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How to Love Your Neighbor 
 

 
 
Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor 
To be used with: Pray for Your Neighbor 
Sermon Title Possibilities: I Commit to Pray for My Neighbor 
Scripture: Philippians 1:3-11 
 
Connection with Unit Theme: To complement the small group study “Pray for Your 
Neighbor” this sermon will examine Paul’s testimony of his prayers for the church at 
Philippi and call the congregation to commit to embrace the example of praying for 
others as provided in this passage. 
 
Introduction: We all tend to admire commitment.  We admire the couple that has 
remained committed to each other for fifty years.  We admire the teenager that is 
committed to finish the race no matter the pain she may feel along the way.  Today’s 
sermon will expound upon Paul’s commitment to pray for the church at Philippi no 
matter the circumstances.  The goal is not merely to study his example, but to also 
embrace the commitment that he emulated within our own lives. 
 

1. We should be committed to pray with thankfulness (v. 3-4) 
The context of this passage will be key to understanding and communicating what 
is taking place.  Paul is in prison for sharing the gospel and the letter to the church 
at Philippi is his heartfelt response to the church family for sending him an 
offering while he is in prison.  Paul begins this letter by sharing with the church 
how he has been praying for them. 

 
Paul first points out that he is thankful to God for them, and this thankfulness is 
spilling over in always praying for them with joy.  If we are going to commit to 
pray for our neighbors and church family, then we should take Paul’s example by 
expressing gratitude to God for allowing us the opportunity to pray for others.  
The focus here is God and others.  Paul could have focused on his own negative 
circumstances and made it all about himself.  Instead, he expressed gratitude to 
God for the church and allowed this gratitude to spill over to always praying for 
others with joy. 

 
2. We should be committed to pray in anticipation (v. 6) 

Paul’s thankfulness led to the anticipation of God doing a great work in the life of 
that church family.  He said that he was sure that the work God had started in 
them was not over but was rather ongoing.  He was also emphatic that this work 
would not be complete until the return of Christ. 
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Have you ever seen God doing an amazing work in someone?  It could be 
someone who does not know Jesus yet, but you observe that person struggling 
through truths that God’s Spirit is revealing to him.  It could be someone who 
knows Jesus personally but is striving to walk in daily obedience.  We can’t help 
but be excited when we notice this.  Paul felt this way and he did something about 
it; he prayed for the church.  We would be wise to follow this example and 
commit to pray for our neighbors and church family. 

	
3. We should be committed to pray from the heart (v. 7-8) 

Who is someone that has prayed for you from their heart?  It may have been a 
parent or grandparent.  It could have been a Sunday school teacher.  Whoever it 
may have been, it left a distinct impression upon you and even recalling it now 
can trigger emotions.	

	
Paul had this kind of prayer as well.  He said he had the church in his heart and 
that he missed them with the affection of Christ Jesus.  This was not a prayer that 
he had memorized and recited upon demand.  No, it was a prayer shared from the 
heart.  Will you and I be so bold as to pray for our neighbors from our hearts?  Let 
us commit today to bless others the way Paul blessed the church at Philippi.  
Truth be told, we are the ones who are truly blessed when we pray for our 
neighbors in this manner. 	

	
4. We should be committed to pray for continued growth (v. 9-10) 

Paul concluded his prayer by asking the Father that the people would continue to 
grow in their relationship with Jesus.  If the church family was experiencing some 
of the normal things in life, then there were most likely some who were sick, 
some who were experiencing relational problems and maybe some who had fallen 
on hard times.  All these things would be considered significant prayer requests in 
and of themselves.  Paul’s prayer, however, was for the continued growth of the 
church family in the things of Christ. 

	
Growth can be difficult, but it is always necessary.  As we grow in our age and 
maturity, we become responsible for maintaining strong relationships with others 
and managing our daily activities.  If someone fails to grow, he becomes 
hindered.  Growth in one's spiritual walk is also vital.  If someone fails in this, he 
remains stagnate and this is not a good outcome.  We should commit, like Paul, to 
pray for the spiritual growth of those who are around us.	

	
Conclusion: We started this message by acknowledging that we admire those who 
remain committed to others or a task at hand.  We admire their willingness to complete 
the assigned task no matter the circumstances.  Paul was committed to pray for his 
neighbors while personally experiencing difficult circumstances.  Can we do the same 
thing today?  Can we commit to pray for the salvation of those in need of Christ and pray 
for the continued growth of those who are in Christ?  As we do so, we need to trust in 
God’s goodness to hear our heartfelt prayers.	
 



Bible Studies for Life Outlines – Summer 2022 
How to Love Your Neighbor  3 of 3 
	

Tod Tanner has degrees from Texas A&M University, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary and The Southern Baptist Theological Seminary.  He has pastored churches in 
Texas and Tennessee.  He and his family reside in Wartrace, TN and he is serving as the 
Vice President of the Tennessee Baptist Foundation. 
 


