.  They had every reason to be afraid as they knew that Joseph was in 
power and could do whatever he wanted to do.  Joseph was also fully aware that 
he could do whatever he wanted to do.   

	
Instead of seeking revenge, Joseph offered care.  He told his brothers, “I will take 
care of you and your children.”  This passage would be much different if he said 
he would take care of them when he felt like it.  Many times, our feelings tell us 
one thing and the Bible tells us something different.  We know that we are to pray 
for our enemies and bless those who persecute us.  If we are being honest, we do 
not like our enemies and we surely do not want to pray for them.  Joseph honored 
his neighbors, who happened to be his brothers, by taking care of them as well as 
their families.  	

	
Conclusion: Honoring our neighbor, especially when we have been wronged, can be a 
difficult thing to do.  If anyone understands this, it is the Father.  As God, He could hold 
a grudge against those who have sinned against Him, and that is all of us.  Instead of 
holding a grudge, He has kept His focus on His plan of salvation for those who put their 
faith in His only begotten Son and confess Him as Lord and Savior.   

When someone understands that sin separates them from a holy God, fear is a 
natural response.  God, however, tells us not to fear.  He tells us that He is going to take 
care of us.  The way He does this in regard to our sins, He offered Jesus as a substitute for 
our sins. When we confess with our mouths that Jesus is Lord and believe in our hearts 
that God raised Him from the dead, we will be saved.  We find the gospel message in 
Joseph’s response to his brothers.   

History shows us that Joseph’s brothers received his message and responded in 
obedience.  Would you and I be willing to receive God’s message of hope and salvation 
found only in Jesus and respond in obedience today? 
 



Bible Studies for Life Outlines – Summer 2022 
How to Love Your Neighbor  3 of 3 
	

Tod Tanner has degrees from Texas A&M University, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He has pastored churches in 
Texas and Tennessee.  He and his family reside in Wartrace, TN and he is serving as the 
Vice President of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation. 
	


